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Early voting 
ends this 
Friday in joint 
primaries
Polls will be open 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
election day as well
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Early voting for the March 5, 
2024, joint Gonzales County 
Republican and Democratic 
primaries will end this Friday, 
March 1.

As of 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
there had been 1,261 votes cast 
in person and by mail in early 
voting, or just under 10 percent 

See VOTE, page A6

Chamber honors Breitschopf 
as Walshak Award winner

Kenny Hyden, CATI Committee win 
Community Service Awards
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

For more than 50 years, Shirley Breitschopf 
has been a shining example of the “can-do” 
spirit of Gonzales — from raising animals to 
raising a family to growing her own successful 
real estate business, all while giving back to the 
community she loves so much.

On Thursday, Feb. 22, the Gonzales Chamber 
of Commerce & Agriculture honored her with 
the David B. Walshak Lifetime Achievement 
Award at its annual banquet at the JB Wells Expo 
Center.

HONORING THE 
IMMORTAL 32

Nixon man 
arrested 
in animal 
cruelty case
FROM STAFF REPORTS

A Nixon resident has been 
charged with animal cruelty 
for the burning and torture of a 
small dog the community has 
renamed Phoenix.

Michael Villaneuva, 28, was 
served a warrant Tuesday, Feb. 
27, for cruelty to non-livestock 
animals, a third-degree felony 
charge under Texas Penal Code 
42.092, said Nixon Police Chief 
Miguel Cruz Cantu.

CASINO

‘JUSTICE FOR PHOENIX’

See ARREST, page A13

Gonzales Youth Show 
returns for 70th year 
of opportunity
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Gonzales County 
Youth Show is back for 
a 70th year of providing 
opportunities to county 
youth to earn thousands 
of dollars in scholarship 
money, in addition to 
valuable lessons about 
life and hard work since 

1955.
The show will be held 

this year from Feb. 29 
through March 2 at the 
JB Wells Expo Center, 
2301 CR 197, Gonzales. 
It is sponsored by the 
Gonzales County Youth 
Show Association.

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

On March 1, 1974, 
Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home parked their 
Oldsmobile ambu-
lance at the Gonzales 
City Hall and left the 
keys with it.

Had it not been 
that Seydler-Hill had 
warned the com-
munity months in 
advance, this could 
have been disastrous. 
Knowing this was 
coming, a group of 
citizens formed the 
Gonzales County 
Volunteer Ambulance 

Corps. They enlisted 
the help and leader-
ship of a new young 
doctor in town, Dr. 
Robert A. Williamson.

At the designated 
time, the first aid, 
CPR, and some EMT 
volunteers were 
trained, certified and 
ready to go. Calls were 
dispatched via pagers 
to the volunteers who 
were designated for 
their shift, usually 12 
hours at a time.

For a number of 
years, as the service 
grew, additional am-

Gonzales celebrates 
50 years of EMS 
service in the area

Proposed renewable 
energy, fertilizer 
facility for Waelder 
gets county support
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

A proposed facility in 
Waelder that would pro-
cess agricultural waste 
into renewable fuels 
and natural fertilizer is 
getting a green thumbs 
up from the Gonzales 
County Commission-
ers Court after those 
involved gave a presen-
tation Monday, Feb. 26.

“This is a fantastic 

project for the county, 
for the city of Waelder, 
and also for the state 
of Texas,” said Robert 
Crouch of Fort Worth-
based CowPower Bio 
Energy to commission-
ers.

The partnership 
between Oberon Fuels, 
DVO Renewables, Cow-
Power BioEnergy and 
Cal Maine Foods would 

A LOOK BACK

See EMS, page A6

The Crystal Theatre Young Texian troupe 
re-enactments a scene of the King family 
of Gonzales getting the call to arms letter 
from Alamo commander William B. Travis 
at the ceremony in honor of the Immortal 
32 at the Gonzales Memorial Museum 
on Tuesday, Feb. 27. At the right, Ricky 
Walker, a member of the Sons of the 
Republic of Texas and a descendant of 
two members of the Immortal 32, sets the 
wreath up in front of the monument at the 
museum. For more photos, see page B8.

LEW K. COHN

See ENERGY, page A14

See SHOW, page A6

See CHAMBER, page A5

Night!

LEW K. COHN
Shirley Breitschopf’s admission of being speechless for “one of 
the few times in my life” causes Gonzales Chamber of Commerce 
& Agriculture Excellence Gala host Steve Scott to laugh heartily 
and Chamber President Wayne Baker to raise an eyebrow (or 
two). Breitschopf was presented the David B. Walshak Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Thursday, Feb. 22 banquet. For more 
photos, see page B1.

LEW K. COHN AND JUSTIN JIMENEZ
Liz Longoria has the dice ready to throw while playing craps during the 

Gonzales ISD Education Foundation Casino Night at JB Wells Expo Center on 
Saturday, Feb. 24. Attendees played table games, dined on steak and had a 
great time raising money for a worthy cause. For more photos, see page B2.



SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Texas Economic 
Development Council 
(TEDC) named Gonzales 
Economic Development 
Corporation (GEDC) 
as one of the recipients 
of its annual Economic 
Excellence Recognition 
program for 2023.

The awards were pre-
sented on Friday, Feb. 23, 
during the TEDC’s 2024 
Winter Conference in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

The Economic Ex-
cellence Recognition 
program provides 
recognition to economic 
development organiza-
tions that meet a desired 
threshold of professional-
ism. Recipients qualify 
for recognition based

on training taken by 
their governing board/
council as well as the 
economic development 
director and professional 
staff.

Certifications, profes-
sional memberships and 
activities, and organi-
zational effectiveness of 
the economic develop-
ment staff also contrib-
ute to the standards for 
qualification. A total of 72 

economic development 
organizations, includ-
ing GEDC, received the 
TEDC’s 2023 Economic 
Excellence Recognition.

“I’m pleased to share 
that Gonzales Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion (GEDC) is being 
recognized by the Texas 
Economic Development 
Council (TEDC) for its 
economic excellence!” 
said GEDC executive 
director Susan Sankey. 
“This prestigious award 
recognizes the outstand-
ing efforts of GEDC 
in fostering economic 
growth and quality of 
life efforts in Gonzales. 
Thanks for the efforts of 
the board, community 
leaders, business profes-
sionals, many engaged 
citizens, and staff who 
help us grow.”

“The TEDC’s Economic 
Excellence Recogni-
tion program is one of 
the ways in which our 
organization honors the 
outstanding commit-
ment to excellence of 
our communities and 
regions, their leaders, and 
their economic develop-
ment professionals have 
toward the professional-
ization of their economic 

development efforts,” 
noted Carlton Schwab, 
President/CEO of the 
TEDC.” 

The Texas Economic 
Development Council, 
established in 1961, is an 
Austin-based, statewide, 
non-profit professional 
association, dedicated to 
the development of eco-
nomic and employment 

opportunities in Texas. 
The TEDC provides 
information, educational 
and legislative services to 
more than 1,000 mem-
bers. The organization’s 
objective is to support 
the economic growth 
of Texas and develop 
strategies that promote a 
positive business climate 
in the state. 
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Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

March 4March 4
73º/50º

Variable cloudiness; watch for a strong 
thunderstorm in the morning followed by a 

thunderstorm in spots in the afternoon.
40% chance of rain ● RealFeel 75

February 29February 29
67º/52º

Some sun with a strong 
thunderstorm in spots

40% chance of rain ● RealFeel 68

March 2March 2
70º/60º

Mostly sunny
1% chance of rain ● RealFeel 73

Not as warm; mostly cloudy in the 
morning followed by sun through 

high clouds.
1% chance of rain ● RealFeel 72

March 6March 6
70º/53º

March 1March 1
74º/55º

Sunny and warmer
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 75

March 3March 3
74°/56°

Partly sunny
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 73

March 5March 5
78º/52º

Partly sunny
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 82

MOSTLY SUNNYMOSTLY SUNNY

SUNNYSUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

brought to you by

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
March 1st
Max Barta
Lori Benes

Cathy Hanke
Landon Hutchins

Elizabeth Maldonado
Amie Russell
Donna Simper

March 2nd
Lisa Blackwell
Anne Davidson

Helen Hahn
Mallory Pyssen

Michael Torres III

March 4th
Pat Anders

Lanece Darilek
Blakely Riojas

March 5th
Megan Burns

Dardenella Davis
Kim Haynes

Kevin Knesek
Michael Torres Jr

Pat Wenzel

March 6th
Cindy Carter

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

Thursday, March 14, 2024

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1206 N. St. Joseph Street

Registration: 6:00 p.m. 
Business Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

Refreshments 
will be served 

and door prizes 
awarded.

Electricity | Internet | AC/Heating | Electrician Services | Solar & Battery | Community

800.223.4832   |   gvec.org

District 3 Meeting
GVEC MEMBERS IN DISTRICT 3 
ATTEND YOUR DISTRICT MEETING

TACLB00116382E
TECL32802

The purpose of the meeting is to nominate individuals  
as Director-Candidates to represent you on the Board  
of Directors as well as share in topics of interest to you  
on Cooperative-related matters.

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS 
AND PARTIES:

BYK USA Inc, has applied to the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) for renewal of Air Quality Permit 
No. 49153, which would authorize contin-
ued operation of the clay processing plant 
located at 1212 Church Street, Gonzales, 
Gonzales County, Texas 78629. Additional 
information concerning this application is 
contained in the public notice section of 
this newspaper.

Smiley City Council goes over fiscal year audit
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Smiley City Council met for its 
regularly scheduled monthly meeting 
Wednesday, Feb. 21 at city hall.

One of the big items that was men-
tioned at last Wednesday’s meeting was 
the 2021-2022 fiscal audit for the City of 
Smiley. CPA Donald Goldman gave the 
council a presentation of the city’s audit 
and reported it is a clean opinion.

“First paragraph is the opinion and 
we have audited the cash basis financial 
statements on a cash basis and on an 
accrual basis, and do that to try to save 
the city a little bit of money. In our opin-
ion, the financial state referred to above 
presents fairly in all material respects 
with the cash basis financial position of 
the city of Smiley,” Goldman said.

Goldman reported the valorem taxes 
were $41,000 and sales taxes were 
$35,000 for the audited fiscal year.

“The sales tax is trying to increase and 
that’s a good thing. The municipal court 
was at $36,000 and it was down a little 
bit because during that year, you didn’t 
have the staff to do what you needed to 
do,” Goldman said.

“Grant proceeds were $430,000 and 
that was to build capital assets. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of assets $26,000, 
total receipts of $636,000. That’s up over 
the past couple of years, primarily due 
to the grants,” Goldman added.

In other business, the council voted 
on the following agenda items:

• approved the animal ordinance draft 
one that was submitted Wednesday, 
Dec. 20.

• approved to not accepted the animal 
ordinance draft two that was submitted 
Wednesday, Jan. 17.

• approved the Barbie the Crafty 
Board LLC presentation.

• approved the fiscal year 2025 Crimi-
nal Justice Grant program.

Janota seeks Precinct 1 
Commissioner office
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

I am David Janota, a lifelong resident of Gonza-
les County and Precinct 1. I have been married to 
my wife Becky for almost 38 years. We have two 

children and two grandkids. I 
dedicated my service to Gonzales 
as a city carrier, also known as 
a “mailman,” for 37 years, accu-
mulating over 3,000 hours of sick 
time.

Three days after retirement 
from USPS I was and I am em-
ployed by Tyson Foods as a data 
collector (blood-fat-mortality). 
Some of my activities since 

graduating from GHS and attending Southwest 
Texas State University: member of KC #5090 for 
43 years; Gonzales Area Go Texan Community for 
four years; Gonzales Little League for 18 years; past 
board member MHMR; KCTI announcer and DJ; 
Rescue and Recovery Team for one year.

I have owned my own business (Janota’s Exxon) 
and managed a multi-million C-Store. I have also 
served as OIC/Postmaster at Cost, Kingsbury and 
Gonzales Post Offices and was an acting supervisor 
for 17 years.

As your county commissioner, I will be dedicated 
and committed to the county of Gonzales and, 
more importantly, the taxpayers. I am a candidate 
who is uniquely experienced in multiple areas. I 
have the managerial experience to manage cost, 
future investments, lower long term cost of opera-
tions and be mindful of budgetary constraints.

So on March 5, I am asking for your vote to be 
elected as your full time Gonzales County Com-
missioner for Precinct 1.

Editor’s Note: The Inquirer will run one political 
announcement per candidate at no charge when the 
candidate makes his or her initial announcement. 
All other announcements by political candidates 
must be in the form of paid political advertising.

Janota

GEDC honored for economic excellence at winter conference

SPADE & TROWEL HELPS EDWARDS ‘SAVE THE CEILING’

CONTRIBUTED
The Spade and Trowel Garden Club members presented a check to the Edwards Association on Saturday, Feb. 24, to help fund 
their “Save the Ceiling” Campaign to preserve the historic lamella roof at the Edwards High School gym.

Find out 
what all 

your friends 
are talking 

about

YOUR NEWS. YOUR WAY. follow us on
facebook for

easy access to 

The gonzales
inquirer

GonzalesTheThe InquirerInquirer
OUR 160TH YEAR          SERVING GONZALES COUNTY
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

February 29th – March 2nd 
Gonzales County Youth

Livestock Show

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

GONZALES LIVESTOCK 
MARKET
February 24th 
Cattle – 1321
Compared to our last sale: 
Number 1 choice calves and 
yearlings sold steady. Less quali-
ty calves and yearlings sold 
steady. Packer cows sold steady 
& bulls sold fully steady.
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 295-405; 300-400 lbs., 295-
395; 400-500 lbs., 295-380; 500-
600 lbs., 245-330; 600-700 lbs., 
230-271; 700-800 lbs., 198-250.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 
90-155.
Stocker-feeder heifers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 285-330; 300-400 lbs., 300-
355; 400-500 lbs., 275-315: 500-
600 lbs., 242-285; 600-700 lbs., 
212-250.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility 
and commercial, 88-102; Cutters, 
108-118; Canners, 72-85; High 
yielding fat cows, 98-107.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, 
good heavy bulls, 122-131; Light 
weights and medium quality 
bulls,105-118.
Stocker Cows: $900 to $1,900.
Pairs: $1,400 to $2,100.

NIXON LIVESTOCK
February 26TH  
Cattle – 1377
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $297-425
300-400 lbs - $294-415
400-500 lbs - $284-370
500-600 lbs - $249-273
600-700 lbs - $223-273
700-800 lbs - $203-263
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $259-370
300-400 lbs - $259-395
400-500 lbs - $241-355
500-600 lbs - $218-350
600-700 lbs - $207-234
700-800 lbs - $148-212

Slaughter Cows - $82-117
Slaughter Bulls - $94-135
Stocker Cows – $650-1175
Pairs:  $1300-2150

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK
COMMISSION CO., INC.
Sale date: February 20th  
Cattle on hand: 1171
Packer Cows:
High Dressing: $118-133
Medium Dressing: $90-118
Low Dressing: $65-80
Poor/Weak Cows: $58-68
Packer Bulls:
High Dressing Bulls: $118-133
Medium Dressing Bulls: $103-118
Low Dressing Bulls: $100-108
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers:  
NONE
Medium Stocker Cows & Heifers: 
$1225-1825
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: $2150-
2450
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: 
$1300-1525
Stocker & Feeder Calves & 
Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $295-410
200-300 lbs.: $325-420
300-400 lbs.: $315-400
400-500 lbs.: $285-360
500-600 lbs.: $265-325
600-700 lbs.: $240-310
700-800 lbs.: $225-277.50
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $265-400
200-300 lbs.: $280-375
300-400 lbs.: $275-365
400-500 lbs.: $250-335
500-600 lbs.: $230-285
600-700 lbs.: $215-260
700-800 lbs: $200-230
Replacement Heifers:
350-700 lbs.: $240-300
The market was once again high-
er this week. #1 classes sold $4 
to $8 higher. Average of all 
calves sold was $7 higher. 
Grazing demand continues very 

strong. Packer cows & bulls sold 
strong to $2 higher on a total 
supply of 200 head.

SEGUIN CATTLE CO. 
February 21st  
Quality of cattle still remaining 
good. Market steady on all class-
es with packer cattle steady.
Cattle – 524
Sheep & goats – 528
Medium & large frame #1 Steers:
200-300 lb. 2.50-3.44-4.00
300-400 lb. 1.00-3.00-4.20
400-500 lb. .80- 2.82-3.40
500-600 lb. .60-2.35-3.12
600-700 lb. 1.20-2.20-2.95
700-850 lb. .93-2.00-2.35
Medium & large frame #1 
Heifers:
200-300 lb. 1.35-2.75-3.20
300-400 lb. 1.40-2.75-3.30
400-500 lb. .80-2.39-2.95
500-600 lb. .70-2.20-2.74
600-750 lb. .70-1.89-2.42
Cows:
Utility & commercial – .89-1.13-1.20
Cutters – .65-.75-.84
Canners. -.60-.68-.75
Palpated cows – 600-1275
Cow/Calf Pairs – NONE
Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding – 1.10-1.30
Light & Low Yielding – .80-1.09
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies  – 85-225
Kid Goats (Fat) – 2.30-2.92
Wethers -1.10-2.75
Billies – 1.55-2.25
Dorp. Ewes  - 60-180
Dorp. Lambs (Fat) – 2.00-2.85
Wooled Ewes – NONE
Wooled Bucks – 1.40-1.50
Lambs – 1.62-2.05
Barb. Bucks – 260-310

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET
February 23, 2024
Number of head 1,431
There were 301 cows and 41 
bulls. Top packer bull was up to 
$140/cwt, while the top on pack-

er cows was $120/cwt. Prices 
continue to be high as demand 
continues to be very strong, 
resulting in record highs on 
packer bulls. The calf market was 
once again higher even on top of 
last week’s big jump. Demand 
remains incredibly strong across 
the board. Calves were $71/head 
higher on 17 pounds of more 
weight. Great day to be a seller!!
Packer bulls: 
All weights    104.00-140.00
Packer cows:  
canners & cutters  85.00-120.00
poor & weak     30.00-57.00
Palpated: 13  BRED  1300-1700
PAIRS:  1      $1,650 - 2,100   
Steer Calves: 
Under 250 lbs     337.00-400.00 
250-299 lbs.      343.00-400.00
300-350 lbs.     309.00-395.00
350-400 lbs.     313.00-375.00
400-450 lbs.     309.00-332.00
450-500 lbs.     289.00-326.00
500-550 lbs.     289.00-318.00
550-600 lbs.     261.00-318.00
600-700 lbs.      252.00-278.00
700-800 lbs.     244.00-248.00
Bull Calves:      (AVG-HIGH)
Under 250lbs     317.00-410.00 
250-300 lbs.     285.00-390.00
300-350 lbs.     338.00-400.00
350-400 lbs.     293.00-364.00
400-450 lbs.      301.00-334.00
450-500 lbs.      292.00-328.00
500-550 lbs.     275.00-312.00
550-600 lbs.      255.00-302.00 
600-700 lbs      232.00-268.00
Over 700 lbs.     214.00-250.00
Heifer Calves:    (AVG-HIGH)
under 200 lbs.     None
200-250 lbs.     285.00-335.00
250-300 lbs      310.00-360.00
300-350 lbs.    277.00-350.00
350-400 lbs.    289.00-340.00
400-450 lbs.     266.00-322.00
450-500 lbs.     253.00-292.00
500-550 lbs      244.00-272.00
550-600 lbs.    227.00-274.00
600-700 lbs.    220.00-275.00
Over 700 lbs   180.00-240.00

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

Q. We love our Rescue 
Grass lawn this winter. 
Our lawn is normally 
Bermuda grass but it has 
too much shade. What 
can we do to encourage 
the Rescue grass even if 
it is at the expense of the 
Bermuda grass?

A. It will be hard to 
match this year’s growth 
because the heat, bare 
soil and rain timing was 
ideal for a winter lawn 
but as long as the Bermu-
da grass is reduce by the 
shade and there is winter 
rain you should get a 
pretty good growth. 

Q. What is the deal 
with the blue curl wild-
flower? Two years ago 
we didn’t have any and 
now it is taking over! We 
planted a small amount 
two years ago. 

A. The blue curl that 
you planted several years 
ago was able to take ad-
vantage of the heat, bare 
soil, and well timed rain 
that we experienced this 
year. The blue curl and 
rescue grass both were 

able to take advantage of 
the drastic conditions this 
winter!

Q. When should we 
fertilize our St Augus-
tine lawn . It is still dor-
mant and I am worried 
the weeds will take over 
unless we fertilize the 
grass. 

A. The St Augustine 
grass will green up in late 
March and April. Fertilize 
it after it greens up and 
you mow real grass twice, 
usually about May 1. If 
you fertilize too early only 
the weeds benefit. Just 
keep mowing the weeds 
down. 

Q. Which  of the winter 
vegetables will continue 
to taste mild and pleas-
ant farthest into the 
summer?

A. Spinach, Crawford 
lettuce, cabbage, collards, 
and Brussels sprouts are 
my favorite in term of 
staying good tasting. I 
don’t think kale changes 
its taste but it isn’t good 
tasting to me even in 
early winter!

Garden
with
CALVIN FINCHQ&AMARCHGARDENING 

CALENDAR

March is the beginning of the spring vegetable 
gardening month but you can still do some planting 
of winter vegetables. Transplant kale, collards, 
onions  and spinach to the garden first thing in the 
month. You can also seed lettuce, English peas, 
turnips, radishes, beets, and carrots.

Plant potatoes in a trench at least 6 inches deep. 
Gain some depth by mounding the soil over the row 
as the stems emerge. Harvest new potatoes when 
the plants begin to bloom. Harvest the remainder of 
the crop when the plant tops brown. Don’t leave 
the potatoes in the ground too long especially if the 
soil is moist. 

Wait to plant tomato transplants until March 15. 
“Pot them Up” in the meantime. Place a recom-
mended determinate variety such as Rambler, 
Thunderbird, Tycoon, Red Snapper, Celebrity, BHN 
968, Ruby Crush or Red Deuce in a one gallon con-
tainer and then place it in the sun out of the wind 
until March 15.  I think the best tasting tomatoes are 
the cherries Ruby Crush and BHN 958. A 
Determinate variety is one that grows to full size 
quickly and then concentrates on producing fruit.  
Being a determinate variety means that the selection 
can cope with our short tomato growing season. It is 
recommended that the spring planted tomatoes be 
pulled in early July. 

Late in the month plant summer squash, green 
beans, and cucumbers.  If you have had trouble with 
squash vine borers replace the summer squash with 
tatuma. The 2 species taste the same and tatuma 
resists the vine borers. 

Keep mowing the rescue grass weed through the 
month to reduce its eventual seed production and to 
make room for your real grass which should start to 
green up. Wait to fertilize until you mow real grass 

twice, usually at the end of April. 
 If you have problems with sand burs in the sum-

mer apply a preemergent herbicide such as 
Dimension or Crew now. Follow label instructions. 

Finish pruning your fruit trees in March and con-
tinue spraying to prevent insects and fungus.  
Malathion once /week works well for the insects. 
Read the labels and select the fungicide from the 
nursery  shelf that best meets your needs. 

The winter flowers that are remaining cyclamen, 
primula, snapdragons, calendula, and dianthus should 
continue to bloom well into April. Make sure to keep 
protecting the primula with slug and snail bait. 

 You can plant zinnias after mid-March.  The blue 
curl  and larkspur wildflowers will begin to bloom soon.

In addition to the zinnias, blue curl, and larkspur, 
plant mistflower and milkweed  to provide nectar for 
the migrating Monarchs. 



BY ROZ BROWN,  
TEXAS NEWS SERVICE
Special to the Inquirer

The rise of artificial intelligence is 
raising alarm bells for election of-
ficials across the country.

In Texas, Feb. 5 was the last day 
to register to vote in the March 5 
primary election, and officials have 
noted the chaos that ensued ahead 
of New Hampshire’s primary when 
a robocall imitating President Joe 
Biden’s voice told them not to vote. 
That robocall allegedly was gener-
ated  by Life Corporation and was 
allegedly transmitted by a company 
called Lingo Telecom, both Texas-
based companies, according to New 
Hampshire Attorney General John 
Formella.

Rachel Orey, senior associate 
director of the elections project for 
the Bipartisan Policy Center, said 
while the incident like the one in 
New Hampshire might be isolated, 
AI could have other consequences.

“Our bigger concern is what’s 
known as a liar’s dividend,” Orey 
explained. “Even when there are in-
stances of generative AI being used 
to target voters with false informa-
tion, they feed into this bigger risk 
that the presence of false informa-
tion makes voters trust any informa-
tion less.”

Orey pointed out the past few 
years have seen a near constant 
assault on accurate voting informa-
tion, which has made it challenging 
for good information to reach voters. 
She worries what happened in New 
Hampshire is a potential preview of 
what other voters could experience 
this year.

Orey noted AI could supercharge 
the misinformation campaigns that 
have existed for years, but election 
officials across the country have a 
leg up going into the 2024 vote.

“Election officials and voting 
advocates around the country are 
sort of well-prepared to mitigate and 
respond to increases in misinforma-
tion,” Orey emphasized. “Because 
they spent the last couple of years 
flexing that muscle and learning 
how to respond to misinformation 
and election denial campaigns.”

Orey urged election officials to 
have a plan ready to respond to AI 
misinformation campaigns, which 
might include contacting affected 
voters. She added right now, regula-
tory options do not exist to stop 
dishonest AI operations.

Support for this reporting was provided by 
The Carnegie Corporation of New York.
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage 
reader participation on its Opinion page. Diverse 
and varied opinions are welcomed. Because of 
space limitations, we must limit all contributors 
to one letter per person per month. Letters of 
400 words or less will be published unless they 
contain language or content that the editors feel 
is inappropriate. Letters must either be about 
Gonzales County, from a resident of Gonzales 
County, or in response to a story that appears in 
print or online in The Inquirer. 

During periods ahead of an election, The 
Inquirer does not accept letters to the editor 
urging voters to vote for or against candidates 
in local elections. Endorsements should be 
displayed in political advertising. In light of this 
policy, we reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters for references to candidates and whether 
or not they should be elected. The Inquirer 
will accept letters expressing views on bond 
measures, constitutional amendments and other 
such issues. Letters will not be accepted once 
early voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish 
factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the 
newspaper will be published. Letters to a 
third party or those written to more than one 
newspaper are not accepted. “Wallpaper” – 
submissions that are in large part copied-and-
pasted from another author or organization 
– will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter 
writers should address the issue at hand. 
Discourse should be civil and people should 
be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters 
referring to news stories should also mention the 
headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer’s street address or route address 
telephone number, which will be used for 
verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul Street, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in a digital 
format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to 
Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.
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Texas’ prime grilling season is 
only weeks away. I await in the 
shadow of a conundrum, not 

knowing whether to mark off calen-
dar days with giddy anticipation or be 
“gloomed” like Charlie Brown stum-
bling away from another setback.

There’s a certain limpness accom-
panying the unknown. That’s how I 
remember a sudden desire at age 30 
to learn to play the organ, blowing off 
a warning to allot plenty of practice 
time. Right off, I bought a Wurlitzer 
transistorized model on a monthly 
pay-out plan. Months later, I sold it 
for pennies on the dollar.

 The pattern started with my first 
and only childhood violin lesson. 
I didn’t want to go, but parentally 
driven, I fumbled through it, knock-
ing over a lamp, tracking mud into the 
teacher’s home and finally dropping 
the fiddle. “If you don’t shape up this 
minute,” she said sternly, “I’m going 
to tell your folks that you have definite 
promise.”….

 *****
This is a new day and a new chal-

lenge. This time, I’m “locked and 
loaded.” First off, I have a 55-gallon, 
custom-built steel grill that takes 
three strong men to move and one 
strong man to lift the lid. No one lives 
here with such attributes, so I’ve de-
cided to sell it. (It is embarrassing to 
ask neighbors repeatedly to lift and/
or lower the grill lid.)

There is hope, however, with a state-
of-the-art Camp Chef, charcoal pellet-
burning, WiFi-equipped grill I bought 
from a man who is good at grilling and 
desired a bigger one, perhaps to feed 
neighbors in all directions.

Curses!  The purchase may have 
been ill-advised. It didn’t dawn on me 
what “WiFi-equipped” portends. I’m 
afraid it means there’s a good chance 
it involves my smartphone, and at the 
moment, we are not “speaking.” The 
grill handbook says I can--with my 
phone--control grilling from my easy 
chair or from other time zones. Truth 
to tell, I just want to master the art in 
“present tense,” smelling the aroma 
and seeing the flames that may need 
squirting….

Almost forgot . On one end, there’s 
a small butane burner, suggesting that 
I can cook two things at once. Again, a 
challenge looms.

 I headed for Lowe’s, not notic-
ing that I parked within a few feet of 
the Blue Rhino display that includes 
dozens--if not hundreds--of cannis-
ters of butane, or maybe it’s propane, 
or maybe they’re the same thing.

Inside the store, I asked a couple 
of “associates” about the location of 
those butane “thingamajigs,” since 
“cannister” was a term I’d hear later in 
the visit. One employee directed me to 
lawn/garden, and another suggested 
aisle eight. I decided to visit customer 
service for specific directions….

The gracious woman answered, 
“They’re outside, since they can’t 
legally be brought inside the store. 
Pay for it at the register, and someone 
will accompany you to the Blue Rhino 
display.”

All went well. I paid, and a lady 
showed up with a key to unlock the 
bin containing stacks of cannis-
ters, each splashed with big letters: 
“FLAMMABLE.” (This made me 
ponder whether there’s a difference 
between “flammable” and “inflam-
mable,” but such discourse is for 
another time.)

Before leaving, I noticed that Lowe’s 
offers free tire inflation adjacent to the 
Blue Rhino display. Hmmm, maybe 
there’s a reason I’ve never seen any-
one getting air there. Some may fear 
a malfunctioning air hose--or errant 
cars moving within a few feet of the 
display--could cause an explosion. 
Who knows? My immediate concern 
was mastering safe use of butane at 
one end of my grill and electrically-
ignited charcoal pellets at the other….

 Later, I thought of the old joke 
about a parachutist whose ‘chute 
didn’t open and the old couple who 
replaced their woodstove with a 
butane replacement they didn’t know 
how to ignite.

They met in midair, him going 
downward as the couple soared up-
ward. “Know anything about para-
chutes?” the former frantically asked.

“No,” one oldster responded, “Do you 
know anything about butane stoves?”….

Dr. Newbury, longtime university president 
and author, writes weekly and speaks 

throughout Texas. Contact: 817-447-3872. 
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.
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Hello, my name is Anton W “Tony” Matias and I am 
running for the office of Gonzales County Commissioner 
Pct. 1. I am a lifelong resident of Gonzales. I have been 
married to my wife Nora for 11 years and together we have 
children, grandchildren, a great grandchild, and two fur 
babies. I also have a sister Donna Spahn married to Smokey 
Spahn. 

I started working for Ehrig and Kapavik during my high 
school years and later worked as a foreman for Tommy Wil-
son for 26 years. I was offered an opportunity to work for 
Dell Whiddon Pct. 1 Road and Bridge and started working 
for Pct. 1 and have been there for 18 years. I have learned 
to operate heavy equipment, knowledge on road materials, 
and the county transitioning from hiring contractors to the 
purchase of equipment for the county to do the work saving 
the taxpayers money. I am currently the Foreman for Pct. 
1 under Del Whiddon and have acquired managing skills 
working alongside my co-workers as well as the knowledge 
of the duties of being a County Commissioner. 

I have been a volunteer for the Gonzales County ESD/
EMS for 25 years and currently as a rescue captain under 
Eddie Callender Executive Director. As your County Com-
missioner I will work with the elected officers and officials 
to address issues, maintain the county infrastructure, attend 
training and conference classes, manage the county budget 
while overseeing the county taxes, approve county con-
tracts, serve on county related boards, work with emergen-
cy management, work with our first responders and other 
entities. I have been committed to working for the citizens 

of Gonzales County both as an employee of the county and 
a volunteer for EMS. With your vote I would like to contin-
ue working for the citizens as your Commissioner for Pct. 
1. I am hard working, honest, and committed. My phone is 
always on and I will work with the citizens and their con-
cerns. Early voting is Feb. 26th thru March 1st and election 
day is March 5th. Voting location is at the Randall Rather 
Building at 427 St. George.

Political Advertising for by Anton W. “Tony” Matias, Gonzales, TX 78629

Anton W. “Tony”

MATIAS
Gonzales County Commissioner Pct. 1

CHAMBER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Local volunteer (and peren-
nial Santa Claus) Kenny Hyden 
and the Come and Take It Com-
mittee both won the Communi-
ty Service Award, while Lavonne 
Hyden and Linda Menking won 
the inaugural President’s Ap-
preciation Award for their work 
with the Chamber.

Chamber President Wayne 
Baker touted Breitschopf as 
the “epitome” of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award as a life-
long Gonzalean who has been 
“a pillar of the community, 
seeking success and growth for 
her hometown.”

“Throughout her life, she has 
promoted Gonzales both eco-
nomically, socially and through 
volunteerism,” Chamber Presi-
dent Wayne Baker said. “She 
has been in real estate busi-
ness, owning her own agency 
(Breitschopf-Cooper Realty) for 
50 years. During this time, she 
has been an integral part in nu-
merous transactions by bring-
ing in new businesses, connect-
ing investors to development, 
finding homes for new residents 
and commercial transactions. 
During her travels she endorses 
Gonzales as a wonderful place 
to open a business, raise a fam-
ily and retire.”

Breitschopf has been a 
member of numerous organiza-
tions and boards in Gonzales 
and started the First Shot Cook 
Off, which ran for 14 years and 
raised thousands of dollars for 
the Gonzales Elks Lodge and 
the Gonzales Junior High ath-
letic program.

Baker said Kenny Hyden’s 
dedication to volunteerism “is 
truly unparalleled, extending 
his helping hand to virtually ev-
ery corner of our community.”

“For over a decade, he 
has tirelessly overseen the 
safety and maintenance of our 
grounds and has embodied 
steadfast leadership and unwav-
ering commitment,” Baker said. 
“Beyond this pivotal role, he has 
seamlessly stepped into the role 
of the holiday cheer spreader 
without ever compromis-
ing the magic for anyone. His 
involvement in events such as 

Go Texan, stock shows and his 
steadfast support for churches, 
city and county entities reflect 
his boundless generosity and 
community spirit.”

The Come and Take it Com-
mittee was recognized for grow-
ing the community’s showcase 
festival into an event that 
attracts thousands of attendees 
and has a local economic im-
pact to the tune of $1.2 million 
annually.

“The committee has exhibited 
remarkable resilience, working 
collaboratively to ensure the 
continuity of the festival,” Baker 
said, noting initiatives such as 
waving fees for non-profit orga-
nizations and  increasing safety 
and security while working to 
keep the festival free of entrance 

and parking fees that hamper a 
number of similar-sized events 
in other communities.

In his farewell remarks, Baker 
addressed the vacancy in the 
executive director position and 
said the Chamber board sees 
this period of transition as one 
to reassess the “organizational 
structure” of the Chamber.

“As many of you are aware, we 
are in a transition period right 
now regarding our Chamber 
leadership and the executive di-
rector,” Baker said. “Despite this, 
we’re focusing on the positive 
aspects of our journey forward. 
We’ve been diligently working 
to ensure benefits for all of our 
employees. Our strategic plan-
ning session provided valuable 
insights into the optimal opera-

tion of our Chamber.
“We as a board spent the day 

with with an expert in the field 
and learned a lot about what 
we’re doing right what we’re do-
ing wrong and we’re just trying 
to make our organization a lot 
better. A lot of the changes have 
been brought on by COVID, so 
we’re reassessing our organi-
zational structure to ensure its 
effectiveness. We’ve conducted 
research and engaged with the 
community and other commu-
nities to explore various models 
and how they run their Cham-
ber office. I’m optimistic that 
once we finalize our plans, the 
Chamber will flourish for years 
to come.”

Incoming President Doug 
Durham said the mission before 
the Chamber and the com-
munity to preserve Gonzales’ 
heritage and promote its future 
is “not about any single person.”

“This is about us, all of us. It’s 
about honoring the spirit that 
built this town, brick by brick, 
dream by dream,” Durham said. 
“It’s about cherishing the stories 
carved into our streets, historic 
architecture, through the work 
ethic inspired by agriculture, 
and as a rural community, and 
whispered within our centuries-
old walls. But history isn’t just 
a museum exhibit — it’s a 
living tapestry, woven with the 
threads of collaboration and 
community, and that’s exactly 
where the chamber comes in.

“We are the bridge between 
our cherished past and our 
thriving future. Together, we 
can breathe new life into our 
historic spaces, attracting 
visitors and supporting local 
businesses who tell our unique 
story. Empower entrepreneurs, 
answering the spirit of grit 
that continues to flourish on 
our historic lots. Cultivate a 
culture of growth, preserving 
our heritage, while embracing 
responsible growth and creating 
a thriving economy that benefits 
all. Championing the soul of 
our town, we will preserve our 
historic landmarks, celebrate lo-
cal artisans, and keep the spirit 
of our ancestors alive through 
storytelling and community 
events.”

Durham said the journey to 
accomplish this mission “won’t 
be easy.”

“It demands a collective ef-
fort to open minds and shared 
vision. Together we can build a 
future where history is not only 
of a bygone era, but of a vibrant, 
thriving community that honors 
its past while raising the pos-
sibilities of tomorrow,” Durham 
said. “Let’s listen to the whis-
pers of our history, learn from 
its lessons and write the next 
chapter together — a chapter 
fulfilled with innovation, op-
portunities and the unwavering 
spirit that has always defined 
our talent.”

Above: Members of 
the Come and Take It 
Committee receive the 
Community Service 
Award from the 
Gonzales Chamber 
of Commerce & 
Agriculture during the 
annual banquet. Left: 
Chamber President 
Wayne Baker, 
right, presents the 
Community Service 
Award to Kenny Hyden 
at the annual Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce 
& Agriculture banquet 
on Thursday, Feb. 22.

PHOTOS BY LEW K. COHN
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THE RIGHT CARE, RIGHT HERE.

Providing the right care for this community means understanding the 
many health and wellness needs of the people who live here. Gonzales 
Healthcare Systems meets those needs with THRIVE Healthplex, a world-
class fitness, therapy and total-body wellness facility offering 
exercise programs, state-of-the-art equipment, personal trainers and 
an indoor pool, all in a family-centered atmosphere that includes a 
lounge, conference room and supervised children’s area. In addition, 
THRIVE is home to our hospital’s therapy department, making it one of the 
most complete life-enhancing health and wellness centers in the area, all 
right here, close to home.

gonzaleshealthcare.com • 1110 N. Sarah DeWitt Dr. • Gonzales, TX 78629 • 830-672-7581

For more information about classes  
or membership visit  

gonzaleshealthcare.com/thrive-healthplex 
or call 830-672-4986.

bulances were gradually added to the 
fleet as calls increased. The ambulances 
were parked next to City Hall under a 
metal cover, often referred to as “the 
barn.” When a call was dispatched, the 
Gonzales Police Department dispatcher 
on duty would hurry outside to unlock 
and start the ambulance so it would be 
ready and warming up when the volun-
teers arrived.

For several years the city allowed the 
Ambulance Corps to have a storage 
cabinet in City Hall to store medical 
supplies. Eventually, a portable building 
was added next to the ambulances to 
hold supplies and training equipment.

Around 1986 the Ambulance Corps 
was able to build a small station in the 
500 block of Saint Francis Street, on city 
property. That building could narrowly 
house three ambulances, a small dormi-
tory for one person and a supply closet. 
Ambulances could be pulled out on 
the concrete drive and tables set up for 
classes and meetings.

In 1989, when training require-
ments had multiplied immensely and 
volunteer ranks were diminishing, the 
citizens and voters of Gonzales County 
elected, by a margin of 86 percent in 
favor, to create the Gonzales County 
Emergency Services District.

The purpose was to stabilize the 
funding and advance the level of care of 
prehospital emergency care in Gonzales 
County. The ESD legislation was passed 
in 1987. Gonzales County became only 
the seventh ESD in the state. (There are 
now approximately 375 ESDs covering 
one-third of Texas’ fire and EMS needs.) 
The Gonzales Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps was 15 years old at that time.

About the same time, the GCESD 
Board of Directors asked the “Gonzales 
County Rescue & Recovery” team to join 
the Ambulance Corps. That arrange-
ment has worked well ever since. The 
Rescue Team, still all volunteers, helps 
with auto crash disentanglements, swift 

water rescues and drownings.
They also help protect other first 

responders by directing traffic at crash 
scenes and setting up helicopter land-
ing zones when needed. They also assist 
EMTs and Paramedics with lifting and 
loading patients, assisting with treat-
ment, and driving the ambulance if 
both medics are needed in the back 
of the ambulance. This group is now 
simply known as the Rescue Division of 
the EMS.

After the creation of the ESD, the 
ESD Board of Commissioners chose 
to contract the two then existing EMS 
agencies in Gonzales County: The 
Gonzales Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
and the Nixon-Smiley Volunteer Am-
bulance. The GVAC covered from the 
northern boundary of the county down 
to approximately Bebe across to Smiley. 
Gonzales covered about 80 percent 
and Nixon-Smiley the other 20 percent. 
Eventually the Nixon-Smiley organiza-
tion closed and the ESD contracted 
solely with the Gonzales Volunteer 
Ambulance Corp, dba Gonzales County 
EMS & Rescue.

In the mid 1990s, the GVAC had 
outgrown the St. Francis Street Station. 
A building at 1703 St. Joseph St., next 
to the Whataburger, became the next 
building to be remodeled and adapted. 
Some years later, a lot behind the St. 
Joseph St. building was purchased and 
a metal building was built to house the 
ambulance and rescue assets.

While transitioning from the 501(c)
(3) to the ESD operation, the ESD had 
to have a separate office location to 
get licensed by Medicare. Offices were 
built inside the Qualls Street ambulance 
building, which were inadequate but 
sufficient for temporary use. A location 
at 1724 Hickston was then purchased in 
March 2021 to house the ESD adminis-
trative offices, a meeting room, class-
room, kitchen, restrooms and such for 
the crews. Living quarters for the em-

ployees then moved into the previous 
admin offices in the Qualls building.

 When GVAC had reached 45 years of 
service, and the ESD, created in 1989, 
was 30 years old, the ESD Commis-
sioners opted to take over the direct 
provision of EMS and Rescue. On March 
20, 2020, the Gonzales County ESD 
No. 1 had their TEXAS EMERGENCY 
SERVICES PROVIDER LICENSE from 
the Texas Department of State Health 
Services, and just like when Seydler-Hill 
turned the ambulance service over to 
the volunteers 45 years earlier, the ESD 
was ready and never missed a beat.

As of March 2024, it will be 50 years 
since the handoff from Seydler-Hill. 
Of note is that over those 50 years, the 
sophistication and abilities of the local 
EMS have increased beyond measure. 
It is also noteworthy that local EMS 
responses have gone from the volun-
teer days when alerts were made by 
pager and volunteers had to drive to the 
“barn” to today. Now, crews are noti-
fied by radio and are one of four crews 

at three stations in the county where 
their response is almost immediate. The 
annual call volume has gone from about 
300 to over 3,000 per year.

EMS in Gonzales County is about 
to begin its second half century. 
Thanks to the leadership of their ESD 
Commissioners and support from 
the citizens for the first fifty years, 
Gonzales County ESD #1 EMS & 
Rescue is poised to do even grander 
and more meaningful things in the 
future. With the new station — where 
EMS employees and Rescue volunteers 
will be more comfortable and better 
able to train and practice, and where 
citizens will have opportunities to learn 
CPR, First Aid, Stop the Bleed and 
other meaningful skills — prehospital 
emergency care will get better and more 
lives will be saved in the future than in 
the past.

The public is invited to come see the 
new EMS & Rescue station at 1700 Wa-
ter St., Gonzales, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, March 21.

EMS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

of the 12,889 registered voters in Gon-
zales County. That number includes 
1,136 Republicans voting in person 
and 35 voting by mail, while 80 people 
have voted in person and 10 by mail in 
the Democratic primary.

The main location for early voting 
is the Randle Rather Building, 427 St. 
George St., Gonzales, with satellite lo-
cations at City of Nixon Building, 302 
E. Central, Nixon, and Waelder City 
Hall, 300 Hwy 90 W, Waelder.

On Thursday, Feb. 29 and Friday, 
March 1, early voting will be from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

The last day to apply for a ballot by 
mail (received and not postmarked) is 
Friday, Feb. 23.

Election day voting will be held 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 
5, at a number of locations.

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY
There are three candidates run-

ning for Precinct 1 commissioner in 
March: David Janota of Gonzales, a 
data collector; Anton “Tony” Matias of 
Gonzales, a road foreman for Precinct 

1; and Ryan W. Mills of Gonzales, a 
natural resource consultant.

The two candidates running for 
Precinct 3 commissioner are Thomas 
“Tommy” Barnick of Harwood and 
Roy A. Staton of Gonzales. Both list 
their occupations as being in road and 
bridge.

Incumbent Precinct 1 County Con-
stable Johnnie Hall faces a challenge 
from former Smiley City Marshall 
Scott Rhodes Sr., who ran against Hall 
in the 2020 GOP primary as well.

The race for U.S. Congress for House 
27 has four candidates in the March 
GOP primary — incumbent Michael 
Cloud of Victoria and challengers Luis 
Espindola, a defense contractor; Scott 
Mandel of Corpus Christi, a corporate 
CEO; and Chris Mapp of Port Arthur, 
who is in marine manufacturing.

For state House 44, the incumbent 
Rep. John Kuempel has three GOP 
primary challengers in federal pro-
curement employee David Freimarck 
of Cibolo, former state Rep. Alan 
Schoolcraft; and retired U.S. Marine 
Greg Switzer of Seguin.

Unopposed races locally include 
25th District Judge (incumbent Bill 
Old); 2nd 25th District Judge (in-
cumbent Jessica Richard Crawford); 
County Attorney (Eduardo “Eddie” 
Xavier Escobar); Sheriff (incumbent 
Keith A. Schmidt); Tax Assessor-
Collector (incumbent Crystal Cedillo); 
Precinct 3 Constable (incumbent 
Derek Johnson); Precinct 4 Constable 
(incumbent John J. Moreno); and 
County Chair (incumbent Liz Hernan-
dez).

There are also 13 propositions on the 
GOP ballot representing issues of im-
portance to the state Republican Party.

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY
The U.S. House District 27 race has 

two candidates on the ballot: teacher 
Tanya Loyd and tax preparer Anthony 
(A.J.) Tristan.

Meanwhile, running unopposed 
are candidates for Sheriff (Clay Allen); 
State Board of Education District 3 
(incumbent Marisa Perez-Diaz); Texas 
House District 44 (Eric Norman) and 
County Chair (Yolanda Messman).

WHERE TO VOTE ON ELECTION DAY
1 & 15  Randle-Rather Building
        427 St. George St., Gonzales, TX 78629
2        Emmanuel Fellowship & School
        1817 St. Lawrence St., Gonzales, TX 78629
3        City Hall Gonzales
        820 St. Joseph, Gonzales, TX 78629
4&6     City Hall Nixon
          302 E. Central, Nixon, TX 78140
5      Belmont Community Center
        14335 HWY 90A W, Gonzales, TX 78629
7       Elks Hospital
           1963 FM 1586         
8       Harwood Community Center
        101 CR 230 N, Harwood, TX 78632              
9       Waelder Community Center
           311 Hwy 90 W, Waelder, TX 78959
10       Smiley Fire Station
           208 N FM 108, Smiley, TX 78159
11     Peach Valley Camp
          582 CR 357, Gonzales, TX 78629
12      Riverside Community Center
          200 St. Lawrence St., Gonzales, TX 78629
13     Leesville Cemetery Asso.
          6077 CR 155, Leesville, TX 78122
14      Cheapside Community Center
           18 CR 297A, Cheapside, TX                              

VOTE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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ROY A STATON
Republican Candidate for Gonzales County Commissioner Pct. 3

I’m Roy A Staton, I’m Running for the office of Gonzales 
County Commissioner Pct 3.

I was born and raised in Gonzales, I’m a Member of the 
Gonzales High School Class of 1982.

I’ve been Married to my wife Kellie for 33 years.
We have two sons, Adam and Read Staton.
My Parents are the late Roy Edwin Staton and Peggy Ad-

ams Staton. 
After Graduating from Gonzales High School, I went to 

work for GVEC in Gonzales. I worked with the electrical 
dept becoming a lineman. After my time at GVEC, I Accept-
ed the position as Electrical/Line Superintendent for the city 
of Luling. 

Ultimately, I decided Gonzales is where I wanted to be 
and took a position with Gonzales County Pct 3 Road & 
Bridge. I’ve been with Gonzales County Pct 3 for 19 Years. 
I also owned and operated Staton’s Wild Hogs for nearly 15 
years.

I’m a past member of the Gonzales Volunteer Fire Dept, 
Ottine Volunteer Fire Dept, and Gonzales County Area Go 
Texan, to name a few organizations I have worked with.

I feel I bring a special insight to this position with my ex-
perience working with Pct 3, I have the Knowledge of what 
it takes for this Pct to operate, and I have many new ideas 
of my own. I have had the honor of learning some of the ins 
and outs from current and former commissioners. 

I have budget and management experience, and I can 
ensure you I have the county and taxpayers’ best interest at 
heart. My #1 priority will be the appropriate allocation and 

usage of all taxpayers’ dollars in the precinct and county 
wide. I’ve attended and completed Advanced Management 
courses at Texas A&M.

I believe in transparency; I have included my phone num-
ber on my handouts. If at any time you have questions or 
concerns, I will communicate with you and will address any 
issue you may have. I work for you, and all the taxpayers 
of Gonzales County. I humbly and respectfully ask for your 
support in the upcoming election.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Gonzales High School proudly 

presents The Book of Dog. Local 
public performances are Sunday, 
March 3 at 2 p.m. and Saturday, 
March 23 at 7 p.m. at the Gonzales 
Jr. High Auditorium. Tickets are $5 
and sold online at https://gonzale-
sisd.revtrak.net/high-school-one-
act-play-the-book-of-dog-/#/list.

The company directed by Leslie 
Buesing and Madi Pope head to 
their District OAP contest March 9 at 
Cuero ISD’s Performing Arts Center. 
They perform first at 11 a.m.

Company members include: River 
VanKirk, Ainsley Pope, Emily Hull, 
Alejandro Orduna,  Luhana Wells, 
Brett Needham, Jeslynn Vigil, Ryann 
Michalec, Austin Valenta, Hailey 
Garza, Autumn Hataway, Madsion 
Stewart, Anahi Meza, Nick Gonza-
les, Lily Reeves, Aubree Tovar and 
Paulina Venegas.

Gonzales High School OAP to perform ‘Book of Dog’

 CONTRIBUTED

VC’s 2023-24 Music 
Scholarship Recipients 
(left to right) are, front 
row, Alana Mascorro, 
Kayla Plummer, Christal 
Martinez, and Jennifer 
Torres; middle row, Sam-
mantha Garza, Izabela 
DeLaRosa, Elisa Lopez, 
Lauren Anzaldua, and 
Mollye Joslyn; and back, 
Kyle Raz.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
The Gonzales Flying Lions club held 

a lively meeting on Saturday, Feb. 24, 
starting with a grand entrance as Lion 
Pilot Gordon Richardson arrived with 
his son Gordon and grandson Harry in 
a classic 1967 Bonanza V35.

The meeting kicked off with a deli-
cious breakfast of egg sandwiches, 
which were enjoyed by all in atten-
dance.

The discussion topics ranged from 
historical aircraft, particularly those 
from World War II, to upcoming air 
shows and opportunities for youth in 
aviation. Members also deliberated 
on fundraising initiatives for the Lions 

Park in Gonzales and the Lions Camp, 
emphasizing their commitment to 
community service and youth develop-
ment.

Dr. John Coale and Harry Richardson 
captivated the group with a demon-
stration using a bore scope, allowing 
them to peer into the manifolds of a 
Cessna 210. This hands-on experience 
provided valuable insights into aircraft 
mechanics and maintenance.

The meeting concluded on a high 
note, with members expressing their 
eagerness to continue their work in 
supporting the local community and 
fostering a love for aviation among 
youth.

Gonzales Flying Lions hold 
enthusiastic meeting

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Victoria College is accepting appointments for music scholarship auditions for 

band, choir, and orchestra.
Auditions will take place from 10 a.m.–noon on Saturday, March 30 and Satur-

day, April 6 at the VC Fine Arts Building, Room 103.  
Students who want to audition must make an appointment and audition during 

their assigned time. Appointments will be scheduled on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

For more information about VC’s music courses and scholarships, or to reserve 
an audition time, email Melissa Balli at Melissa.Balli@VictoriaCollege.edu.

The Fine Arts Building is located between Entrances 6 and 7 on VC’s Main Cam-
pus at 2200 E. Red River Street.

VC to hold auditions for music 
scholarships March 30, April 6



Oren C. “Buddy” Rem-
mers, age 89, died Tues-
day , February 20, 2024 
at Seton Hospital in Kyle, 
Texas after a lengthy illness. 
He was born to Otto and 
Alice (Kasper) Remmers 
on March 10, 1934 on the 
family farm in Gonzales 
County, Texas, just south-
west of Shiner..

He attended Mengers 
country school near Shiner, 
riding his horse to and from 
as his mode of transporta-
tion. He attended Shiner 
High School where he 
played on Shiner High’s 
first varsity football team 
and later graduated as class 
valedictorian. 

Oren or “Buddy” as his 
many friends called him, 
enrolled at Texas A&M Uni-
versity where he majored in 

Agricultural Education. He 
was a member of Air Force 
ROTC in the Texas A&M 
University Corps of Cadets. 
He graduated in 1956 With 
a bachelor’s degree in 
Agricultural Education and 
went to work interning for 
the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (US 

D.A.) Soil Conservation 
Service (S.C.S.) in Goldth-
waite and Lampasas, Texas. 
Next he took positions 
as a Soil Conservationist 
working in San Saba, Llano, 
Alice and finally as District 
Conservationist for the 
Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service (N.R.C.S,) 
for Gonzales County until 
his retirement after 40 plus 
years of service. During his 
career with N.R.C.S., Buddy 
received numerous awards 
for service.

Survivors are his sons, 
Jeff Remmers of Corpus 
Christ and Kirk Remmers 
and wife Gail of Shiner; 
grandson Austin Remmers 
(Jessica) of Shiner and 
great-grandchildren, Oren 
James Remmers and Gloria 
Ruth Remmers.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents and wife Glo-
ria Ann (Kloesel) Remmers.

Oren C. “Buddy” Rem-
mers will be greatly missed 
by his family and friends.

Visitation 4 to 6 p.m. with 
Prayer Service at 6:30 p.m, 
Monday, February 26, 2024 
at Thiele Cooper Funeral 
Home.

Funeral Service 10:30 
a.m., Tuesday, February 
27, 2024 At Shiner Luther 
UDML Church with Pastor 
Chris Heinold officiating. 
Burial to follow at Shiner 
Cemetery next to his wife.

Memorials may be given 
to Shiner Lutheran UDML 
Church.

Arrangements by Thiele 
Cooper Funeral Home, 361-
293-5656.
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems
February 2024

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Audiology Pain Management
1 2 Amy Trost Eric Miller, MD

Dr. Ryan Hearing Specialist 830-272-7746
Dr. Echols 830-372-2237

Urology
5 6 7 8 9 Chiropractic Robert Ryan, III, MD

Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Amy Trost Jeff Echols, DC 830-379-8491
Dr. Miller Dr. Echols Dr. Miller 512-799-6811

Ophthalmology
12 13 14 15 16 Dermatology Joseph Kavanagh, MD

Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Dr. Bui Vicente Quintero, MD 830-379-3937
Dr. Malik Dr. Quintero Dr. Twitero Dr. Echols 830-626-5551
Dr. Desai DeTar Oncology Dr. Malik Orthopedics

19 20 21 22 23 Nephrology Trent Twitero, MD
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Azhar M. Malik, MD 830-625-0009

Dr. Miller Dr. Kirchner 361-576-0011
Dr. Echols Yong Du, MD Podiatry

26 27 28 29 361-576-0011 Terri Quebedeaux,
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan DPM, PA

Dr. Echols Obstetrics 830-303-0005
Alyson Kirchner, Charles White, DPM
MD, OBGYN 830-303-0005

Located at THRIVE Healthplex 830-379-1500
Orthopedics Surgery Cardiology Dermatology Austin Maternal 
Gloria Box, MD Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS William Craig, MD Alpesh Desai, DO Oncology Fetal Medicine
830-672-8497 830-672-8497 830-672-3845 713-864-2659 DeTar Cancer Center 512-821-2540

361-485-9600

Outpatient Clinic
Specialty Physician

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E bcaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

OBITUARIES

Doris Eileen Soefje 
Hewell, age 95 of Seguin, 
passed away on Febru-
ary 22, 2024.  Doris was 
born on April 27, 1928, in 
Leesville, Texas to Hilda 
(Grimm) and Dono Soefje.  

Doris joined the Meth-
odist Church in Leesville, 
Texas at 13 and regularly 
attended church and Sun-
day School.  She attended 
school in Leesville for 
eleven years graduating as 
the Class Salutatorian.  Af-
ter graduation, she went to 
work for Southwestern Bell 
Company as a telephone 
operator.  

On June 6, 1948, she 
married Clarence Alvin 
Hewell at the Methodist 
Church in Leesville.  They 
were blessed with four 
children, Catherine Eileen 
Hewell Vorpahl, Sharon 
Esther Hewell, Patricia 
Ann Hewell, and Clarence 
Alvin Hewell, Jr.  

After her son Al started 
school, she worked as a 
bookkeeper at Hewell 
Brothers Chevrolet in 
Nixon.  The family moved 
to Seguin in 1967 where 
Doris worked as a Martin 
L. Steger Supply Company 
bookkeeper.  She served 
on the Board of Directors 
and was the Board Sec-
retary.   After twenty-two 
years of service, she retired 
in 1989.  

Doris enjoyed quilting, 
gardening, and working in 
the yard.  Her most special 
times were spent among 
family and friends, espe-
cially at Soefje/ Grimm, 
Hewell/Hensley gather-
ings, or Leesville Home-
coming Celebrations.  

Doris and Alvin were 
active members of the 
First Methodist Church 
of Seguin, where she held 
a life membership in the 
United Methodist Women 
organization. 

Doris is preceded 
in death by her loving 

husband of 64 years, Alvin 
Hewell, daughter Patricia 
Ann Hewell, son-in-law, 
Earnest Vorpahl,  parents 
and her mother-in-law 
and father-in-law, Ruby 
Esther (Hensley) and 
Thomas Coke Hewell, Sr., 
her brothers-in-law and 
sisters-in-law, Thomas 
and Frances Hewell and 
John Bird and Wildajean 
Hewell, and nieces Marian 
Sue Baenziger, Martha Jo 
Haas and husband Gary, 
and Peggy Hewell,  and 
great-nephew Kenny 
Eshelman.

Survivors include her 
daughters, Cathy Vorpahl 
and Sharon Hewell and 
fiancé Mick Mikulenka; 
son, Al Hewell, and wife 
Kathy; sister, Carol Dodgen 
and husband Tom; grand-
children, Jeffery Jubela 
and fiancé Mary Just Buch-
holz, Kyle Jubela and wife 
Lisa, Kristopher Vorpahl, 
Kimberley Vorpahl, 
Dr. Valerie Hewell, and 
husband Jared Lundgren, 
and Brien Hewell and wife 
Elizabeth; great-grand-
children, Michael Vorpahl, 
Hunter Jubela, and wife 
Macey. Ryland Jubela, Re-
ese Jubela, Emma Jubela, 
Gavin Vorpahl, Morgan 
Sekula and husband Aus-
tin, Caleb Kunde and wife 
Cassie, Max Kunde, Bailee 
Anderson, Emery Vor-
pahl, Laura Hewell, Blake 
Lundgren, Bali Buchholz, 
and Mason Buchholz; 

great-great-grandchildren, 
Wyatt Jubela and Hudson 
Jubela; numerous nieces, 
nephews, other loving 
family members and many 
friends.

Visitation was held on 
Monday, February 26, 
2024, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM 
at Tres Hewell Mortuary.  
Funeral services were 
held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 27, 2024, at 10:30 
a.m. at Nixon Methodist 
Church with the Reverend 
Audrey Hewell officiat-
ing.  Interment followed 
in the Nixon Cemetery.  A 
reception followed at the 
Richardson Center.  

Pallbearers will be Jef-
fery Jubela, Kyle Jubela, 
Kristopher Vorpahl, 
Kimberley Vorpahl, Valerie 
Hewell, and Brien Hewell. 
Honorary pallbearers will 
be Tom Dodgen, Stephen 
Dodgen, Troy DePal-
ermo, Colby DePalermo, 
Johnny Hewell, Joe Hewell, 
Tommy Hewell, Dean Es-
helman, Mike Bond, Louis 
Soefje Jr., Stanley Burris, 
and K. John Odom.  

Instead of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to Lees-
ville Cemetery, CR 155, 
Leesville, Texas 78122, or 
to the Nixon Cemetery 
Association, P.O. Box 427 
Nixon, Texas 78140, or 
Nixon Methodist Church, 
410 N Franklin Ave, Nixon, 
TX 78140.      

The family would like 
to give special thanks to 
her caregiver and friend, 
Diana Montanez, along 
with Lynn Hancock and 
her staff at Willowbrook 
Personal Care Home.

You are invited to sign 
the guest book at www.
treshewell.com.  Arrange-
ments are under the 
direction of Tres Hewell 
Mortuary, 165 Tor Dr., 
Seguin, Texas, 78155, 830-
549-5912.    

Doris EilEEn soEfjE HEwEll

Jennifer Jones Hull, 41, 
passed away on February 
19th, 2024 in her home in 
Gonzales, TX after a brief 
but severe battle with 
cancer. 

Jennifer is a 2001 gradu-
ate of Gonzales High 
School and spent her life 
in the area. She is survived 
by her husband Billy Hull 
of Gonzales, son’s Blake 
(age 20), Matthew (age 
15), daughter Mandy (age 
13), her mother Millie 
Jones of Harwood, father 

Mike and wife Marie Jones 
of Houston, aunt Jackie 
Ideus of Harwood, broth-
er Travis and wife Melissa 
Jones, nephew Jackson 
and niece Sawyer Jones 
of Austin. The family will 
host a graveside service 
at Thomsonville Memo-
rial Cemetery on March 
9th, 2024 a/t 11 AM with 
a lunch will follow at the 
Thompsonville Commu-
nity Center.  David Mills 
of the Gonzales Church of 
Christ will be officiating.

Donations may be 
made to the future care of 
Mandy Hull at www.go-
fundme.com/mandy-hull

jEnnifEr jonEs Hull

orEn C. rEmmErs

Benigno Martinez Var-
gas, Sr. “Bene” of Lubbock, 
Texas entered eternal rest 
on Monday, February 19, 
2024, at 6:33 a.m., sur-
rounded by his family. 
He lived to be 78 years, 6 
months and 4 days.

Bene was born on Au-
gust 13, 1945, in Moulton 
Texas. He and his parents 
would migrate for cot-
ton season to Lubbock 
to work at Liberty Co-op 
Gin. When the season 
was over, they would then 
head home to Waelder, 
Texas. In 1964, while at 
the Liberty Co-op Gin in 
Lubbock a young lady by 
the name of Albina Reyna 
Alaniz caught Bene’s eye. 
They courted for four years 
and on April 20, 1968, they 
joined together in mar-
riage. Their union blessed 
them with four children.

Though he has left this 
world, his gentle spirit 
endures in the countless 
hearts he touched with 
warmth and kindness. 
Bene was a man of unwav-
ering faith. His devotion 
to the Lord was evident in 
every aspect of his life. His 
gentle spirit left a lasting 
impact on everyone he en-
countered. He wasn’t just a 

provider; he was the heart 
and soul of his family, 
guiding them with wisdom 
and showering them with 
affection.

Those who knew Bene 
will always remember his 
love for “pan dulce” and 
“cafesito” and his heartfelt 
gratitude expressed with a 
simple yet sincere “thank 
you, thank you.”.  His 
contagious smile will be 
greatly missed. Bene found 
joy in spending time out-
doors, especially seating 
outside on the porch. Early 
on he delighted in taking 
photos of his loved ones. 
Both Bene and Albina 
enjoyed visiting family and 
friends.

Bene is survived by his 
wife of 55 years, 9 months 

and 30 days, Albina Alaniz 
Vargas.

Three daughters: Diana 
Cimental (Domingo), Lety 
Dulack (Chris), Veronica 
Vargas, and his son, Benny 
Vargas Jr. (Christina). His 
legacy lives on through 
his eight grandchildren: 
Nicole, Elijah (Ally), 
Elizabeth, Ethan, Amaya, 
Brianna, Quintin, and Me-
lia, and two great-grand-
children, Ellie and Zoe. He 
now reunites with his dear 
mother, Hilaria Martinez 
Vargas (1904-1970), and 
father, Juan Lopez Vargas 
(1912-1996), who preced-
ed him in death.

A visitation was held 
for family and friends on 
Monday, February 26, 
2024, at Seydler – Hill Fu-
neral Home in Gonzales, 
Tx from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. 
A Funeral Service was 
held on Tuesday, February 
27, 2024, at Seydler – Hill 
Funeral Home at 10:00am. 
Interment followed at 
Waelder Cementerio Bau-
tista in Waelder, Tx.

Donations in Bene’s 
memory can be made to 
Meals on Wheels at 2304 
34th St Lubbock TX 79411 
or to their favorite organi-
zation.  

BEnigno martinEz Vargas sr.

Take
It On 
The 
Run.

Look for this logo
to sign up at

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Get the news anytime, 
anywhere with
an eEdition
subscription
for just 

$42
PER YEAR

additional obituaries can be found on page a9
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George Butler was born 
on March 4, 1944 and 
entered eternal rest on 
January 4, 2024. 

George was a Military 
Veteran and a Real Estate 
Broker for over 50 years. 
Not only was he a mentor, 
but a good friend to us as 
well.

His Memorial Service 
will be held Sunday, March 
3, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. at Gon-
zales Memorial Cemetery 
– Hwy. 90 and St. Louis 
Street/Shiner Hwy., Gon-
zales, TX. (All attendees 
are welcome to join Mike 
and his wife for dinner (at a 
local restaurant that will be 
announced) at the memo-
rial service.

Memorial Donations are 
welcome. All costs associat-
ed with this memorial ser-
vice and the grave are being 
covered by Mike Hanson 
and the Gonzales Associa-
tion of Patriots (G.A.P.)

If you would like to 
donate to assist Mike and 
the G.A.P. with these costs, 
please contact Mike at 
guadalupevalleyservices@
gmail.com or donate on 
the Mike Hanson Archives 
website at: https://mike-
hansonarchives.org/. Flow-
ers are welcome and can be 
dropped off at 725 Tate St., 
Gonzales, TX 78629 or for 
more information, call 830-
672-3089. Thank You!

GeorGe Butler 
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “jumpy as
      _  ___ on ice”
  5  Saturday is a
      cowboy’s ____ day
  6  TX Mildred ____
      “Babe” Didrikson
  7  Austin band: “Asleep
      __ the Wheel”
  8  Texas fire ___
  9  inner Fort Worth
      suburb: ______ City
15  director Preminger
16  TXism: “grabbin’ 
      at straws”
19  detests
21  “copying” company
22  “Wreck it Ralph”
      song: “When ___  _
      ___ You Again?”
27  party-giver
28  “____  __ on” (tell
      somebody else)
29  Austin’s “TreeFolks”
      encourage people
      to _____  _ tree
30  TXism: “she could
      sell ice cubes to
      _______”
32  noted TCU coach:
      _  _ “Dutch” Meyer
33  “let _______  __
      bygones”
36  TXism: “ain’t ___
      _ lick of sense”
37  this agcy. adminis-
      ters soc. security
38  TXism: “____  __  _
      bill of goods” (lied)
39  biblical shouts of
      praise
41  golf peg
42  TXism: “short as __
      ____ eyebrow”  

  1  “Honest ___” Lincoln
  2  this Farley founded
      Boys Ranch in
      Oldham County
  3  city in Texas and
      Georgia
  4  TXism: “you can
      take ____  __  ___ 
      ____” (certain)
  8  foot digit (2 wds.)
  9  TXism: “___ 
      _______  ____ bark
      on a tree” (frugal)
10  TXism: “honest __
      the day is long”
11  3rd largest political
      party in U.S. (abbr.)

45  clean and tidy
46  Texas legendary “no
      hitter” pitcher (init.)
47  TXism: “____-walking
      drunk”
48  maker of caulks and
      sealants
49  he is _  ______ to his
      state (a fine Texan)
52  Del Rio FM station
53  ___ Colony, Texas
      in Denton County

54  this Desmond
      played with the
      Texas Rangers
      in 2016 playoffs
55  TX Perot’s 1st naval
      officer rank (abbr.) 12  university before it

      was Texas A&M-
      Kingsville (4 wds.)
13  antimony ____ are
      processed at a 
      smelter in El Paso
14  TX Tommy Lee
      Jones 1978 film:
      “Eyes of Laura ____”
15  Galveston has the
      “International
      ________ Festival”
16  office furniture
17  works hard to do
      something (2 wds.)
18  locals hired to be in
      a crowd in a film
20  TXism: “useless as
      panty____ to a pig”  

22  Texas singer of “Is
      Anybody Goin’ to
      San Antone” (init.)
23  first Texan moon-
      walker, Bean (init.)
24  “no” votes
25  gold brick, e.g.
26  rustled cattle, e.g.
28  ____ and pans
31  cow sounds

34  “Hook ‘__ Horns!”
35  on the Gulf: “___
      Rim State Park”
37  TXism: “He’s still
      got some ____ in
      his garters” (able)
40  “____ as a pin”
43  on banks of the Rio
      Grande: “Santa
      ___ National 
      Wildlife Refuge”
44  a bolo to a cowboy
50  this Tom pitched
      for the Astros in the
      1993-94 season
51  soft drink created
      in Waco: __ Pepper
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Your Real Estate Resource for Life
Serving Gonzales County and Central Texas

Rafe Jackson 512-217-3171  •   Brie Schauer Irons 830-203-8759

OBITUARY

Meet women in STEM careers at 
‘Texas Girls in STEM Day’ event
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Victoria College invites the community to celebrate 
Texas Girls in STEM Day on Friday, March 1 with a 
panel discussion featuring six accomplished women 
working in science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) fields at the Mission-Aransas National 
Estuarine Research Reserve and the HARTE Research 
Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies.

The free event will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. at VC’s 
Health Sciences Center, located at 2200 E. Red River St.

Local high school students and community members 
are welcome to hear the panelists discuss their STEM 
journeys and careers. Participants will also have the 
opportunity to interact with the panelists, sign a “STEM 
Explorer” commitment certificate, and enjoy refresh-
ments, a selfie station, and giveaways.

Texas recognizes March 1 as Texas Girls in STEM Day 
to celebrate and encourage girls to participate in STEM 
fields. House Bill 3435, passed by Representative Rhetta 
Bowers, established the day to promote programs, 
ceremonies, and classroom activities that highlight the 
achievements of women in STEM careers.

For more information, call (361) 573-3291.

Crossroads Community Band, VC 
students to host spring concert
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Crossroads Community Band, in collaboration 
with Victoria College students, will host a spring con-
cert at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, at Victoria East High 
School. 

The free event will showcase members of the Cross-
roads Community Band and VC students as they per-
form a selection of music featuring Cloudburst by Eric 
Whitacre and other selections by James Curnow, Henry 
Fillmore, Ron Nelson, Robert W. Smith, and Clifton 
Williams.

Victoria East High School is located at 4103 E. Mock-
ingbird Lane.

For more information, contact Cy Miessler at (361) 
572-6425 or Cy.Miessler@VictoriaCollege.edu.

Museum to host Texas Independence Day Book Festival
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Victoria College’s Museum of the 
Coastal Bend invites the commu-
nity to celebrate Texas authors at 
the Texas Independence Day Book 
Festival from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 2.

The festival will offer a day of 
literary events, including book 
signings, individual book sales, 
and engaging author discussions. 
Attendees can enjoy readings from 
notable authors, including:

• Keynote speaker Louise 
O’Connor, ranching family histo-
rian and author

• Charles Alcorn, former UHV 
professor

• Cheryl Johnson, author and 
photographer

• d.j. Rangel, essayist and novel-
ist

• Amy Reid, archaeologist and 
author

Funding for the event is pro-
vided in part by the Anne Kouba 
Memorial Fund.

The festival is free and open 
to the public, with events taking 
place at the museum and the VC 
Library, both located on VC’s Main 

Campus at 2200 E. Red River St.
For more information, contact 

Claudia Moseley at Claudia.Mose-
ley@VictoriaCollege.edu or (361) 

582-2559.
The complete schedule of read-

ings and events is available at 
MuseumOfTheCoastalBend.org.

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS

GONZALES COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

02/11/24 – 02/17/24

02/11/24
• Rowlett, Fauna 

Renee,10/1979, 
Gonzales, Warrantless/
On-View - Poss Marij <2 
Oz, Released - $1,500 
Bond

• Gonzales, Ray, Jr, 
05/1985, Karnes City, 
Other Agency Hold - 
Driving W/Lic Inv W/Prev 
Conv/Susp/W/O Fin Res, 
Requires $2,500 Bond, 
Released – Transfer To 
Karnes County 

• Gammons, Serena 
Irvin, 12/1977, Gonzales, 
Other Agency Hold - Fail 
To ID Fugitive Frm 
Justice Refuse To Give, 
Other Agency Hold - Fail 
To ID Fugitive Frm 
Justice Refuse To Give, 
Other Agency Hold - Fail 
To ID Fugitive Frm 
Justice Refuse To Give, 
Other Agency Hold - Fail 
To ID Fugitive Frm 
Justice Refuse To Give, 
Other Agency Hold - Fail 
To ID Fugitive Frm 
Justice Refuse To Give, 
Released Warrant 
Recalled 

02/12/24
• Delagarza, Arthur 

Ricardo, 12/1984, 
Gonzales, Warrantless/
On-View - False Drug 
Test Man/Del Subst/
Device, Requires $4,000 
Bond, Remains In 
Custody 

• Beene, Clegg 
Tolbert, 02/1991, 
Gonzales, Commitment/
Sentence - Continuous 
Violence Against Family, 
Remains In Custody

• Perez, Joe 
Alexander, 02/1978, 
Gonzales, Commitment/
Sentence - Proh 
Substance/Itemin 
Correctional Facility, 
Released Time Served

• McGlothine, Dennis 
Ryan, 11/1987, Leesville, 
Commitment/Sentence - 
Man Del CS PG 
1>=1g<4g, Remains In 
Custody

• Hartsell, Phil Rob, 
01/1991, Nixon, Local 
Warrant – Stalking, 
Requires $75,000 Bond, 
Local Warrant - Viol 
Bond/Protective Order 2+ 
Times W/I 12 Mo  Pc, 
Requires $100,000 Bond, 
Released

• Corpus, Elida Pardo, 
10/1965, Lockhart, Local 
Warrant – Poss CS PF 
1/1-B<1g, Remains In 
Custody

• Candia, Jody Leno, 

07/2002, Cuero, Local 
Warrant - Indecency W/A 
Child Exposes, Requires 
$100,000 Bond, Other 
Agency Hold – Detainer, 
Remains In Custody

02/14/24
• Mendez, Martin, Jr, 

08/1989, Waelder, 
Warrantless/On-View - 
Public Intoxication, 
Released – Order To 
Appear JP1

02/15/24
• Thomas, Cory David, 

12/1984, Hutto, Local 
Warrant - Forgery 
Financial Instrument 
>=$2500< $30K IAT, 
Released $25,000 bond

02/16/24
• Cannan, Amanda 

Marie, 09/1991, Gonzales, 
Commitment/Sentence - 
Poss CS PG 1 <1g, 
Released – Weekender

• Hernandez, Isabel 
Marie, 05/1985, Gonzales, 
Commitment/Sentence - 
Theft Prop >=$2,500 
<$30k, Released – 
Weekender

• Riojas, Coty John, 
06/1987, Nixon, 
Commitment/Sentence - 
Criminal Mischief >=$100 

<$750, Released – 
Weekender

• Garcia, Roy James, 
03/1963, Gonzales, Local 
Warrant - Driving W/Lic 
Inv W/Prev Conv/Susp/
W/O Fin Res, Released 
$1,500 Bond

• Fullilove, Jonathan 
Bobby, 03/2000, 
Gonzales, Commitment/
Sentence - Poss Marij <2 
Oz, Released - 
Weekender

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other 
agency arrest and pro-
cessing’s:

GCSO 17
DPS  03
GPD  06
WPD  00
NPD  01
GISD  00
SMO  01
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00

Total  28
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Apaches FC earns big 
win over San Antonio JFK

STAFF REPORT
The Gonzales Apaches made a statement with 

their 3-0 win over the JFK Lady Rockets Tuesday, 
Feb. 27 at home. 

The Lady Apaches extended their win streak to 
four in a row and have shut out all of their oppo-
nents in the last four games.

Gonzales sits in third place with a 4-2-1 record 
in District 27-4A and are eyeing second, where 
Yoakum sits with a 4-1-3 district record. 

The Lady Apaches and Yoakum Lady Bulldogs 
will face each other at Apache Field Friday, March 
1 with second place on the line and will host the 
Fox Tech Lady Buffaloes Tuesday, March 5. 

All the games kick off at 5 p.m.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Apaches’ Damian Orduna (13) chases the ball down field against the San Antonio JFK Rockets in a huge district match Tuesday, 
Feb. 27. 

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gozales Apaches FC keep their 
playoff hopes alive with a 1-0 shutout 
road win over the San Antonio JFK 
Rockets. 

The Apaches pressured their defense 
onto the Rockets and prevented them 
from scoring all game; goalies Miguel 
Moreno and Andres Govea earned mul-
tiple saves in the win. 

“Saving the goals is amazing. Blocking 
everything. There was more communi-
cation. My mind was focused on making 
sure I was distributing right and doing 
everything that I possibly can from the 
back, making sure I’m running the de-

Lady Apaches 
FC wins fourth 
game in a row

East Bernard 
hands Lady 
Apaches second 
loss of the season
STAFF REPORT

The No. 4-ranked Gonzales Lady Apaches (11-2) 
were handed a rare loss Tuesday, Feb. 27 in East 
Bernard. 

The Lady Apaches fell to the Lady Brahmas, 7-2, 
and were handed their second loss of the season. 
Earlier in the season, Gonzales had beaten East 
Bernard, 6-3, at the Columbus tourney.

Gonzales recorded three hits in the loss; sopho-
more Ava Carrizales lead the team with two hits. 

Freshman pitcher Dixie Rae Lester recorded six 
strikeouts, 12 walks, and zero hits in the loss; Les-
ter, Haley Cantu and Sarah Padilla all combined 
allowed just three hits for the game. 

The Lady Apaches will head back on the road to 
battle the No. 20 Smithville Lady Tigers Tuesday, 
March 5. 

First pitch is set at 7 p.m.

Lady Apaches add more to the win 
column at Wimberley tournament
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Lady Apaches im-
proved to 11-1 after their Wimber-
ley Tournament trip Thursday, Feb. 
22 to Saturday, Feb. 24.

The Lady Apaches finished 4-1 in 
the tournament with their only loss 
coming to Class 3A No. 3 Halletts-

ville, 10-0, in the first game of the 
tournament.

Gonzales went on a four-game 
winning streak, beating Wimber-
ley,12-2; Weimar, 6-2; Decatur, 12-5; 
and Little River Academy, 2-1.

The Lady Apaches will be on a 
four-game road trip against East 
Bernard (Tuesday, Feb. 27), Smith-

ville (Tuesday, March 5), Rice 
Consolidated (Friday, March 8) and 
Steele (Monday, March 11).

Gonzales will return home 
Tuesday, March 12 for the district 
opener against the La Vernia Lady 
Bears.

First pitch for the Smithville and 
Rice games are set for 6 p.m.

Apaches compete 
in the Van Vleck 
Tournament
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches baseball team trav-
eled on the road for their first tournament of 
the season in Van Vleck Thursday, Feb. 22. 

The Apaches went 2-2 in the tournament; 
beating Louise, 18-2, and Wharton, 6-1; and 
falling to Bay City, 9-4, and Ganado, 12-1. 

The Apaches came out of the tournament 
with a 3-2 record and will head to Karnes City 
Thursday, Feb. 29 for their second tournament 
of the season. 

Gonzales will take on Refugio, Stockdale and 
Karnes City at the tournament. 

The Apaches will head back on the road for 
their third tournament of the season in Cedar 
Creek on Thursday, March 7.

Apaches fall to 
Bulldogs in six 
innings on the road
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches traveled back on the 
road for a non-district match against the Flato-
nia Bulldogs Monday, Feb. 26.

The Apaches took a 5-1 lead entering the 
bottom of the second, but Flatonia scored the 
next 14 runs and shut out Gonzales for the last 
four innings.

Gonzales fell to Flatonia, 15-5, in six innings 
and dropped to 3-3 on the season.

The Apaches will return to the road for their 
second tournament of the season in Karnes 
City Thursday, Feb. 29 where they’ll take on 
Refugio, Stockdale and Karnes City.

Gonzales will close out tournament play at 
Cedar Creek Thursday, March 7.

See SOCCER, page A11
The Gonzale Apaches FC break out of the huddle to start the second half 
against San Antonio JFK at Edgewood Veterans Stadium. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Gonzales Lady Apaches at the Wimberly tournament Thursday, Feb. 22. Left to Right: Gyzelle Guevara (11), Dakota Schmidt (15), 
Peyton Springfield (22), head softball coach Michelle Uribe, Sarah Padilla (7) and Ava Carrizales (2). 
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fense and maybe the mid as well,” 
Govea said. 

Moreno filled in as goalie in the 
second half and for 40 minutes 
he and his defense had to stay 
focused on not allowing a goal.

“I feel the need to just stay 
focused and make sure to talk 
with my defense to know the 
situation and just keep my mind 
straight and not get too stressed 
out closing out the second half of 
the game, but I felt good overall,” 
Moreno said. 

The Apaches got through to 
the JFK side of the field and got 
multiple shot attempts on goal, 
but in the eight minute mark of the 
first half, the Apaches’ Christopher 
Gonzalez got the score that won 
the game. 

“I’m really excited. It was my 
first goal. And I love that that was 
my first goal of the season. I’m just 
really happy that I got to get the 
win for my team, and hopefully 
many more to come,” Gonzalez 
said. 

Apaches head soccer coach 
Shea Seip was proud of how his 
team performed and earned a 
must win to keep their playoff 
hopes alive.

“It was so important to our con-
fidence and we could still go all 
the way and finish in second place. 
Our district is so tight right now. 
We did give the district tonight to 
La Vernia. And congratulations to 
them; they had they played one 
hell of a season and we’ll see them 
again and we’ll take some points 
off of them,” Seip said. 

Gonzales has two big matches 
coming up against Yoakum and 
Fox Tech; the Apaches beat Yoa-
kum and tied Fox Tech and will 
mentally prepare for those teams, 
especially the rematch against Fox 
Tech.

“Our mindset is I think we can 
actually get the win at their home 
[Fox Tech]. We can bring it to 
ours. I think we can win these next 
couple of games. We’ve been get-
ting better,” Gonzalez said. 

The Apaches host the Yoakum 
Bulldogs Friday, March 1 at 7 p.m. 
and will travel to San Antonio 
Monday, March 4 for round two 
against Fox Tech at 7 p.m.

SOCCER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A10

STAFF REPORT
The Nixon-Smiley Mus-

tangs traveled to Victoria 
Saturday, Feb. 24 for the 
final regional qualifier 
meet at Victoria West 
High School. 

The Mustangs finished 
sixth overall at the meet 
with 11 points and con-
cluded the regular season 
with 14 lifters heading to 
the regional meet Thurs-
day, March 8 in Colmes-
neil, Texas. 

Cesar Vasquez finished 
second in the 114 weight 
class with 903 total 
pounds and John Garza 
finished third with 890 
total pounds in the 132 
class. 

Vasquez, Garza, 
Andrew Meza, Eduardo 
Bentancourtn, Khalu 
Jantes, Tyler Barrientez 

Oscar Acosta, Jose Olvera, 
Adolfo Vazquez, Miguel 
Valerio, Omar Morales, 
Jesus Espino, Gavino 
Moreno and Noah Jenks 
have punched their tick-
ets to the regional meet. 

--RESULTS--
114 Weight Class: second place: C. 
Vasquez: 930 total pounds
123 Weight Class: A. Meza: 300 total 
pounds and A. Flores: 335 total 
pounds
132 Weight Class: third place: J. Garza: 
890 total pounds
148 Weight Class: seventh place: Eric 
Rodriguez: 1,000 total pounds and 
11th place: Jaydin Munoz: 850 total 
pounds
165 Weight Class: fifth place: M. 
Valerio: 1,105 total pounds
198 Weight Class: 13th place: Adan 
Zavala: 1,140 total pounds, 16th place: 
Alan Espino: 1,075 total pounds, and 
17th place:  Jaylun Rodriguez: 1,040 
total pounds. 
308 Weight Class: fourth place: Noah 
Jenks: 1,260 total pounds.

Mustangs compete 
in final regional 
qualifier in Victoria

STAFF REPORT
The Nixon-Smiley Lady 

Mustangs kicked off their 
season on the road at the 
Natalia softball tournament 
Thursday, Feb. 22 through 
Saturday, Feb. 24. 

The Lady Mustangs went 
2-3 in the tournament, beating 
Jefferson, 9-3, and IDEA South 
Flores, 12-11; and lost to Som-
erset 15-1, Natalia, 11-1, and 

Pleasanton 10-7. 
Nixon-Smiley will travel to 

Seguin for the final tourna-
ment of the season Thursday, 
Feb. 29 through Saturday, 
March 2.

The Lady Mustangs will host 
back-to-back home games 
against Llano Tuesday, March 5 
and Shiner Saturday, March 9.

The Llano game starts at 
6:30 and the Shiner game 
starts at noon. 

Lady Mustangs compete in 
the Natalia softball tournament

STAFF REPORT
The Gonzales Lady 

Apaches traveled 
to Edinburg for the 
THSWPA Regional 
Championship Tuesday, 
Feb. 27. 

The Lady Apaches 
had six lifters competing 
at regionals; Madison 
Sampleton, Shelby 
Borjon, Jazlin Juarez, 
Alize Miller, Denisse 
Navarro and Serenity 
Perez. 

Sampleton finished 
second with 1,060 total 
pounds in the 220 weight 
class. Borjon clinched 
third with 850 total 
pounds in the 181 weight 
class. Juarez finished 
third in the 220 weight 
class with 830 pounds 
and Miller finished ninth 
with 725 total pound in 
the 165 weight class. 

“Proud of all six 
girls who qualified 
for regionals. In the 
toughest region for 
powerlifting, they 
competed hard all year, 
lifting new totals weekly 
and winning medals and 
team awards along the 
way,” Lady Apaches head 
powerlifting coach Saul 
Hinojosa said. 

Sampleton and Bojon 
both qualified for the 
state meet in Frisco and 
will compete at the meet 
Saturday, March 16.

Lady Badgers beat Lady Mustangs in five innings
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mus-
tangs hit the road again Monday, 
Feb. 26 for a match against the 
Karnes City Badgers.

The Lady Mustangs fell to 

Karnes City, 17-7, in five innings. 
Nixon-Smiley was outscored 

14-2 in the third inning, but 
scored five more runs to the close 
out the game.

The Lady Mustangs will travel for 
their final tournament of the sea-

son in Seguin Thursday, Feb. 29. 
Nixon-Smiley will return home 

host back-to-back home games 
against Llano Tuesday, March 5 
and Shiner Saturday, March 9. 

Llano game starts at 6:30 p.m 
and the Shiner game is at noon. 

STAFF REPORT
The Nixon-Smiley Mus-

tangs baseball team trav-
eled to Three Rivers for 
the season opener and 
their first tournament 
Thursday, Feb. 22. 

The Mustangs finished 
0-2-2 at the tournament 
over the weekend; they 
tied with Stockdale, 3-3, 
and Luling, 10-10, and 
lost to Falls City, 7-5, and 
Comfort, 9-1. 

The Mustangs will 
return for their home 
tournament Thursday, 
Feb. 29 through Saturday, 
March 2. 

Nixon-Smiley will 
host back-to-back home 
games with Stockdale, 
Friday, March 8, and the 
district opener against 
Randolph Tuesday, 
March 11.

First pitch for the 
Stockdale and Randolph 
games is set for 7 p.m.

Mustangs baseball 
competes in the Three 
Rivers tournament

Apaches powerlifting competes in final regional qualifier meet
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches finished fifth 
place with 20 points in their final power-
lifting regional qualifying meet Thurs-
day, Feb. 24 in Kenedy. 

Landon Holub finished first in the 275 
weight class with 1,610 total pounds; 
Jesus Maldonado and Gustavo Rodri-

guez finished second in their respective 
weight classes. 

The Apaches are sending eight lifters 
to the regional meet Thursday, March 
7 in Colmesneil, Texas; Maldonado, 
Holub, Rodriguez, Hector Reyna, 
Jessiah Barr, Kaden DeLeon, Gary 
Lewis III, and Omar Borjon are the 
eight lifters. 

--RESULTS—
J. Maldonado second (114) with a total 595
Pedro Borjon  (165) with a total 695
Roland Nino. (165) with a total 670
G. Lewis III fifth (242) with a total 1,275
L. Holub first (275) with a total 1,610
G. Rodriguez second (308) with a total 1,390
Leonel Tinajero fourth (308) with a total 930

Lady Apaches powerlifting competes at regional meet

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Gonzales Lady Apaches powerlifting team at the THSWPA regional powerlift meet in Edinburg, Texas Tuesday, 
Feb. 27. Number two ranked Madison Sampleton and Shelby Borjon will compete in the state powerlifting meet in 
Frisco, Texas Saturday, March 16. Left to Right: Serenity Perez, Denisse Navarro, Sampleton, Alize Miller, Borjon, 
Jazlin Juarez. 

Gonzales’ Shelby Borjon holds her third place medal in 
the 181 weight class at the regional meet. 

Gonzales’ Jazlin Juarez (third place) and Madison 
Sampleton (second places) stand on the podium with 
their medals in the 220 weight class at the regional 
meet. 

Nixon-Smiley junior catcher 
Hailee Houseton (2) at the Natalia 

tournament Friday, Feb 23. 
Below: Nixon-Smiley infielder 
Emily Granados (10) at bat for 

the Lady Mustangs in the Natalia 
Tournament Friday, Feb. 23.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
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Gonzales 
JV track 
competes 
in Ganado
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales JV track teams 
traveled to Ganado for their sec-
ond meet of the season Thursday, 
Feb. 22. 

The JV Apaches finished sev-
enth with 34 points and the JV 
Lady Apaches finished sixth with 
49 points at the meet. 

The Gonzales JV track teams 
will travel to La Grange Thursday, 
Feb. 29 for its third meet of the 
season. 

--RESULT—
JV APACHES:

100M Dash: Jzyah Melancon (12th place), John 
Izaguirre (24th place), and Bryce Eleby (31st place)
200M Dash: Marcus Izagueirre (10th place) and 
Hector Reyna (12th place)
400M Dash: Enrique Reyna (fourth place) and 
Kevin Reyna (13th place) 
800M Run: Carlos Pedraza (sixth place) and E. 
Reyna (eighth place)
1600M Run: Carlos Pedraza (fifth place) and E. 
Reyna (eighth place)
4x200: Tavarus Ornales, Tommy Barnes, M. 
Izaguirre and H. Reyna (fourth place)
Long Jump: T. Ornales (sixth place)
Shot Put: Isaiah Balderas (eighth place)
Discus: Marcus Lampkin (second place)
Triple Jump: H. Reyna (seventh place)
High Jump: T. Barnes (first place)

JV LADY APACHES:
100M Dash: Makayla Smith (fourth place), Miley 
Pena (21st place), and Kendal McDow (27th place).
200M Dash: Mikilah Jones (eighth place), Mariah 
Mendoza (26th place) and Vivian Galindo (28th 
place).
400M Dash: Adalina Moreno (12th place) and 
McKenzie Gillette (17th place) 
800M Run: Jaelyn Ramos (seventh place)
100M Hurdles: Kylee Bairrington (11th place), J. 
Ramos (13th place) and Anastasia Martinez 
(14th place)
300M Hurdles: Kaitlyn Griffin (fifth place), Zniyah 
Washington (eighth place) and J. Ramos (11th 
place)
4x100: M. Jones, Z. Washington, K. McDow, and 
Krysten Jones (eighth place)
4x200: Zoey Barefield, M. Pena, Yesi Melchor, 
Kea’anna White (third place)
4x400: Abrial Reyna, Jazlin Castillo, Z. Barefield, Y. 
Melchor (seventh place)
Long Jump: K. McDow (13th place) and Kynleigh 
Schreoder (17th place)
Shot Put: K. White (first place)
Discus: K. White (second place) and Anayah Bolden 
(fifth place)
Triple Jump: Kamryn Riojas (seventh place)
High Jump: Tenly Matias (sixth place)

Lady Apaches 
finish third at 
Ganado meet; 
Apaches 
finish sixth
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales varsity track teams trav-
eled to Ganado Thursday, Feb. 22 for their 
second meet of the season. 

The Lady Apaches took home third place 
with 99 points and the Apaches finished in 
sixth place with 53 points.

The Gonzales track team will travel to La 
Grange Thursday, Feb. 29 for its third meet 
of the season.

--RESULTS—
APACHES:

100M Dash: Daevien Pitts (third place), Davonte Smith (fourth 
place), Jermane Upshaw (17th place)
200M Dash: D. Pitts (third place), Damion Hunt (seventh place), 
and River VanKirk (16th place)
110M Hurdles: Travis Malveaux (seventh place)
300M Hurdles: T. Malveaux (third place) and Joshua Salinas (21st 
place)
4X100: D. Hunt, D. Smith, Cole Duty, D. Pitts (third place)
4x200: Keath White, C. Duty, T. Malveaux and D. Smith (10th place)
4x400: D. Hunt, R. VanKirk, K. White, and J. Salinas (10th place)
Long Jump: D. Pitts (18th place)
Shot Put: J. Upshaw (fourth place), Omar Borjon (fifth place) and 
Rafael Rodrigez (sixth place)
Discus: J. Upshaw (fifth place)
Triple Jump: T. Malveaux (first place)

LADY APACHES:
100M Dash: Tiana Smith (first place), Malaiyah Mayo (eighth 
place), and Hailey Camarillo (15th place)
200M Dash: Jayda Glass (first place) and Macy Pena (ninth place)
400M Dash: J. Glass (second place), Kaylyn Gonzales (sixth place) 
and Kilee Schwausch (11th place)
800M Run: K. Schwausch (third place) and Jordyn Gonzales (fifth 
place)
1600M Run: J. Gonzales (third place)
3200M Run: Marianelly Martinez (second place)
100M Hurdles: M. Pena (seventh place)
300M Hurdles: T. Smith (fifth place), Aubrey Lindemann (sixth 
place) and Alaina Valle (seventh place)
4x100: J. Glass, T. Smith, K. Gonzales, M. Mayo (first place)
4x200: M. Pena, H. Camarillo, Kaylie Ramirez and M. Mayo 
(seventh place)
4x400: K. Gonzales, A. Lindemann, K. Ramirez and K. Schwausch 
(sixth place)
Long Jump: M. Pena (eight place) and T. Smith (12th place)
Shot Put: Macy Sample (third place) and Malory Clack (sixth place)
Discus: M. Sample (third place), Serenity Smith (seventh place) 
and M. Clack (eighth place)
Triple Jump: T. Smith (first place), A. Valle (seventh place) and 
Jayda Glass (12th place)
High Jump: A. Lindemann (seventh place)
Pole Vault: H. Camarillo (seventh place)

Above: Gonzales 
Junior High eighth 
graders Carsyn 
Carrizales, Joslynn 
Haywood, Jonalyn 
Hunt and Lainey 
Witzkoske took 
home first place in 
the 4x100 relays at 
the Lockhart meet 
Wednesday, Feb. 
23. Left: Eighth 
graders Carsyn 
Carrizales and 
Vivana Barrientos at 
the Lockhart meet. 
Carrizales took 
home first place and 
Barrientos finished 
second in the 300m 
Hurdles. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

STAFF REPORT
The Gonales Lady Apaches seventh 

and eighth grade track teams competed 
in their first meet in Lockhart Wednes-
day, Feb. 21. The seventh and eighth 
grade teams took home first place at the 
meet and several Lady Apaches walked 
away with first place medals. 

Eight grader Sofia Castro finished 
first in the 2400m run; Bryanna Cana-
les first place in the long jump; Kianni 
Rodriguez finished first in the shot put, 
Josslyn Haywood earned multiple first 
places in the high jump, 400m run and 

800m run; Jonalynn Hunt finished first 
in the 100m dash; Carsyn Carrizales 
finished first in the 1600m and the 300m 
hurdles; and Haywood, Gabby Cobler, 
Viviana Barrientos and Hunt finished 
first in the 800m relay.

Seventh grader Ellie Lester took home 
first place in the 2400m run and the 
1600m run; Lester, Emma Stewart, Riley 
Cantu and Maggie Ferrar first place 
in the 1600m relay; Kamari Smith first 
place in the triple jump; Amaris John-
son first place in the discus and shot 
put; and Abrianna Burton first place in 
the long jump.

Gonzales VFW Post 
4817 held their 2024 
Predator Hunt during 
the weekend of Feb. 
24-25. Forty-one 
teams of one to four 
people each competed 
to have the heaviest 
stringer comprised of 
three coyotes and two 
bobcats. The winners 
were recognized for their 
success. This was the 
second year the VFW 
held this event.

CONTRIBUTED

Junior High Lady Apache take 
home gold at Lockhart meet

SEVENTH GRADE:
2400M Run: Ellie Lester (first place), Maya Shoulders 
(second place), Julliana Salinus (fourth place), and 
Jasmine Delarosa (ninth place)
Triple Jump: Kamari Smith (first place) and Abrianna 
Burton (sixth place)
800m Run: Emma Stewart (first place), Maya Shoulders 
(fourth place) and Kamila Vivas (eighth grade) 
400M Run: M. Shoulders (fourth place), Zoey Juarez 
(fifth place) and Audree Hernandez (14th place)
1600M Relays: Maggie Farrar, E. Stewart, Riley Cantu 
and Ellie May Lester (first place)
Discus: Amaris Johnson (first place), Avionna Houston 
(second place) Karleigh Reyes (fourth place)
Long Jump: A. Burton (first place), K. Smith (fourth 
place), and R. Cantu (sixth place)
100M Hurdles: Riley Kainer (sixth place)
300M Hurdles: R. Kainer (fourth place)
Shot Put: A. Johnson (first place), A. Houston (second 
place), and Jaiyah Jackson (sixth place)
100M Dash: K. Smith (third place), A. Burton (fourth 
place), Daisy Velazquez (eighth place) and Gisselle 
Mendez (10th place)
200M Dash: A. Burton (third place), Lilah Coke (fifth 
place), K. Smith (sixth place), and R. Cantu (ninth place)
High Jump: R. Kainer (second place), E. Lester (fourth 
place) and M. Farrar (fifth place)
400M Relay: M. Farrar, K. Smooth, L. Coke, and A. Burton 
(second place)
800M Relay: L. Coke, R. Cantu, R. Kainer, and M. Farrar
1600M Run: E. Lester (first place), E. Stewart (third place) 
and Juliana Salinas (sixth place)

EIGHT GRADE:
2400M Run: Sophia Castro (first place), Mardenis Suarez 
(fourth place), Kayln Ratliff (fifth place) and Alexia 

Kutschik (sixth place)
Triple Jump: Carsyn Carrizales (first place), Jonalynn 
Hunt (second place) Lainey Witzkoski (fourth place)
800m Run: Jazlynn Steemer (fourth place), Chloe 
Granados (seventh place), Jimena Grifaldo (ninth place) 
and Almira Nanez (eighth place)
400M Run: J. Steemer (second place), Adrienne Rosas 
(fifth place), Olivia Wyatt (ninth grade) and Aline Zuniga 
(10th  place)
1600M Relays: C. Carrizales, Gabble Cobler, Vivanna 
Barrientos, and J. Steemer (first place)
Discus: Marilyn Ramirez (fourth place), Kianni Rodrigez 
(sixth place) and Syrenity Condel (ninth place).
Long Jump: Brianna Canales (first place) and Jonalyn 
Hunt (fifth place)
100M Hurdles: Darianna Grifaldo (second place), Kaylee 
Zavala (fifth place), Lyndie Blackwell (eighth place), and 
Gabby Navac (11th place)
300M Hurdles: C. Carrizales (first place), V. Barrientos 
(second place), and D. Grifaldo (third place)
Shot Put: K. Rodriguez (first place), Ashlynn Clack (sixth 
place) and Jenesis Banda (seventh place)
100M Dash: J. Hunt (first place), B. Canales (fourth 
place), L. Witzkoski (fifth place) and Jayla Dixon (eighth 
place)
200M Dash: Josslyn Haywood (first place), L, Witzkoski 
(second place) and B. Canales (fifth place)
High Jump: J. Haywood (first place), Parker Petras 
(second place), and Lyndie Blackwell (fifth place)
400M Relay: J. Haywood, C. Carrizales, L. Witzkoski, and 
J. Hunt (first place)
800M Relay: J. Haywood, G. Cobler, V. Barrientos, and J. 
Hunt (first place)
1600M Run: S. Castro (fourth place), M. Suarez (fifth 
place), Mariah Ramos (sixth place) and Leslie Vega 
(eight place)

—RESULTS—

PREDATOR HUNT
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BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Precinct 3 Commissioner 
candidates answered ques-
tions on a number of issues 
facing Gonzales County 
during the Republican candi-
date forum held Thursday, 
Feb. 15, at American Legion 
Post 40. The event was co-
sponsored by the Gonzales 
Inquirer and the Gonzales 
County Republican Party.

Below is a transcript of four 
of the questions answered 
by the two candidates: Roy 
Staton and Thomas “Tom-
my” Barnick. The forum can 
be seen in its entirety on the 
Gonzales Inquirer Facebook 
page.

Gonzales County has 
nearly 690 centerline miles 
of certified county roads. 
Many are heavily used, 
especially due to large 
amounts of oil and gas 
traffic. As Commissioner, 
what can be done to better 
maintain and improve our 
county roads? Is paving 
more of them an option?

Barnick: I do not believe 
paving them is more of 
an option. I don’t feel like 
they can hold up under the 
heavy weights, the amount 
of traffic. I currently work 
in Precinct 2 and a lot of my 
roads I maintain are in the 
Shiner and Moulton area, 
and even with limestone 
built-up roads, they grind 
them to dust. I don’t know 
that there is a great answer. 
It’s just too much traffic and 
too heavy weights. I do feel 
like we should, by all means, 
try to make deals with these 
oil field companies and try 
to see if there’s some cost 
saving that they can do. They 
will donate gravel every now 
and then, but maybe they 
can do something on a more 
permanent basis.

Staton: We don’t have a 
whole lot of oil field traffic in 
Precinct 3. I have been over 
there for 18 and a half years, 
but I know what they’re talk-
ing about. The paving will 
not hold up to all the weight. 
You’ve got to have limestone 
pretty thick out there and 
it’s got to be put down right. 
Around Precinct 3, we don’t 
have any of this oil field 
traffic, so if we can get these 
grants, get this government 
help we got the last time over 
here on Harwood Road and 
get it paved. And if you put 
enough base down on it and 
do it right, it will be there for 
a long time and it will save 
you a bunch of money.

The deterioration of the 
Gonzales County Annex 
Building on Sarah DeWitt 
Drive appears to be worse 
than originally thought. Do 
you support repairing the 
current building, demolish-
ing it and building a new 
structure on the same site, 
finding an existing build-
ing to buy or building a new 
building elsewhere and 
how should the county pay 
for your choice?

Staton: Well, I’ll look at 
like this. I think you need to 
fix one thing first before you 
go to the second thing. And 
that building, if you really put 
the money down on it, what 
it costs to repair that build-
ing would be way cheaper 
than building a new building, 
buying a new property and 
building a big old building. 
That thing’s got lot of footage 
in there. I don’t know what it 
is, but it’s a very big building 
andf I’ll bet you could make 
the repairs and come out way 
ahead on that.

Barnick: I feel like the 
repair idea is probably the 
best option. It’s hard to make 
a decision without seeing ex-
actly cost basis on what this, 
that and the other is going 
to do. But just for instance, 
if you just did demolition, if 
we decided to build a new 
building, just the demoli-
tion might come within a 
quarter of what a repair is 
going to cost. Plus, you’re 
going to start a completely 
new building. Or if we buy a 

new property, what would 
we do with what’s there? That 
would still be sitting there. 
It’s needs to be fixed one way 
or the other, but I do feel like 
the repairing of the building 
is probably going to be the 
most cost-effective thing.

Another building that is 
in need of attention is the 
Gonzales County Jail, which 
was built in 2002. The coun-
ty has outgrown the current 
jail, which is outdated and 
not up to standard. How 
should Gonzales handle the 
need for a new or improved 
jail facility and how should 
we pay for it?

Barnick: I agree that we’re 
running out of space in the 
county jail. And I feel like 
with the way that our border 
situation is, we’re just gonna 
keep getting more and more 
crime everywhere. I do feel 
like we probably will need to 
build a new county jail. As 
far as paying for it, I always 
feel like there’s ways to cut 
money in any organization. 
There are ways in whatever 
county government we’re 
in now, whatever office that 
some money could possibly 
be saved. It’s probably gonna 
be a tax increase to do this. I 
mean, there’s really no other 
option, you’re not going to 
save that much.

Staton: I agree with what 
he just said. And I know we 
need a new jailhouse down 
there, but you’re gonna have 
to pull it out of the tax roll. 
And it’s the only place you’re 
going to get it unless you get 
a grant or go to the govern-
ment and get some help. But 
I think you really need to 
fix what you got broke now 
and you worry about that on 
another day. I mean, I know 
(the jail) is what the question 
is about, but I’m still think-
ing about the annex building 
and I think we need to fix 
that one before we fix this 
other deal.

Gonzales County is 
working on updating its 
subdivision ordinance for 
the first time in nearly 12 
years. There are concerns 
about how development 
is allowed to take place 
within Gonzales County, 
especially when it comes to 
making sure there’s enough 
water to handle everyone’s 
needs. What changes would 
you like to see made in the 
subdivision ordinance?

Staton: I think we really 
need to have somebody out 
there watching over your 
code enforcer and go to the 
subdivisions and make these 
people have new rules on 
utilities. There’s a bunch of 
them who have lots out here 
that they’ve cut up and they 
can’t get water. They can get 
power but then they have to 
drill wells. And then we got 
people in the north side of 
town who can’t get well wa-
ter to work because the water 
table is down. There ought 
to be a lot of rules for these 
subdivisions and make them 
pay for it.

Barnick: Well, it’s funny, 
we’re talking about this. This 
is one of my campaign plat-
forms that I started out with. 
It’s been a concern of mine 
for a while. You’re right; 
2012 was the last time that 
the subdivision rules and 
regulations were updated. 
We have our acreage rules on 
how much water there needs 
to be and to cover the septics, 
but I feel like if there’s county 
water available, then the 
developer should have to 
pay for the water to be piped 
into the subdivision and 
have a spot set for the meter. 
If the owner wants to drill a 
well later on, that’s fine, but 
I think that should be a part 
of the cost of Well, later on, 
that’s fine, but I think that 
ought to be part of the cost 
for the developer.

Editor’s Note: Due to space 
considerations, questions and 
answers from the Precinct 1 
Commissioner candidates ap-
peared in the Feb. 22 edition 
of the Gonzales Inquirer.

Precinct 3 Commissioner 
candidates answer 
questions about roads, 
annex, county jail

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

House District 44 candi-
dates answered questions 
on a number of issues facing 
Gonzales County during the 
Republican candidate forum 
held Thursday, Feb. 15, at 
American Legion Post 40. The 
event was co-sponsored by 
the Gonzales Inquirer and the 
Gonzales County Republican 
Party.

Below is a transcript of three 
of the questions answered by 
three of the candidates: Greg 
Switzer, Alan Schoolcraft and 
the incumbent, John Kuempel. 
David Freimarck was not able 
to attend. The forum can be 
seen in its entirety on the 
Gonzales Inquirer Facebook 
page.

What is your top legislative 
priority if elected to represent 
House District 44 for the next 
term?

Schoolcraft: Just one, that is 
so hard. I can give you three, 
but I cannot do a single one. 
I’ll go border security above 
all else. If we don’t stop the 
invasion of our country, then I 
guess nothing really else mat-
ters. I’m of the opinion that 
it is no longer a question of if 
we’re going to have a terror-
ist attack. It’s just a question 
of when. There’s 1.9 million 
“gotaways.” We don’t even 
know. If they’re trying to avoid 
being brought in, there’s got 
to be a reason for it. That is an 
existential threat to us, and we 
have to put a stop to it.

Kuempel: I think the three 
of us may share priorities, but 
I agree. The number one prior-
ity is closing the border. We’ve 
seen it time and time again. 
I’m proud to say that I sup-
ported $6.6 billion last session 
to go to the border and aid 
Governor Abbott and his ef-
forts and I voted on legislation 
that would help him do that. 
We have people coming in that 
don’t like us. We know that as 
of January … there were 151 
terrorists caught in Texas on 
the terrorist watch list — and 
that’s the ones that we caught. 
It’s terrifying what it’s going to 
do to our way of life, what it’s 
going to do to our economy.

Switzer: Closing the border 
is the single most important 
act we can do right now. We 
have got to stop the bleeding. 
We’ve got to stop this invasion 
and we’ve got stopped also 
bleeding our tax dollars into 
funding them. Texas has an 
estimated of 17 million illegal 
aliens in Texas. That doesn’t 
include all the ones that have 
been shipped across the 
country. We’ve got 17 million, 
according to all the stats that 
you’ve read. Closing that bor-
der is very important for the 
protection of all Texas.

One of the most hotly 
contested topics at this time 
in the Texas Legislature is 
establishing an Education 
Savings Account or school 
voucher program that 
would allow public funds to 
be redeemable for tuition 

fees or other educational 
related expenses at a private 
or parochial school of their 
choice. Do you support 
creating such a program in 
Texas and please explain the 
reason for your stance and 
where would the funds come 
from to support your stance?

Kuempel: I do not support 
ESAs and here’s why. In a 
rural district like Gonzales or 
Nixon or Waelder that money 
will come out of your property 
taxes. To begin with, it will cost 
you $2 billion to pay for the 
kids that are already in private 
or parochial schools. That’ll 
come out of the historic tax 
decrease we just got. Number 
two, that money will leave 
without accountability. That 
money can go anywhere. 
They can go to illegal aliens, 
they can go to schools teach-
ing Sharia law — it can go 
anywhere, and there has to 
be no sign of that student’s 
academic achievement. Once 
that money leaves, you’ll never 
see it again. But I am here to 
protect our rural schools.

Switzer: I’m for the school 
choice as long as you’re for 
school choice. My personal 
opinion, I believe, doesn’t 
really matter. This is a republic 
form of government. The posi-
tion that I’m running for as a 
representative is to represent 
your voice — your voice. So 
whatever it is that you’ve 
decided that you want is what 
I will go to Austin to represent 
and what I will advocate for 
and that is the vote I will cast. 
As far as school choice and 
the money goes, there are 
some things that people don’t 
discuss about that you prob-
ably haven’t heard and that is 
we’ve got money going to the 
illegal aliens that needs to the 
end. You’ve also got creating 
a bureaucracy, a new level of 
unelected bureaucrats who 
will administer that money 
and the startup fee is approxi-
mately $4 million.

Schoolcraft: I 100% whole-
heartedly approve of, endorse, 
push for, advocate for school 
choice. We had a recent report 
from TEA that less than half 
of our children in our public 
schools are performing at 
grade level. Yet the same sys-
tem, year after year after year 
after year, our only solution 
is throwing more money at it. 
School choice is the process 
of saying your tax dollars will 
follow your child. If you are 
happy with your local schools, 
great. If you want to put your 
child in another alternative 
that fits their needs better, 
your tax dollars will follow 
your child to that next school. 
They keep throwing out this 
illegal alien thing. That’s a red 
herring. The Supreme Court 
told us back in the 1980s we 
have to educate aliens, illegal 
aliens, and this is no different, 
so anyone who’s ever voted to 
fund schools has voted to send 
illegal aliens to public schools.

The population of Texas is 
expected to increase more 
than 70 percent between 

2020 and 2070, from 29.5 
million to 51 million and 
water demands are projected 
to grow from 17.7 million 
acre-feet per year now to 19.2 
million acre-feet in 2070. 
The 2020 water supply was 
roughly 16.8 million acre-
feet per year and is expected 
to decrease to roughly 13.8 
million acre-feet per year by 
2070. What solutions do you 
have to help overcome this 
water shortage and increase 
reliability of the state’s water 
supply?

Switzer: As I’ve driven 
across quite a bit of the coun-
ties, especially up in Gua-
dalupe County, I see a great 
deal of development. When it 
comes to apartment buildings 
and rental homes or projects 
for rental homes, this is a big 
part of your water being taken 
away. One of the reasons that 
this is happening is an illegal 
usage of eminent domain 
where developers are coming 
from out of state or even out of 
the country to develop these 
properties under some guise 
that it’s supposed to be afford-
able housing. They’re taking 
your water and then they’re 
selling it back to you. Well, I 
come from a family of cot-
ton farmers. And this is really 
near and dear to my heart. It’s 
very important, I understand 
exactly what it means to have 
your own water.

Schoolcraft: One of the 
most memorable debates I 
have from when I was in the 
legislature before was watch-
ing two representatives at the 
front mic and the back mic 
debating water. It has been 
contentious for probably 50 
years and it’s never gonna go 
away. I think giving, for exam-
ple, Gonzales County, more 
control over the water that you 
have under your ground here 
as opposed to having for ex-
ample GBRA drilling here and 
selling off your water some-
place else — that’s absolutely 
one of the first things we need 
to look into and say “What are 
you doing?” Local folks hav-
ing control over the drilling, 
the use, the distribution, the 
sale of their water, I think, is 
paramount.

Kuempel: I can remember a 
constitutional item that incen-
tivizes watering infrastructure 
to meet those growing needs 
that we have, whether it be 
for agriculture. I have worked 
closely and I am endorsed 
by the Farm Bureau and The 
Poultry Raisers Association, 
knowing what they need to go 
forward. For the energy, what 
we need to drill here, drill 
now. We’ve done that every 
session. Water will always be 
fought over — it always will 
— but we need to protect the 
Carrizo Wilcox, protect our 
local interests, try somehow 
to manage whether it be East 
Texas or West Texas, some of 
the water rich regions in the 
state — manage the growth 
to keep us prosperous as we 
go forward and those people 
move here.

House District 44 candidates talk about 
border security, school choice, water

“The warrant is in reference 
to an ongoing case pertaining 
to ‘Justice for Phoenix,’ Cantu 
said. “Phoenix is a small dog 
that weighs under 20 pounds. 

She was 
located on 
the outskirts 
of Nixon 
where she 
was severely 
burned and 
tortured.”

Cantu 
said after an 
extensive 

investigation, information 
gathered led to the arrest of 
Villanueva, who was served 
with the warrant at the 
Gonzales County Sheriff’s 
Office, where he was already 
awaiting a court date after 
being arrested Feb. 24 on 
an “on view” charge of 
assault of a family or house 
member impeding breath or 
circulation.

Villanueva’s bond had been 
set at $50,000 surety on the 

assault charge when Nixon 
police delivered and served 
the warrant Tuesday for cruelty 
to non-livestock animal by kill-
ing, poisoning or causing seri-
ous bodily injury. He has not 
yet been magistrated for this 
charge, so no bond has been 
set for that at this time.

“Thank you to the communi-
ties of Gonzales, San Antonio, 

and Nixon for assisting in dis-
seminating information about 
this heinous crime,” Cantu 
said.

Passion for Paws Memorial 
Animal Shelter, 4 Little Paws 
Rescue and other animal 
support groups in the Nixon 
area raised thousands of 
dollars to not only provide 
care for Phoenix, whose real 
name it turns out is “Cutie,” but 
also to fund a reward to find 
the person responsible for her 
injuries.

The rebranded Phoenix was 
discovered on Nixon Power 
Plant Road (10th Street), ap-
parently having been doused 
with a flammable accelerant 
and deliberately set on fire. 
The dog had suffered other 
injuries, including ones from 
when she had tried to escape 
the blaze.

Editor’s Note: Criminal 
defendants are granted the 
presumption of innocence until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

ARREST 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Villanueva

Phoenix (formerly known as Cutie)
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IT’S FINALLY HERE!
Needing last minute stuff for the Livestock 
Show? Well come see us here at Fehner
& Son Grain for your livestock needs!

Good Luck & Have Fun!

830-672-3710
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

Hours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat . 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed Sunday
For your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or Stephanie

Fehner Firearms is closed on Mondays

It’s stock show time in Gonzales!

Gonzales County Youth Show
2024 Schedule of Events
Thursday, February 29th, 2024

Arrive - Check-In - Weigh-In
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Swine

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Commercial Heifers (health papers required at check-in)

Friday, March 1st, 2024
Arrive – Check-in – Weigh-in

7:00 am - 8:00 am Goats and Lambs
9:00 am - 10:00 am Agriculture Mechanics

10:00 am Robotics Contest
10:00 am - 11:00 am Rabbits

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Steers and Heifers
(may be unloaded and stalled prior to weigh-in)

Judging
8:00 am Swine

9:00 am Herdsman Interviews (in the predetermined order)

10:00 am Commercial Heifers
(exhibitors need not be present during judging)

10:00 am LAMBS |GOATS | RABBITS
Goats - will begin 10 minutes after completion of Lamb Show
Rabbits - will begin 10 minutes after completion of Goat Show

6:00 pm - Commercial Heifer Awards with Sale to Follow (JB Wells Arena)

Saturday, March 2nd, 2024
Arrive – Check-in

7:00 - 7:30 am Broilers
8:00 - 8:45 am Baked Goods
8:30 - 9:00 am Bucket Calves

Judging
8:00 am Broilers

9:00 am Baked Goods
9:00 am Steers; followed by Halter Heifers

Bucket Calves - will begin 20 minutes after completion of Cattle Show
9:00 am Agriculture Mechanics

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm (or when maximum bid is reached) Silent Auction of Baked Goods
SILENT AUCTION OF AGRICULTURE MECHANICS PROJECTS will end at 7:00 pm

4:30 - 6:00 pm - Buyers Meal and Social Hour
(Buyers, please be registered by 5:00 pm and have add-ons delivered to office by 5:30 pm)

6:00 pm - Sale of Market Animals

If anyone has questions feel free to contact a board member

see the construction of an 
anaerobic digester — similar to 
ones seen in dairies in the Mid-
west — on land south of the 
Cal-Maine Foods Complex No. 
2 near Interstate 10 at County 
Road 422.

The site would process 
poultry waste streams not only 
from the two Cal Maine sites 
in Waelder, but from six other 
Cal-Maine sites nearby, said 
Jeffrey Wright, vice president 
of product development for 
Oberon Fuels. Cal-Maine is 
currently the largest producer 
and distributor of shell eggs in 
the United States.

Wright explained an anaero-
bic digester as “basically the 
industrial version of what hap-
pens in inside of dairy cows.”

“So when you think about 
a dairy cow, it eats a bunch 
of grass and hay and a dairy 
cow has four chambers of its 
stomach and each one has dif-
ferent processes to break down 
what it’s eating,” Wright said. 
“When a cow is eating some 
grass, what comes out of the 
back of a cow? Two things hap-
pen — one is a gas comes out, 
and some solids come out. We 
take that gas and we harness 
that and we take that through 
our process at Oberon through 
a couple of different stages 
and it creates different kinds of 
renewable fuels. The solids that 
come out of the backside of a 
cow — that’s what we take, and 
we use it as fertilizer.”

Wright said his company has 
been working with Cal Maine 
for several years to determine 
“what their waste streams are 
and how we can help them to 
clean up some manure that’s 
coming out of their processes.”

Wright said the gas generated 
through the DVO Renewables 
anaerobic digester is used to 
create fuels onsite for Oberon 
Energy and will be either sent 
out on large trucks or put on 
train and shipped by rail to dif-
ferent sites.

Among the products cre-
ated by Oberon are renewable 
dimethyl ether, or rDME, which 
gets blended with liquid pro-
pane gas.

“It’s very similar to propane 
and it blends with propane,” 
Wright said. “It’s a drop in fuel 
for the propane industry to try 
and help decarbonize their 
industry a bit. We also make 
other products like renewable 
(green) methanol, which a lot 
of companies use as backup 
fuel for power generation in 
Texas. It’s also being used in 
marine fuel for the shipping 
industry as they are looking to 
replace some of those dirtier 
fuels with something a bit more 
responsible.”

The organic byproduct is 
then turned into different 
fertilizer products, with some 
bagged and sold in local stores, 
while some is sold in bulk for 
industrial purposes.

“It’s a pretty in-demand 

product where people are look-
ing for more organic fertilizers 
as opposed to the ones that 
are made from other kinds of 
fossil fuels or imported,” Wright 
said. “Everything is going to 
be made in the United States 
with United States technology, 
United States products, United 
States components and making 
products to be sold here in the 
United States.”

Crouch said one of the great-
est benefits of the anaerobic 
process is the creation of clean 
water in the Cal-Maine lagoons 
as well as odor reduction.

“The state of Texas is looking 
at this project as odor control,” 
Crouch said. “What goes into 

our digester comes out cleaner, 
so we’re returning clean water 
and everything gets circulated 
in a closed circuit. Over time, 
we’re looking at about a five 
to eight year period, those la-
goons that are currently placed 
out there will be clean. Within a 
couple years from now, there’ll 
be no noticeable odor.”

Wright said he expects there 
will be roughly 25-40 employees 
at the Waelder facility, which 
includes machine operators 
and truck drivers. During the 
construction phase, there are 
expected to be 200-250 jobs in 
all specialities during a period 
of about 18-24 months.

Crouch said the project is 

currently in engineering and 
could be bid as soon as April 
or May and “we’d like to break 
ground this fall.”

“We’re going to spend close 
to $200 million on the project,” 
Crouch said. “There’s a bond 
program that is through the 
state of Texas. We’re getting 
some federal funding from the 
state of Texas and it will need 
to be approved by the county, 
but the county has no liability 
whatsoever.”

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Donnie Brzozowski gave the 
project his blessing and asked 
the court to vote to show its 
support for the facility, which it 
did unanimously.

ENERGY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

LEW K. COHN
Jeffrey Wright, vice president of production for Oberon Fuels, explains to Gonzales County commissioners how a 
proposed anaerobic digester facility will work on land near Cal-Maine Foods in Waelder. The plant will turn poultry 
waste into renewable fuels and fertilizer.

More than 140 ex-
hibitors are expected to 
participate in one or more 
of the 15 project areas that 
include multiple animal 
projects, a bake show, and 
an agricultural mechan-
ics show. Students have 
spent anywhere from eight 
weeks to a full calendar 
year on these projects and 
are ready to showcase 
them to the community.

For the past three years, 
the community has raised 
more than $700,000 each 
year in scholarships for 

exhibitors.
In order to take part in 

the county show, an ex-
hibitor must be a FFA or 
4-H member in Gonzales 
County as of 5 p.m. Nov. 
1, 2023. The exhibitor also 
must have a homestead 
in Gonzales County or at-
tend a school in Gonzales 
County at the time of club 
registration and the ani-
mals must be housed in 
Gonzales County unless 
permission is otherwise 
granted. An exhibitor 
must also be enrolled in 

school and passing all 
subjects as of the most 
recent completed grad-
ing period and he or she 
may show in only one 
community/local/county 
show during the year. 

Categories include 
steers, breeding heifers, 
market swine (barrow 
and gilts), breeding swine 
(gilts), market lambs 
(wethers and ewes), 
breeding lambs (ewes), 
market goats (wethers 
and does), breeding goats 
(does), market rabbits 

(pen of three), breeding 
rabbits (does), market 
broilers (pen of three), 
bucket calves, baked 
goods and ag mechanics.

Gonzales County Youth 
Show Association of-
ficers include President 
Mitchell Hardcastle, Vice 
President Kate Richter, 
Secretary Renee Rath-
mann, Treasurer Rhonda 
Hand and Reporter Tracy 

Reynolds.
Show superintendents 

include: Broilers — Dil-
lon Brown, Cynthia Pape, 
Will Lamprecht; Rabbits 
— Dub Whitehead, Tracy 
Reynolds, Renee Rath-
mann, Liz Davis Zella; 
Steers/Heifers — Steven 
Evans, Will Lamprecht, 
Bubba Ehrig, Tracy 
Reynolds; Lambs/Goats 
— Tracy Reynolds, Dillon 

Brown, and Steven Evans; 
Swine — Rhonda Hand, 
Kate Richter, Dillon 
Brown, and Bubba Ehrig; 
Commercial Heifers 
— All Directors; Baked 
Goods — Rhonda Hand 
and Tracy Reynolds; 
Agriculture Mechanics—
All Directors and GCYSA 
Advisors; Bucket Calf 
Committee Representa-
tives — Renee Rathmann.

SHOW 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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Casino Night!

The Gonzales ISD Education Foundation held its annual Casino Night 
Fundraiser at JB Wells Expo Center on Saturday, Feb. 24. The event included 
delicious steaks prepared by members of the Come and Take It Cookers, a 
silent auction, live auction and table gaming (blackjack, roulette, craps and 
more). The event raised thousands of dollars for innovation grants for GISD 
teachers and the organization is also starting up a scholarship program for local 
students.

PHOTOS BY LEW K. COHN AND JUSTIN JIMENEZ



Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

210
MISC. SERVICES

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE
850

HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

850
HELP WANTED

050
GARAGE SALES

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.
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Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the for the clinical 

setting of the ADN and VN 

Nursing Programs.  Adjunct 

Instructors are needed at our 

Victoria campus as well as 

in the Gonzales, Cuero, and 

Hallettsville locations.  For more 

information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and 

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

110
APPLIANCE REPAIR

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

MULTI FAM-
ILY GARAGE 
Sale. Friday & 
Saturday, March 
1st & 2nd, 8am-
?. 307 E. Wal-
lace. Household 
goods, clothing, 
collectibles, etc.

YARD SALE: 
306 E. Wallace. 
Saturday, March 
2nd , 8:00-2:00. 
Clothes, toys, lots 
of miscellaneous 
items.

ESTATE SALE 
INSIDE the house 
Friday, March 
1st  @ 8am-4pm 
through Saturday, 
March 2nd  @ 
8am - 4pm….520 
Seydler St.  With a 
lot of new items in 
boxes and old an-
tiques.  Too many 
to list.  Larger 
items include a 
new gas dryer, 
dining room ta-
ble, roll top desk, 
electric fireplace 
and much more.  
Entrance off of St 
Lawrence Street.

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Gonzales The Gonzales 

Inquirer!Inquirer!

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

3BR Apartments Available

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low,
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR

ENERGY EFFICIENT

LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SERVIC-
ES. Skid Steer 
Service. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale.  
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

HELP WANTED 
AT Jordan Equip-
ment in Gonzales, 
TX. We CDL Driv-
er to help move, 
deliver and pick-
up equipment and 
some mechanical 
work. Monday-
Friday, 7:30am-
5pm; Saturday, 
7 : 3 0 a m - N o o n . 
For any additional 
information they 
can call our office 
at 830-672-8393 
or Paul Jordan at 
210-912-5744.

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

Is now hiring for
Yard Hand

Forklift experience required.
Must be dependable.

Benefits Package & Overtime 
available.

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

No phone calls

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 
Appliance Repair. 
Call 210-774-
9336.

Reach potential buyers 
when you advertise
in the Classifieds!

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR 
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH,
MUCH MORE.

Call

830-672-2861
or visit

www.gonzalesinquirer.com
to place your ad today!

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

Texas Commission On Environmental Quality

EXAMPLE A

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO OBTAIN
AIR PERMIT (NORI) RENEWAL

PERMIT NUMBER 49153

APPLICATION. BYK USA Inc, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for renewal of 
Air Quality Permit Number 49153, which would authorize continued operation of the clay processing plant located at 1212 
Church Street, Gonzales, Gonzales County, Texas 78629. AVISO DE IDIOMA ALTERNATIVO. El aviso de idioma
alternativo en espanol está disponible en https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/air/newsourcereview/airpermits-pending
permit-apps. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility’s general location is provided as a public courtesy and not
part of the application or notice. For exact location, refer to application. https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?
marker=-97.4475,29.513333&level=13. The existing facility is authorized to emit the following air contaminants: carbon
monoxide, nitrogen oxides, organic compounds, particulate matter including particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns 
or less and 2.5 microns or less and sulfur dioxide.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on January 10, 2024. The application will be available for viewing and copying at 
the TCEQ central office, TCEQ Corpus Christi regional office, and the Gonzales Public Library, 415 St. Matthew Street,
Gonzales, Gonzales County, Texas beginning the first day of publication of this notice. The facility’s compliance file, if any 
exists, is available for public review in the Corpus Christi regional office of the TCEQ. 

The executive director has determined the application is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of 
the application. Information in the application indicates that this permit renewal would not result in an increase in allowable 
emissions and would not result in the emission of an air contaminant not _previously emitted. The TCEQ may act on this
application without seeking further public comment or providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if certain 
criteria are met.

PUBLIC COMMENT. You may submit public comments to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. The TCEQ 
will consider all public comments in developing a final decision on the application and the executive director will prepare a 
response those comments. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the TCEQ’s jurisdic-
tion to address in the permit process.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. You may request a contested case hearing if you are a person 
who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility. If requesting a contested case hearing, you must 
submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime 
phone number; (2) applicant’s name and permit number; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing;” (4) 
a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the application and air emissions from the facility in a 
way not common to the general public; (5) the location and distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a
description of how you use the property which may be impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues of fact 
that you submit during the comment period. If the request is made by a group or association, one or more members who 
have standing to request a hearing must be identified by name and physical address. The interests the group or
association seeks to protect must also be identified. You may also submit your proposed adjustments to the application/
permit which would satisfy your concerns. 

The deadline to submit a request for a contested case hearing is 15 days after newspaper notice is published.  If a request 
is timely filed, the deadline for requesting a contested case hearing will be extended to 30 days after mailing of the
response to comments.

If any requests for a contested case hearing are timely filed, the Executive Director will forward the application and any 
requests for a contested case hearing to the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 
Unless the application is directly referred to a contested case hearing, the executive director will mail the response to 
comments along with notification of Commission meeting to everyone who submitted comments or is on the mailing list 
for this application. The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor
submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a 
hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material air 
quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are 
outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

MAILING LIST. In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed on a mailing list for this application by 
sending a request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. Those on the mailing list will receive copies of future 
public notices (if any) mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk for this application.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at 
www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the 
Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you provide, 
including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public record. For 
more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the Public Education Program toll free at 
1 800 687 4040. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from BYK USA Inc, 1212 Church Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629-3008 or by calling 
Mr. Charles Frederick, Environmental Engineer at (830) 672-1907.

Notice Issuance Date: February 5, 2024 

find your next job 
in the Gonzales Inquirer
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Find out 
what 

all your 
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are 
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YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.
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February 22 Puzzle Answers
Last Puzzle
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CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CLERK OF THE COURT PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY
Janice Sutton Judi C. Wells
414 St. Joseph Street #300 Skelton Slusher Barnhill Watkins Wells PLLC
Gonzales, TX 78629 302 North University Drive
 Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

THE STATE OF TEXAS
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “You have been sued. You may employ an
attorney. If you or your attorney do not file a written answer with the Clerk 
who issued this Citation by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next following the 
expiration of forty-two (42) days after the date of issuance of this Citation 
and Petition, a default judgment may be taken against you.”

TO: EDWARD ALBERT HOHMANN AND HIS HEIRS, KNOWN OR
 UNKNOWN, IF SAID PERSON IS DECEASED, Defendants in the cause 

herein described.

 You and each of you are hereby commanded to appear and answer before 
the Gonzales County Judicial District Court in the Gonzales County Courthouse
in Gonzales, Gonzales County, Texas, on or before 10:00 a.m. on the first
Monday after the expiration of forty-two (42) days from the date of issuance
hereof, being at or before 10:00 a.m. on Monday, the 1st day of April, 2024, then
and there to answer the Petition of Baytex Energy USA, Inc., in Cause No. 28,722,
styled Baytex Energy USA, Inc. vs. Edward Albert Hohmann and/or His Heirs,
Known or Unknown, wherein BAYTEX ENERGY USA, INC. is Plaintiff, and the
said EDWARD ALBERT HOHMANN AND/OR HIS HEIRS, KNOWN OR
UNKNOWN, IF SAID PERSON IS DECEASED, are Defendants in the cause 
herein described. The Petition, filed on the 20th day of December, 2023, discloses 
that the nature of said suit is as follows: 

This suit is brought to have a receiver appointed under the provisions of 
Section 64.091 of the TEXAS CIVIL PRACTICE AND REMEDIES CODE 
for undivided mineral interests owned by the Defendants in the following 
described lands in Gonzales County, Texas, to-wit:

Being 8.00 acres of land, more or less, located in the Turner Barnes 
Survey, A-112, Gonzales County, Texas and being the same land
described in the Deed from S.B. Moore and W.J. Moore to Aug. 
Krauze, dated April 27, 1895, recorded in Volume Z-2, Page 295, of 
the Deed Records of Gonzales County, Texas.

and to execute Oil, Gas and Mineral Leases thereof to the Plaintiff, and take 
such other action deemed necessary under the provisions of said statute.

 If this Citation is not served within ninety (90) days after date of its
issuance, it shall be returned unserved.

 ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF SAID 
COURT on this the 16th day of February 2024, at Gonzales, Gonzales County, 
Texas.

 ___________________________________
 JANICE SUTTON,
 Clerk of the District Court of
 Gonzales County, Texas

       
 By: ___________________, Deputy

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The City of Gonzales, Texas, is requesting public comment in regard to the submission of application to 
the Texas General Land Office (GLO) for Community Development Block Grant – Regional Mitigation
Program (CDBG-MIT) funds for infrastructure improvements providing for flood mitigation. The
application and proposed non-housing infrastructure project will allow the City to utilize grant funding 
to mitigate the impact of future flooding events:

1. Local Infrastructure Program Funding as Allocated by the Golden Crescent Regional Planning
    Commission (GCPRC): $2,999,400 with $1,499,700 to benefit low-to-moderate income areas
    of the City

The City will request public comments for fifteen (15) days from Thursday, February 22, 2024 through 
Friday, March 8, 2024. The application will be available for review at Gonzales City Hall located at 820 St. 
Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 or on the website at: https://www.gonzales.texas.gov/. The public is
encouraged to submit comments that will assist the City in defining and evaluating the proposed projects 
that will mitigate the devastating effects of natural disasters as well ensure the projects are in line with 
environmental regulations, affirmatively further fair housing activities, and, if applicable, minimizing 
displacement of persons by project activities.  The proposed activities are not expected to result in the 
displacement of persons.

Allowable activities under this grant include but are not limited to: natural and green infrastructure,
public facilities, housing, buyouts or acquisition, activities designed to relocate families outside of
floodplains, and public service activities. 

Upon the expiration of this comment period the City will review and address any public comments in 
the proposed application. The grant application will be submitted to City Council for a Public Hearing on 
March 14, 2024 at 6pm at City Hall located at 820 St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629.  Please email 
your views and comments to citysecretary@gonzales.texas.gov, or mail your comments to:

City of Gonzales
c/o City Secretary
P.O. Box 547
Gonzales, Texas 
78629-0547

AVISO PÚBLICO 
La Ciudad de Gonzales, Texas, solicita los comentarios del público respecto de la presentación de una 
solicitud ante la Oficina de Tierras Públicas de Texas (GLO) para los fondos de la Subvención en Bloque
para Desarrollo Comunitario – Mitigación (CDBG-MIT) para mejoras de infraestructura en preparación
para la mitigación de inundaciones. La solicitud y el proyecto de infraestructura no residencial propuesto
permitirán que la Ciudad utilice el financiamiento de la subvención para mitigar el impacto de
inundaciones futuras:

1. Financiamiento del Programa de Infraestructura Local asignado por la Comisión de
    Planificación Regional Golden Crescent (GCPRC): $2,999,400 con $1,499,700 para el beneficio
    de zonas de la Ciudad con ingresos bajos a moderados.

La Ciudad solicitará los comentarios del público durante quince (15) días desde el jueves 22 de febrero
de 2024 hasta el viernes 8 de marzo de 2024. La solicitud estará disponible para su revisión en el
Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Gonzales, sito en 820 St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 o en
el sitio web: https://www.gonzales.texas.gov/. Se anima al público a que presente comentarios que
ayuden a la Ciudad a definir y evaluar los proyectos propuestos que mitigarán los efectos devastadores
de los desastres naturales y que garantizarán que los proyectos se adecuen a las reglamentaciones
medioambientales, promuevan afirmativamente las actividades de vivienda justa y, si corresponde,
minimicen el desplazamiento de personas por las actividades del proyecto.  No se espera que las
actividades propuestas den lugar al desplazamiento de personas.

Las actividades permitidas en el marco de esta subvención incluyen, entre otras: infraestructuras
naturales y verdes, instalaciones públicas, viviendas, compras o adquisiciones, actividades destinadas a 
reubicar a las familias fuera de las llanuras aluviales y actividades de servicios públicos. 

Tras la finalización de este periodo de comentarios, la Ciudad revisará y abordará cualquier comentario 
público en la solicitud propuesta. La solicitud de la subvención se presentará ante el Consejo Municipal 
para una audiencia pública el 14 de marzo de 2024, a las 6 p.m., en el Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de 
Gonzales, sito en 820 St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629.  Envíe sus opiniones y comentarios a 
citysecretary@gonzales.texas.gov o por correo postal a:

City of Gonzales
c/o City Secretary
P.O. Box 547
Gonzales, Texas 
78629-0547

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to Occupations Code 2303

the following item has been impounded at:
D & G AUTOMOTIVE & DIESEL, 134 HWY 90A WEST 

GONZALES, TX 78629
TDLR VSF Lic. No.0002068VSF Ph#  830-672-6278

16 STOUGH TRL 1DW1A5325GS642301
Total  $20602.71

Total charges cannot be assessed until vehicle is claimed.
Storage charges will accrue daily until vehicle is released.

Request for Competitive Sealed 
Proposals

Gonzales Healthcare Systems will be accepting sealed
proposals for the project listed below on the date and
time indicated. Bid Documents will be available on
March 1, 2024. 

Gonzales Healthcare Expansion 

Bids Due: April 10, 2024, 2:00pm 

Scope includes the addition of a new Surgical Department 
Addition of approximately 12,000sf and remodel of patient 
rooms. A Non-Mandatory Preconstruction Conference 
will be held on April 2, 2024, 10:30 am at the below address: 

Gonzales Healthcare Systems 
1110 N Sarah DeWitt Dr. 
Gonzales, Texas 78629 

All proposals must be delivered to the above address on
or before the due date and time. Proposals will be opened
after receipt. Electronic bid documents are available at
www.gonzaleshealthcare.com or by emailing
construction@gonzaleshealthcare.com , and also at Virtual
Builders Exchange. Construction budget is approx.
$13-16 Million. Contact Dan Haupt with AG|CM, Inc. at 
361-537-6147 with additional questions.

Gonzales Economic Development 
Corporation

In accordance with the Development Corporation Act, 
Section 505.160 of the Texas Local Government Code, the 
Gonzales Economic Development Corporation, a Type 
B economic development corporation, is publishing this
notice of the intent to undertake the following projects:
(1) provide economic development assistance to Next
Concept Motorsports in an amount not to exceed
Nineteen Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven and
48/100 Dollars ($19,997.48)  for site improvements at 1839
St Lawrence Street, Gonzales, Texas and (2) provide
economic development assistance to Gonzales Main Street
Inc, in an amount not to exceed Seventy-Three Thousand
and No/100 Dollars ($73,000.00) for Quality of Life
improvements in the Main Street District.

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Independent 
Executor for the Estate of IVA  JANE KOSUB, Deceased,
were issued on February 12, 2024, in Cause No.
AD24-0320, pending in the County Court of Gonzales 
County, Texas, to: GLENN KOSUB, Independent Executor 
of the Estate of IVA JANE KOSUB.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is
currently being administered are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

 GLENN KOSUB,
 Independent Executor, Estate of IVA JANE
 KOSUB, Deceased
 c/o CHRISTIE ORTMAN FULLILOVE
 403 St. George
 Gonzales, Texas 78620
 
  Dated the 22 day of February, 2024. 
 

______________________________
CHRISTIE ORTMAN FULLILOVE
Ortman Fullilove Law, PLLC
Attorney for: GLENN KOSUB
Independent Executor, Estate of IVA JANE KOSUB,
Deceased
State Bar No.: 24084171
403 St. George
Gonzales, Texas 78629
Telephone: (830) 672-9535
Facsimile: (830) 672-8654Call 830-672-2861
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
The City of Gonzales, Texas, is requesting public comment in regard to the submission of application to the
Texas General Land Office (GLO) for Community Development Block Grant – Resilient Communities 
Program (TXGLO-RCP) grant funds the development and implementation of building codes, zoning 
ordinances, comprehensive plans, and other resilience-building initiatives.  The updated City of Gonzales 
Comprehensive Plan will enable the City to create a more resilient community by mitigating the impact 
of future flooding events.

1. Resilient Communities Program (RCP) Comprehensive Plan grant funding in the amount of
    $172,000 to provide low-to-moderate income area benefit

The City will request public comments for fifteen (15) days from Thursday, February 22, 2024 through 
Friday, March 8, 2024. The application will be available for review at Gonzales City Hall located at 820 St. 
Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 or on the website at: https://www.gonzales.texas.gov/. The public 
is encouraged to submit comments that will assist the City in with areas to be defined in the updated
Comprehensive Plan. The elements of the plan will be in line with environmental regulations and
affirmatively further fair housing activities.  The proposed activities will not result in the displacement 
of persons.

Allowable activities under this grant include but are not limited to:  the development and implementation 
of building codes, zoning ordinances, comprehensive plans, and other resilience-building initiatives. 

Upon the expiration of this comment period the City will review and address any public comments in 
the proposed application. The grant application will be submitted to City Council for a Public Hearing on 
March 14, 2024 at 6pm at City Hall located at 820 St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629.  Please email 
your views and comments to citysecretary@gonzales.texas.gov, or mail your comments to:

City of Gonzales
c/o City Secretary
P.O. Box 547
Gonzales, Texas 
78629-0547

AVISO PÚBLICO 
La Ciudad de Gonzales, Texas, solicita los comentarios del público respecto de la presentación de una so-
licitud ante la Oficina Tierras Públicas de Texas (GLO) para los fondos de la Subvención en Bloque para 
Desarrollo Comunitario - la subvención del Programa de Comunidades Resilientes (TXGLO-RCP) fi-
nancia el desarrollo y la implementación de códigos de construcción, ordenanzas de zonificación, planes 
integrales y otras iniciativas de construcción resiliente.  El Plan integral actualizado de la Ciudad de 
Gonzales permitirá que la Ciudad cree una comunidad más resiliente mediante la mitigación del impacto 
de inundaciones futuras.

1. El Plan integral del Programa de Comunidades Resilientes (RCP) otorga fondos en la cantidad
    de $172,000 para proveer beneficios a zonas con ingresos de bajos a moderados.

La Ciudad solicitará los comentarios del público durante quince (15) días desde el jueves 22 de febrero
de 2024 hasta el viernes 8 de marzo de 2024. La solicitud estará disponible para su revisión en el
Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de Gonzales, sito en 820 St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 o en el
sitio web: https://www.gonzales.texas.gov/. Se anima al público a que presente comentarios que ayuden a
la Ciudad con las zonas que se definirán en el Plan integral actualizado. Los elementos del plan cumplirán
con las reglamentaciones medioambientales y promoverán afirmativamente actividades de vivienda
justa.  Las actividades propuestas no darán lugar al desplazamiento de personas.

Las actividades permitidas bajo esta subvención incluyen, entre otras: el desarrollo y la implementación
de códigos de construcción, ordenanzas de zonificación, planes integrales y otras iniciativas de
construcción resiliente. 

Tras la finalización de este periodo de comentarios, la Ciudad revisará y abordará cualquier comentario 
público en la solicitud propuesta. La solicitud de la subvención se presentará ante el Consejo Municipal 
para una audiencia pública el 14 de marzo de 2024, a las 6 p.m., en el Ayuntamiento de la Ciudad de 
Gonzales, sito en 820 St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629.  Envíe sus opiniones y comentarios a 
citysecretary@gonzales.texas.gov o por correo postal a:

City of Gonzales
c/o City Secretary
P.O. Box 547
Gonzales, Texas 
78629-0547

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

CAUSE NO. AD24-0322
IN THE ESTATE OF EMILIO RODRIGUEZ, DECEASED

TO ALL UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS
OF THE ESTATE OF EMILIO RODRIGUEZ, DECEASED

Mary Williams, in the above numbered and entitled estate, filed on February 8, 
2024 an APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP AND FOR LETTERS OF
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION in the estate of Emilio Rodriguez, Deceased, 
requesting that the Court determine who are the heirs and only heirs of Emilio 
Rodriguez, Deceased, and their respective shares and interests in said estate, and 
appoint Mary Williams to serve as the Independent Administrator of said estate 
and grant letters of Independent Administration to same.

The Court may act on said Application and any opposition at any call of the docket 
on or after 10 o’clock A.M. on the first Monday next after the expiration of ten days 
from date of publication of this citation, at the Gonzales County Courthouse, 414 St.
Joseph St, Commissioners Courtroom, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 in Gonzales
County, Texas.

You are hereby cited to appear before this Honorable Court by filing a written contest 
or answer to said Application before the above stated time and date should you desire 
to do so. To ensure its consideration, you or your attorney must file any contest, 
objection, intervention, or response in  writing with the County Clerk of Gonzales 
County, Texas, on or before the above noted date and time.

Given under my hand and the seal of said Court at office in Gonzales, Texas, on
February 22, 2024.

Lona Ackman, COUNTY CLERK
Gonzales County, Texas
427 St. George St, STEE 200
Gonzales, Texas 78629

By: _______________________
Margie Zapata Deputy

Plaintiff(s) Attorney:
Kristen Davis
417 St. George Street, 2nd Floor
P.O. Box 887
Gonzales, Texas 78629
830-672-8773
830-857-1024

PUBLIC NOTICE
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SMILEY,
TEXAS, REPEALING AND REPLACING ORDINANCE 
06.04.08; PROVIDING FOR THE FOLLOWING: RULES 
AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING OWNERSHIP,
CARE, AND TRANSPORTATION OF ANIMALS 
WITHIN THE INCORPORATED AREA AND THE
EXTRATERRITORIAL AREA OF THE CITY OF
SMILEY, TEXAS; CERTAIN DEFINITIONS;
DECLARING A NUISANCE; PROCEDURES FOR
ENFORCEMENT INCLUDING CRIMINAL PENALTIES
AND CIVIL FINES IN AN AMOUNT NOT LESS THAN
ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) AND NOT MORE THAN FIVE
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) PER VIOLATION;
REPEALER; SEVERABILITY; AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF KATHY LYNN KAHN,
as Independent Executrix of the Estate of Robert William 
Perkins, Deceased.

Pending in the County Court of Gonzales County, TX,
under Cause No. PW24-0315.

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ABOVE
ESTATE:
 WHEREAS, on the 12th day of February, 2024, in the 
County Court of Gonzales County, TX, the undersigned 
duly qualified as the Independent Executrix of the Estate of 
Robert William Perkins, Deceased.
 Notice is hereby given that Original Letters Testamenta-
ry on this Estate were granted and this is to notify all per-
sons having claims against said Estate to present the same 
to the undersigned within the time prescribed by law. Any 
person indebted to said Estate is hereby notified to pay 
same to the undersigned.
 KATHY LYNN KAHN, Independent Executrix of the
Estate of Robert William Perkins, Deceased.
 Address: c/o Thomas G. Bassler, Thomas G. Bassler, P.C., 
306 W. Sunset, #119, San Antonio, TX 78209.
 Dated at Gonzales, Texas, February, 2024.

TexSCAN Week of 
Feb. 25-Mar. 2, 2024

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE OWNER FINANCED LAND. We 
have some of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South 
Texas, West Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
90 LIMOUSIN & LIM-FLEX BULLS, Sat., 
March 9, 1 p.m., At The Ranch, Chattanooga, 
OK. 1 mile W, 2 miles S and 1 mile W on Hwy 5. 
Bid LIVE www.LiveAuctions.tv, 580-704-6739, 
www.coyotehillsok.com.

 CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 855-493-3803

EMPLOYMENT
Now hiring a full time Handyman at the Strake 
Jesuit Retreat and Leadership Center in Leona, TX. 
Visit www.strakejesuit.org/employment for more 
information.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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Hello everyone.  My name is Parind 
Vora.  I am the chef/owner of Gonzales 
Bistro at 320 Saint George Street right 
off the historic Independence square,
www.gonzalesbistro.com.  In this col-
umn we talk cooking, tricks to cooking, 
and sometimes eating.

We are just getting out of winter, so 
it’s been rather wishy washy, but it has 
not been cold again. Easter is coming 
up fast so I thought we would make an 
interesting glazed ham.

For this recipe we will use a bone-in 
spiral cut ham that is already cooked.  
The only ham that would not be correct 
to use for this recipe is a salted country 
ham otherwise feel free to substitute 
but amend the recipe accordingly.

Get the ham ready by pulling it out of 
any plastic or oven ready packaging.  I 
typically cook my ham at a lower than 
printed heat of 275° F for about 12-15 
minutes PER pound.  This prevents the 
ham from drying out.

So now let’s get started.

Ingredients:

Toasted Rye – Dijon mustard & apple 
cider glazed spiral ham

1/2 cup unpasteurized apple juice

2 cups apple cider (Amish way is what I 
use but use whatever you like)

½ cup light brown sugar

1 cup Dijon mustard

1 cup of pumpernickel breadcrumbs 
(crust removed, oven dried overnight 
and pulsed into coarse breadcrumbs).

½ cup of rye breadcrumbs (crust 
removed, oven dried overnight and 

pulsed into coarse breadcrumbs).

Salt & freshly ground pepper to taste

Washed Yukon gold potatoes and 
sweet potatoes cut into 1.5 inch slices

Small bunch of fresh French thyme

In a large roasting dish layer the 
bottom with the circles of Yukon gold 
potatoes and sweet potatoes and 
season with salt and pepper and fresh 
thyme.  Top with the fully cooked ham 
and cook at 275° F for 12-15 minutes 
per pound.

In a big enough pot (double the liq-
uid contents) bring the cider & water to 
a hard, rolling boil and reduce by half. 
Add both sugars and lower the heat to 
bring the mixture to a medium simmer, 
make sure that all of the sugars are dis-
solved and reduce by half again. Add 
½ cup of the Dijon mustard, salt & the 
black pepper over medium low heat.

Turn off the heat, taste and season as 
needed. 

When the Ham has 30 to 40 minutes 
left to cook, start basting it with the 
glaze.

Once there is only 10 minutes left to 
cook pull the ham out and let rest for 
30 minutes.

Turn up the oven to 350° F while you 
get the ham crusted.

Now comes the interesting part.  You 
will combine the mixed breadcrumbs 
and the ½ cup of the remaining Dijon 
mustard.  Add just enough of the mix 
of ham juices and the glaze in the pan 
with the Dijon mustard/breadcrumbs 
mixture until you have a barely moist 
‘grout’ like mixture. 

Take the breadcrumbs mixture and 
crust the entire ham and put back 

in the now hotter oven and cook for 
roughly 12-20 min until a knife at the 
center of the thickest part of the ham 
comes out very warm. 

Let the ham rest uncovered for 20 
minutes before carving.  

I put all of the glaze juices in the 
roasting pan into a pot and swirl in ¼ 
pound of butter to thicken and finish 
the glaze.  Taste and season as needed.

Carve the crusty ham and serve with 
the Yukon gold potato/sweet potatoes 
that the ham  was cooked over with a 
little of the butter finished ham glaze.  
I also like to serve French green beans 
with this dish.

For this dish I like a Syrah based 
wine like a village level Cotes du Rhône 
like a Gigondas or an interesting 
Basque white wine like a Txakoli.

Cheers!

COOKING WITH PARIND
Your eyes will ‘glaze’ over with this succulent ham dish

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Jacob Carter
Ll#0026605

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com (830) 339-1236

Landscape       Irrigation       Privacy Fence
Maintenance        Installation

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

ELSTNER DOZER SERVICE LLC
KEITH & SHEILA ELSTNER 

830-857-4719
RANCH TYPE FENCING

LAND CLEARING 
STOCK PONDS 

ROOT PLOWING & SHAPING
HOUSE AND BARN PADS 

Mulching Services and Land Management

Michael Durrett 830-857-4442Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

102 West Wallace St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

830-672-9477
 

Lori “Tootie” DuPree
Owner

 
Your Business Is

Greatly Appreciated!

Sandy Turmel
Bookkeeping

Let ME stress for you! 

Sandy Turmel 
AFSP Participant 

It’ll be ALRIGHT! 

PO Box 1759 sandylibtax@yahoo.com
Gonzales, TX 78629 512-567-8365



SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Do you have Parkinson’s Disease, 

or are you a caregiver for some-
one who has Parkinson’s? Do you 
have questions or would like more 
information on this disease? Would 
you like to have someone you could 
share with in confidence about 
Parkinson’s symptoms, medications, 
etc.?

Visit the Gonzales Area Parkin-
son’s Support Group. They meet on 
the first Thursday of every month at 
6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of the 
Presbyterian Church of Gonzales, 
414 St. Louis St., Gonzales.

The next meeting will be March 7 
at 6 p.m. and will be an open discus-
sion time. If the members decide 
they would like to break into groups, 
caregivers would be in one area 
together and Parkinson’s patients 
would gather in another area.

Light refreshments will be served. 
There are no fees involved and 
everyone is welcome to attend. 
Looking forward to seeing regular 
members and new visitors to share 
information, questions, and fellow-
ship with others who understand.

Hey there folks, hope life’s treating 
you well, or at least a little better than 
you probably deserve. I’ve always 
found it funny, especially within 
myself, how we can so easily get lost 
in our own pride and actually believe 
that we deserve every great thing life 
has to offer, even if others may not. 
Yep, been there, done that. I have to 
remind myself often, that as it says 
in Romans 3:23, “All” have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God. So, 
when my arrogance (pride on ste-
roids) monster rears its ugly head, I 
have to hit pause and remember that 
as I mount my high horse, that he’s 
just a small mangy, shetland pony 
with no legs. Something that helped 
Eloise and I along the way was to start 
most mornings quoting Psalm 118:24, 
“This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” You 
may want to give it a try, cause it sure 
helped us start our day on the right 
foot (as opposed to the wrong one).

Although it felt somewhat strange, 
being mid February and all, yesterday 
I took my mower out for a spin for 
the first time this year, pausing often 
to enjoy the wild flowers (some over 
two feet tall already), and hug my 
donkeys. For those of you that have 
never hugged a donkey, you don’t 
know what you’re missing, as they are 
very affectionate animals, and don’t 
slobber much when they kiss you on 
the lips! 

It was a beautiful day with beauti-
ful weather, yep, truly a day the Lord 
had made. Gotta enjoy those simple 
pleasures at every opportunity, as 
they’ll keep you humble, put a smile 

on your face, and probably help to 
keep your blood pressure in check 
as well. While I may not be much of 
a real cowboy (more of a Walmart 
cowboy, if you know what I mean), I 
did wear my cowboy hat (bought at 
Walmart) while mowing, as I’d heard 
Greg Abbot had just passed a bill that 
if you didn’t wear one while mow-
ing at least once a month, there was 
a chance that you could be deported 
to somewhere up north, and after 
having lived twelve frozen years in Il-

linois, let’s just say, I bought a second 
hat in case the first one blew off.

Continuing with our fit for ‘24 
series, I thought I’d share where I’m 
currently at. Exercising off and on 
(mostly off ) until my late 30’s, fol-
lowed by a twenty year hiatus until 
my late 50’s: now older, overweight 

and beat up, off to Academy sports I 

went. After some thought and re-

search, I decided it would be wisest 

to invest in something that could 

allow me (and the family) to do most 

of the exercises a health club could 

offer, with less expense, not only 

financially, but in time and travel as 

well. I settled on the Marcy Diamond 

Elite Smith Cage Workout Machine, 

which is currently listed on Amazon 

for $1299. Purchased at Academy in 

San Antonio ten years ago for $600, I 

guess one has to allow for inflation. It 

doesn’t come with weights, but I still 

had the set I’d used in my 30’s from 

a similar set up. It’s been a fantastic 

investment, a great machine, very er-

gonomic, and has served me well and 

still looks and works like brand new, 

very highly recommended. If you’re 

at all interested, look it up on Ama-

zon, it’s the gray and brown version 

with the “V” on top. The thing I like 

the most is that the main bar rides on 

pistons, eliminating balance prob-

lems, which becomes a bigger factor 

with age. Next week I’ll give my full 

review and start explaining how I use 

it to retain my youthful glow...woops, 

never mind, just sunburn!

Until next time, love you guys, Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise

Gonzales Area 
Parkinson’s
Support
Group meets
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Today’s the Day

“This is the day the Lord 
has made; let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia Methodist
CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley Methodist Church
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Harris Funeral Home
The place for a perfect tribute!
127 Hwy. 90A, Gonzales, Texas 78629

830-672-1075
www.harrisfamilymortuary.com
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POLITICAL AD PAID FOR BY JOHN KUEMPEL CAMPAIGN

 Secure the Border
 Lower Property Taxes
 End China Buying 

Texas Farmland
 Stop Woke Policies
 Defend the Right 

to Life
 Safe Schools

EARLY VOTING ENDS MARCH 1
ELECTION DAY MARCH 5

JohnKuempel.com

HONORING THE 

IMMORTAL 32
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