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Building approved for Main Street grant
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The company which owns 
a downtown Gonzales build-
ing got an early Christmas gift 
in the form of approval for a 
Gonzales Main Street Business 
Incentive Grant of $52,000 dur-
ing the December Main Street 
board meeting.

The next step for St. George 
Investments LLC will be get-
ting approval from the Gon-
zales Economic Development 
Corporation and then entering 
into a performance agreement 
under Chapter 501 of the Texas 
Local Government Code before 
any funds will be transferred.

St. George Investments LLC, 
which is owned by Noel Reese, 

owns the building at 417 Saint 
George Street, which was 
built in 1889 and formerly was 
the site of the J.C. Penney in 
Gonzales — remnants of a J.C. 
Penney sign can still be seen 
above the canopy. Today, it is 
home to the Reese & Escobar 
law firm as well as Brown Hear-
ing Center, All Freedom Bail 
Bonds, Grackle Psychiatry and 

Lexington Real Estate, among 
others.

Main Street Director Tif-
fany Hutchison-Padilla said St. 
George Investments is expect-
ed to invest between $66,000 
and $76,000 on renovations to 
the building, which “requires 
extensive maintenance and 
upkeep to retain its historic 
qualities and charm.”

“Repairs and renovations on 
the building will enhance the 
overall structure and appear-
ance, adding to the appeal to 
tenants of the building,” said 
Hutchison-Padilla. “His busi-
ness plan is to rent it to capac-
ity with tenants. It is office 
space. It doesn’t bring in any 

See GRANT, page 5

The Nutcracker ballet 
comes to life again in Gonzales

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Mark your calendars and prepare for 

a magical experience as “The Nutcrack-
er” graces The Crystal Theatre stage on 
Saturday, Jan. 6 at noon and 7 p.m, and 
on Jan. 7 at 2 p.m., presented by Come 
and Take It Dance of Gonzales.

This timeless ballet, loosely based 
on E.T.A. Hoffmann’s fantasy story, 
“The Nutcracker and the Mouse King,” 
promises to transport you into a world 
of enchantment and wonder. 

Local dancers taking part in this 
production include Gary Franco, Jonah 
Goodwin, Nicky and Jessica McKinney, 

Katelyn Evans, Shaila Zuniga, Alexandra 
Rivas, Leah Tuch, Gabriela Rivas, Lizet 
Guerra, Rubi De Leon, Jessica Rivas, 
KayLauni Falks, Hannah Atkinson, 
Monica Atkinson, Natalia Moncada, 
and pre-ballet participants: Anna 

Chamber 
nominations 
now open 
for Walshak, 
service awards
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Gonzales Chamber of Com-
merce & Agriculture is request-
ing nominations for the David B. 
Walshak Lifetime Achievement 
and Community Service awards. 

The David B. Walshak Lifetime 
Achievement Award is presented 
to honor a local individual for 
outstanding lifetime service to the 
community. The nominee must be 
a resident of Gonzales County or 
be a good-standing member of the 
Gonzales Chamber of Commerce 
& Agriculture. Any job-related 
task or duty for which nominees 
are paid a salary will not be con-
sidered.

The Community Service Award 
is an annual award given to an 
individual, business or organiza-
tion for meritorious service for 
one of the following: historic 
preservation, promotion of the 
arts, education, commerce/indus-
try, youth motivation, or volunteer 

Jobless rate 
falls to 3.1 
percent in 
Gonzales Co.
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The unemployment rate in Gon-
zales County dipped yet again, 
dropping in November 2023 by 0.2 
percent to 3.1 percent, according 
to state Labor Market Informa-
tion (LMI) figures released by the 
Texas Workforce Commission 
(TWC).

Gonzales saw its labor force 
increase by 122 workers from 
9,411 in October 2023 to 9,533 in 
October; the number of employed 

See BALLET, page 5

See CHAMBER, page 12

Kingdom Rescue now operating Gonzales Pet Adoption Center
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Monday, Jan. 1, marked the first 
day that Kingdom Rescue took over as 
official operators of the Gonzales cat 
shelter from the Friends of Gonzales 
Animal Shelter (FOGAS).

The new Gonzales Pet Adoption 

Center (GPAC) is housed in the same 
building as FOGAS used at 505 Saint 
Francis Street. Kingdom Rescue and 
the City of Gonzales reached a late 
agreement in December after negotiat-
ing for more than a month.

Shelter organizers are expecting 
the full transition to take about two to 

three weeks as they train new staff and 
volunteers.

New shelter hours are Mondays and 
Tuesdays by appointment only. The 
shelter is closed on Wednesdays, but 

Tickets on sale now for 2024 
GISD Casino Night fundraiser
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Tickets are on sale now for the 
Gonzales Independent School Dis-
trict Education Foundation’s 2024 
Casino Night event on Saturday, 
Feb. 24 at the J.B. Wells Expo Center 
(1653 CR 197, Gonzales).

The website to purchase tickets 
to this worthwhile event is https://
gonzalesisdeducationfoundation-
bloom.kindful.com/e/2024-casino-
night-fundraiser.

There are many options available 
to donate to this wonderful cause, 
while having an amazing time, 
with High Roller Tables, VIP tables, 
and General Public Admission 
tickets available. Don’t wait too 
long, though, because this is one of 
those yearly events which sells out 
quickly.

The GISD Foundation’s 2024 goal 
is to exceed prior years’ annual 

See SHELTER, page 12

See JOBS, page 12

See FUNDRAISER, page 12

CONTRIBUTED
Come and Take It Dance of Gonzales will present their second annual production of “The Nutcracker” at The Crystal Theatre this Saturday, Jan. 6, 
and Sunday, Jan. 7. The show will feature local dancers as well as guest professionals.
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Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

RAINRAIN

January 8January 8
66º/47º

Partly sunny
1% chance of rain ● RealFeel 69

January 4January 4
61º/39º

Mostly cloudy
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 65

January 6January 6
54º/40º

Rain
76% chance of rain ● RealFeel 48

Plenty of sun
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 62

January 10January 10
58º/37º

January 5January 5
56º/43º

Sun through high clouds
4% chance of rain ● RealFeel 56

January 7January 7
59°/44°

Mostly cloudy in the morning 
followed by sun through high clouds
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 62

January 9January 9
56º/46º

Mostly sunny
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 59

MOSTLY SUNNYMOSTLY SUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

MOSTLY CLOUDYMOSTLY CLOUDY

MOSTLY CLOUDYMOSTLY CLOUDY

SUNNYSUNNY

brought to you by

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays

Anniversary
January 4th

Timothy & Michelle Decker

January 4th
Wynoka Chenault

Travis Decker

January 5th
Shirley Breitschopf

Alex Casares
John DuBose Jr.

Murray Montgomery

January 6th
Adrienne Steen

January 7th
Crissy Lampkin
Chris Reininger

Gary Sutton

January 8th
Christie Beyer
Jan Lindemann

Mike McCracken
Susan McGehee

Ava Murphy
Maisy Valenta

Ken West

January 9th
Doris Carter

Callie Jordyn Cobler
Trudy Dierlam

January 10th
David Vinklarek

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

MLK celebration events scheduled for January
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Edwards Association will 
host a pair of events in Gon-
zales to celebrate the life and 
legacy of Martin Luther King 
Jr. for the 21st year. This year’s 
theme is “Living the Dream: 

It Starts with Me — Spreading 
Hope, Courage and Unity.”

First, the non-profit or-
ganization will host a MLK 
interfaith musical featuring a 
number of local gospel talents 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 7, at the 
Edwards CommUNITY Center, 

located at the intersection of 
Kleine and Fly streets.

Then, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 15 — the date on 
which MLK Day is celebrated 
this year — the Edwards As-
sociation will host its annual 
march from Independence 

Square up Saint Paul Street 
to Saint Peter and then to Fly 
Street, to the former Edwards 
High School, 1427 Fly St. 
Gonzales Police Department 
will provide escort and traffic 
control for the event.

A program and “Love Unity 

Luncheon” will be held at 11 
a.m. at the center after the 
parade. Museum tours will be 
available after the luncheon.

For more information, con-
tact Mrs. Tena Roaches at 830-
822-3248 or Mr. David Tucy at 
830-263-1611.

INDEPENDENCE  
SQUARE

START

Cuero Street

St Andrew St Andrew St Andrew

FINISH
EDWARDS GYM

MLK DAY MARCH ROUTE

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
The 71st Texas State Championship Domino 

Tournament will be held Sunday, Jan. 14, 2024 at 
the Knights of Columbus (K of C) Hall in Halletts-
ville, Texas. Registration will begin at 7 a.m. and 
playing will begin at 9 a.m. sharp. Entry fee is $20 
per person in this double-elimination tourney.

A consolation tournament will be held immedi-
ately for the first two settings of losers. The top five 
winners in the championship bracket will receive 
plaques and cash. Two individuals will also be 
inducted into the Texas Domino Hall of Fame.

A barbecue chicken dinner will be served in 
the hall for players and spectators. There will also 
be plates to go for drive-through customers for 
$13 each. Short orders and refreshments will be 
served during the tournament.

Come join in the official Texas State Domino 
Championship Tournament play, where there is no 
better competition and fellowship. You can boast 
you played in the Texas State Championship Dom-
ino Tournament. You and your partner many even 
have the honor of winning this prestigious title.

Contact Glen Bludau at 361-772-4370 or Joey 
Henke at 361-798-8490 to get registered or visit 
www.kchall.com for details!

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER 

First Baptist Church of 
Gonzales is presenting 
“The Man Event” to be 
held at 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 27 at J.B. Wells Expo 
Center, 1653 County Road 
97, Gonzales. 

Guest speaker for 
the event will be Pastor 
Brian Johnson, the senior 
pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Winnie. 
Tickets, which include 
a BBQ meal, are $10 per 
person. 

Johnson is a native-
born son of the Lone 
Star State, having grown 
up in the small south-
east Texas town of Port 
Neches, where he learned 
to fish, hunt and play golf. 
Through the years, he fell 
even deeper in love with 
the outdoors. He ran a 
successful dog-training 
business, DuckDogTrain-

er.com, and trained more 
than 1,000 dogs how to 
duck hunt. 

As much as he loved 
waterfowl hunting and 
dogs, it could be said he 
was equally passionate 
about bow hunting. His 
bow hunting adventures 
took him to several states, 
including Kansas, where 
he arrowed a free range 
nontypical buck on a self-
guided hunt that scored 
209 inches.

If it wasn’t a bow or 
shotgun in his hand, it 
was often a fishing rod 
or a golf club. As a bass 
fisherman, Brian has 
caught multiple double 
digit largemouth bass 
and taught many others 
how to enjoy the sport 
as well. He is a certified 
golf instructor with the 
United States Golf Teach-
ers Association and had 
a handicap index of plus 
2.8 once upon a time. 

Today, he is passionate 
about sharing the story of 
how he found true mean-
ing in life along with his 
pastoral duties. 

There will be a number 
of door prizes given out. 
For more information or 
to purchase tickets, call 
830-672-9595.

State domino tournament 
coming to Hallettsville

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Shiner Heritage Quilters Guild 

enjoyed a festive Christmas party 
on Tuesday, Dec. 5 at the Shiner 
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. 
A delicious meal was catered by 
Werner’s Restaurant. Members 
provided an array of desserts.

A highlight of the evening was 
the drawing to win a packet of 
Christmas blocks sewn by mem-
bers using fabrics that were chosen 
by the committee. A lively game 
of gift-sharing followed. In the 
spirit of holiday giving, members 
contributed monetary gifts to the 
Shiner Food Pantry at the Method-

ist Church.
The next meeting, on Tuesday, 

Jan. 9, will feature a program by 
The Square Quilter owner, Carol 
Daniel. She will talk about making 
a three-yard quilt. For information 
about the guild log onto www.shin-
erheritagequilters.org and email 
info@shinerheritagequilters.org.

Heritage Quilters enjoy Christmas party

First Baptist Church of Gonzales presents 
‘The Man Event’ at Expo Center on Jan. 27

Find out 
what all 

your friends 
are talking 

about

YOUR NEWS. YOUR WAY. follow us on
facebook for

easy access to 

The gonzales
inquirer
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

January 5th – 7th
Region Rodeo

January 5th – 6th
Dog Show

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

AgrLife sponsoring 
Beef Cattle CEU 
program at JB Wells
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Gonza-
les County is sponsoring the Beef Cattle CEU Pro-
gram to be held on Thursday, Jan. 11, at the JB Wells 
Expo Center in Gonzales. Five CEUs have been ap-
plied for private, commercial, and non-commercial 
pesticide license holders.

Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m., with the pro-
gram beginning at 9 a.m. To kick off the program, 
Melissa Barton, Texas Department of Agriculture will 
discuss Pesticide Applicator Laws & Regulations.

Following will be Josh McGinty, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Agronomist to address Pasture 
Weed Management and Herbicide Update. Con-
cluding the morning will be Megan Clayton, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Range Specialist to discuss 
Successful Brush Management Options.

Following the programs, a catered meal will be 
served. Megan Clayton, Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Range Specialist will conduct Picolinic Acid 
Training, followed by David Kerns, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Entomologist will discuss Pas-
ture Insect Pests. The program concludes at 3 p.m.

The JB Wells Expo Center is located at 2301 
County Road 197, near the intersection of Highways 
183 and 97, south of Gonzales.

The cost is $40 per person, and includes refresh-
ments and a catered lunch.  You will need to RSVP 
by calling the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office 
in Gonzales County at 830-672-8531 or emailing m-
perales@ag.tamu.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8.

Ficken named Texas A&M Regents 
Fellow Service Award winner
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Texas A&M University 
System named seven faculty and 
agency service professionals from 
Texas A&M AgriLife as Regents 
Professors and Regents Fellows 
for 2022-2023, including one in 
Gonzales.

The Board established the Re-
gents Professor Awards program 
in 1996 and the Regents Fellow 
Service Awards program in 1998 
to recognize employees who have 
made extraordinary contributions 
to their university or agency, as 
well as to the people of Texas.

Martin Ficken, DVM, Ph.D., is 
the Texas A&M Veterinary Medi-
cal Diagnostic Laboratory resident 
director at the Sam and Sally Glass 

Poultry Diagnostic 
Laboratory in Gon-
zales. Ficken joined 
TVMDL in 2009 
as a pathologist at 
the College Station 
laboratory. For two 
years, he assisted 
the laboratory with 

necropsy and pathology services 
for a wide range of animals. How-
ever, he quickly became a trusted 
subject matter expert for avian 
species.

In 2011, Dr. Ficken assumed the 
role of interim resident director for 
TVMDL’s Sam and Sally Glass Poul-
try Diagnostic Laboratory in Gon-
zales. In 2012, his role was made 
official, and he began his tenure as 
the lab’s resident director.

Ficken leads a four-person staff 
at TVMDL’s Gonzales laboratory. 
This small team is directly respon-
sible for over one-third of TVMDL’s 
poultry testing. The agency’s poul-
try client roster includes multiple 
state and national producers in 
addition to backyard bird owners.

As a board-certified poultry pa-
thologist and veterinarian, Ficken 
is accustomed to working with all 
types of clients and providing them 
with the same level of exceptional 
service. In addition to his commit-
ment to diagnostics, Ficken also 
dedicates time to education. He is 
TVMDL’s most frequently request-
ed speaker for poultry topics and 
regularly contributes to seminars 
and other educational opportuni-
ties at Texas A&M University.

Ficken

Frederick hired 
as Harris County 
extension agent
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service has announced the hiring 

of new county agents 
across the state, as well 
as transfers within the 
agency, including one 
in Harris County with 
ties to Gonzales.

AgriLife Extension 
employs county agents 
to serve every Texas 

county. These county agents are the 
agency’s connection with the people 
in communities. They are instrumen-
tal in providing hands-on education 
and programming based on scientific 
research.

A complete county agent list can 
be found at https://agrilifeextension.
tamu.edu/counties/.

Steven Frederick is the new agricul-
ture and natural resources extension 
agent in Harris County. Frederick, of 
Gonzales, earned his associate’s from 
Blinn College and his bachelor’s in 
agricultural science with a teaching 
option from Texas A&M. He spent 
the past three years teaching agricul-
tural science at Seguin Independent 
School District and then at Yantis ISD 
before joining AgriLife Extension.

Frederick grew up in a small rural 
town with beef cattle and poultry 
production. He was involved in FFA, 
showing pigs. He also participated in 
livestock judging and served as a local 
and district officer. He said he is pas-
sionate about his work and serving the 
youth and adults of Harris County to 
grow the next leaders in agriculture.

“I joined AgriLife Extension to bet-
ter serve the people of Texas,” Freder-
ick said. “I hope I can help them gain 
more knowledge on the importance 
of agriculture.”

Frederick

Bridging the agricultural 
science communications gap
Texas A&M AgriLife 
to create national 
education network 
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

A national network of 
researchers, educators and un-
dergraduate students will help 
bridge the communication gap 
between agriculture scientists 
and nonscientists. 

Forming the network is part 
of a grant project led by the Tex-
as A&M College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences Department 
of Agricultural Leadership, 
Education and Communica-
tions and funded by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture, USDA-NIFA.

The Education Coordina-
tion Network, ECN, will be 
part of USDA-NIFA’s Research 
and Extension Experiences for 
Undergraduates, REEU. 

INFORMING THE PUBLIC
Disseminating evidence-

based information is critical to 
reducing gaps in science com-
munication, said Gary Wingen-
bach, Ph.D., Texas A&M AgriL-
ife Research senior scientist and 
professor in the Department of 
Agricultural Leadership, Educa-
tion and Communications, 
Bryan-College Station. 

“Our goal is to reduce some 
science communication gaps 
and science understanding 
gaps between food scientists, 
researchers and the public,” he 
said. “We want to reduce exist-
ing gaps between food science 

research and public under-
standing of such research. The 
more informed our public, the 
more likely policies will be for-
mulated that are conducive to 
and positive for producers and 
consumers alike. Our goal is 
to develop a national network 
linking scientists, researchers, 
students and the public.”

Wingenbach and Holli 
Leggette, Ph.D., director of 
the Science Communications 
Lab and associate professor 
in the Department of Agricul-
tural Leadership, Education 
and Communications, Bryan-
College Station, will develop a 
comprehensive project database 
system using Texas A&M AgriL-
ife Research cloud services. 

The ECN will host REEU 
projects from across the 
country or wherever the REEU 
project is located, Wingenbach 
said, with outcomes to help 
develop the new system.

EXPOSURE TO SCIENCE 
THROUGH OUTREACH

Educational outreach will 
include social media chan-
nels with weekly promotions, 
student videos, blogs and a 
program website.

“We are also planning 
science forums twice a year 
as well as having a national 
meeting for all REEU project 
directors and participating 
students, including a student 
poster competition,” Wingen-
bach said. “We want to cre-
ate national exposure for the 
REEU program, build science 
communication skills for all in-
volved and publicize the REEU 
program to others.



1879 —  January & February, the river  
  banks at the upper and lower  
  “wash” places graded down to 
  permit easier access to the   
  river.  (These were at the west  
  end of St. Louis and St.   
  Lawrence Streets on Water   
  Street in inner town.)

1902 —  January, ordinance passed: no  
  leaving wagons, buggies,   
  boxes, shelves, or obstructions  
  on any sidewalks on streets or  
  squares of Gonzales
  January 4, quote from Inquirer:   
  “The best way to advertise a  
  town is to beautify it.” This will  
  draw residents and new 
  businesses according to the  
  article.
  January 10, F.D. Glover will   
  have a 200 acre rice plantation  
  about two and a half miles   
  above the city on the west side  
  of the San Marcos River

1904 —  January 7, the fire house   
  horses have been placed in   
  their stalls at the new fire 
  station and appear to be very  
  much at home.

1917 —  January 4, Sanitary Bottling   
  Works is now open under M.H.  
  Forgotston, owner

1920 —  population of county, 28,438    
  population of town, 3,128
    January 29, building between  
  Gonzales Drug Store and   
  Fitzgerald Drug Store is 
  undergoing a renovation on   
  interior preparatory to opening  
  H & M Toggery (St. Joseph   
  Street)

1925 —  population of town 5,200 

1926 —  Edward Sweeney House 
  completed, 1109 St. Lawrence  
  Street. Three-story Alcalde   
  Hotel built by Aref and Helen  
  Satel Droupy at 614 St. Paul  
  Street (Block 34)

1928 —  January 5, forty carloads of   
  feathers sold to a Chicago firm  
  by Stahl Brothers.
  -S.F. Halamicek and his son,  
  Roy, opened Halamicek Auto  
  Supply east side of St. Joseph  
  Street (Block 23) Possibly 
  renting from C.E. Dilworth.

1930 —  population of county, 28,337
  -Four-legged metal water tower  
  erected on northern boundary  
  of city 
  -January, Joe Peterek built new  
  brick store
  -January 18, coldest weather in  
  twenty-five years, with 
  temperature dropping to zero.
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage 
reader participation on its Opinion page. 
Diverse and varied opinions are welcomed. 
Because of space limitations, we must limit 
all contributors to one letter per person per 
month. Letters of 400 words or less will be 
published unless they contain language or 
content that the editors feel is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales 
County, from a resident of Gonzales County, or 
in response to a story that appears in print or 
online in The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause letters 
to be rejected include the following:

• Confusing or unclear points.
• Crude language.
• Poor taste.
• Disrespectful comments regarding 

a group’s or individual’s ethnicity, gender, 
religion, culture, sexual orientation or race.

• Other incendiary language or remarks.
• Endorsements for or complaints about 

individually named commercial products or 
services.

• Poetry.
• Personal attacks.
• “Thank You” letters that go beyond 

general thanks to the community; attempt 
to serve as an advertisement for a company, 
individual or political party; or is submitted in 
lieu of a paid “Thank You” advertisement.

During periods ahead of an election, The 
Inquirer does not accept letters to the editor 
urging voters to vote for or against candidates 
in local elections. Endorsements should be 
displayed in political advertising. In light of 
this policy, we reserve the right to reject or 
edit letters for references to candidates and 
whether or not they should be elected. The 
Inquirer will accept letters expressing views on 
bond measures, constitutional amendments 
and other such issues. Letters will not be 
accepted once early voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish 
factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the 
newspaper will be published. Letters to a 
third party or those written to more than one 
newspaper are not accepted. “Wallpaper” – 
submissions that are in large part copied-and-
pasted from another author or organization 
– will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter 
writers should address the issue at hand. 
Discourse should be civil and people should 
be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters 
referring to news stories should also mention 
the headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer’s street address or route address 
telephone number, which will be used for 
verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul 

Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in 
a digital format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to 
Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.
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At commencement exer-
cises several decades ago, the 
speaker droned on about the 

attributes of a graduate whose mark 
on the school was incomparable. The 
crowd hung on his words, uncaring 
that his extended commentary would 
throw the ceremony off schedule. So 
what?

 A mother--unknowingly stand-
ing next to the esteemed graduate’s 
mom--whispered, “I’d give 20 years of 
my life to have a son like that.”

“You didn’t miss it far,” responded 
the proud woman, whose only son 
was at her primary focus since his 
birth….

This memory jarred like bold-face 
type early on the chilly morning of 
Tuesday, December 19, 2023, when a 
phone call from a distraught mother 
struck a mighty blow. She shrieked, 
“Bryson is gone.”

 His life ended unexpectedly and 
way too soon--hours before his 20th 
birthday--when his potential to serve 
humankind seemed endless.

 Immediately, I 
joined her in the dark 
of misunderstanding 
that only parents can 
begin to fathom. (My 
wife and I, too, had 
been jolted by the loss 
of a child in 2020. Our 
late daughter, Julie 

Choate, was struck down at age 50 by 
a pulmonary embolism, hours before 
the beginning of her 29th year in 
education.)….

Within minutes-- when top-sided 
again with a modicum of composure-
-the lyrics of a century-old Christian 
hymn, Farther Along , offered com-
fort. Seven words in the lyrics help 
Christ-centered mourners forge on.

The words? “We’ll understand it, all 
by and by.”

For the next few hours, my memory 
in overdrive, I reflected on a friend-
ship with Bryson and his mom Chris 
that began 17 months ago. We met at 
a baseball game where Bryson’s team 
was competing against one whose 
line-up included our grandson, Jonah 
McDaniel. Jonah’s dad, Ryan, over-
heard Chris mention how she and 
Bryson prayed for next steps to his 
pre-law study at a Christian univer-
sity….

We visited briefly after the game. 
I had never met a young man with 
more poise, respect and determina-
tion. At a strapping 6-2, his sea-blue 
eyes and piercing smile  invited 
friendship. He immediately seemed 
interested in investigating Howard 
Payne University, where I graduated 
in 1961 and served as president for a 
dozen years late in the last century.

 A few days later, I received the nic-
est letter--ever. He was grateful for our 
visit and was eager to visit the campus 
where he’d enroll a year later.

Since that time, I have learned 
about some of the mountains he and 
his mom have climbed. Their com-
mitment, to Jesus Christ and each 
other, no doubt sustained….

They’re from Tupelo, MS, where 
Bryson will be buried alongside his 
dad, Brett, who lost a three-year 
battle with kidney disease a decade 
ago. During the 10 years with his dad, 
Bryson idolized him.

Even then, Bryson was ravaged by 
unannounced seizures. He survived 
the attack of a vicious dog, undergo-
ing facial plastic surgeries, seizures 
and body weight that ballooned 
to almost twice normal size. His 
mom trudged on, with full atten-
tion on him. She was determined to 
overcome whatever got in the way, 
including a fire that consumed their 
only car.

Ever sports-minded, they sought 
a coach who would understand his 
situation….

They found one in Memphis, TN, 
nearly 100 miles away. Chris signed 
him up, and they didn’t miss a prac-
tice or a game all season long, despite 
her driving some 200 miles each trip!

Later, a coach suggested that they 
get a “fresh start” in Texas. About four 
and a half years ago, they headed to 
Keller, TX, where Chris would work 
for an air-conditioning company and 
Bryson would set Keller Central High 
School back on its heels.

Always goal-oriented, Bryson 
needed only a part of COVID’s first 
year to lose 100 pounds. He went 
out for both football and baseball, 
organized a student Bible study and 
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  this Meharg was 
      first female Texas
      Secretary of State
  5  Mineola’s county
  6  Jackson County seat
  7  TX Charley Pride
      tune: “__ Just Me”
  8  money machine
  9  TXism: “exciting as
      a fire at ___  ___
      office”
15  TXism: “phoo-____
      water” (perfume)
16  TXism: “hot enough
      __  _______ a
      horny toad”
19  a blimp, e.g.
21  TX Jimmy Webb
      wrote “By the ____ 
      _ Get to Phoenix”
22  in Anderson County
      on U.S. 287  
27  ____ weevil came
      to U.S. thru Texas
28  TXism: “cut __
      ____ slack”
29  married woman 
      in Mexico  
30  1960’s protests
32  this Palmer won
      the Texas Open
      three times (init.)
33  TXism: “he ____
      _____ with the
      facts” (liar)
36  Gulf shrimp catchers
37  this conven. was
      in Houston in 1928  
38  a ___-____ pizza
      is a small one
39  Fair Park is on the
      ____  ____ of
      Dallas

  1  female sheep
  2  a car modification,
      e.g. (abbr.)
  3  Wood County
      newspaper
  4  TX Robert ____
      ________ was
      U.S. Secretary of 
      Commerce
      (1989-92)
  8  Corey Seager got
      this to end a no-
      hitter in game 5 of
      the 2023 World
      Series (2 wds.)  
  9  TXism: “plain as
      the ___  ____  __ 
      __  ___ chart”

41  “let the ____ settle”
42  Odessa’s county
45  king toppers in cards
46  Cowboy Jake Ferguson
      position (abbr.)    
47  needed in a drought
48  TXism: “just a ___”
      (small amount)
49  more intelligent
52  Cheryl of film “Wilson”
      with TX Harrelson
53  comfy room at home

54  voting yes
55  use a needle
      and thread

10  TX Simmons who
      developed the “lev-
      eraged buyout” (init.)
11  org. in Europe
12  I-20 that runs
      across Texas
13  Corey Seager had
      6 of these in the
      2023 World Series
14  Japanese wrestling
15  heaven
16  ____-A-Whirl rides
      are built in Plainview
17  returns a case to
      a lower court
18  UT has 1st photo
      ever taken, by this
      French inventor

20  sharpen, like skills  
22  former Cowboy
      star, Emmitt (init.)
23  modern lights
24  “half hitch,” e.g.
25  did 20-down
26  avid paintings
      collector? (2 wds.)
28  welcome rugs

31  “don’t ____ out
      your welcome”
34  Texas pest: fire ___
35  this Nellie was in
      limo with JFK (init.)
37  passed away
40  wound reminder
43  TXism: “____ on 
      the barrel head”
44  TXism: “_____  __
      a whipped pup”
50  Texans have to
      _____ car registra-
      tion annually
51  TXism: “dot the i’s
      and cross the __”
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

initiated a debate team that qualified for state 
competition, even without a sponsor! With 
sports came injuries, however, but he was 
regarded as the team leader, even if on the 
bench in slings or casts….

 *****
We were in his hospital room one year ago, 

where he was recuperating from shoulder 
surgery, when Chris mentioned, “He’s spent 
more birthdays in the hospital than out.”

Determined to play college sports, he was 
eager for August workouts to begin. Guess 
what? In the first practice, he injured a little 
finger and ankle, admitting to neither injury 
until work-out’s end.

 Soon, he’d undergo ankle surgery back in 
Keller, with rehab to extend into December. 
No matter. He forged on, completing part of 
his courses remotely, with junior status nailed 
down by semester’s end….

 *****
 Just weeks ago, HPU President Dr. Cory 

Hines invited me to speak at semester-ending 
chapel. Brenda and I invited Bryson to drive 
us to Brownwood. There, he’d get to see col-
lege “buds,” sleep overnight in his dormant 
dorm room and visit professors.

 Did I mention that it mattered not that he 
had no wheels, and only weeks earlier got a 
restricted driver’s license? Did I say that he 
organized a foundation called “Kidney Head” 
to help youngsters with kidney disease? Did 
I mention that he championed Tupelo--his 
hometown--melting my wife’s heart with the 
declaration that Elvis Presley hailed from 
there, too?

Oh, there are countless multiple superla-
tives about this life. It is noted that his efforts 
in the fading hours of election day helped 
a Keller city councilman win his race, and 
how his resolve helped so many people. Hey, 
maybe Bob Anderson, a family friend and 
Federalist author, might consider writing a 
“Bryson book.” (I met Anderson at a vigil held 
at Keller Central ISD baseball field on Decem-
ber 22, when throngs gathered to remember 
Bryson….)

 His impact at HPU is immeasurable. He was 
involved in student government, as well as the 
university’s recognized moot court team.

 Bryson was a team leader with a capital “L,” 
whether on football fields or baseball dia-
monds.

 He could have been a “poster guy” for D-III 
athletics, playing sports for the right reasons, 
chuckling at the thought of ever signing an 
N-I-L corporate contract or playing sports 
professionally….

 *****
 A “Go Fund Me” account has been set 

up for Bryson. Within hours, more than 300 
had contributed. Further, the Bryson Burks 
Endowed Scholarship has been established 
at HPU. Persons who wish to participate may 
send checks to HPU, PO Box 2369, Brown-
wood, TX, 76804, or online at www.hputx.
edu/give.

We feel privileged to have Bryson and Chris 
in our circle of friends.

We are promised to understand tragedies 
such as his in the “sweet by and by.” In the 
meantime, we’ll promote friendship and 
understanding, urging everyone to keep--and 
share with others--the importance of keep-
ing phone numbers to the suicide prevention 
hotline close at hand….

Dr. Newbury, longtime university president, continues 
his regimen of writing and speaking. Contact; 817-447-

3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.

NEWBURY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

sales tax, but this building needs 
some love.”

The plan includes cleaning the 
brick exterior, tuckpointing on the 
masonry to make the brick more 
stable and more weatherproof, pow-
erwashing, and then replacing not 
only the second story windows and 
first floor doors, but also putting in 
new prism-glass transom windows 
above the metal canopy to restore 
how the building formerly looked.

Hutchison-Padilla said the 
company submitted a letter of 
intent and a full application, which 
included a report from the Texas 
Historical Commission from 2012 
advising what can and cannot be 
done to retain the building’s historic 
integrity.

“They purchased this property 
and they inquired with the Texas 
Historical Commission as to wheth-
er or not they could put a balcony 
on it,” Hutchison-Padilla said. “The 
THC was pretty clear that would 
detract from the historic nature of 
this particular building. They found 
historic photos and they cited those 
photos.”

The recommendation also 
included, if possible, to recreate 
the roofline that existed previously 
because “you can see that at some 
point that roofline was filled in 
because of drainage,” Hutchison-
Padilla said.

“They would have liked to see that 
roofline come back, but that’s not 

possible, so the owner of the build-
ing is willing to paint it so that it is 
more in line with the way the brick 
looks.”

The Gonzales Main Street Revital-
ization Incentive Program’s mission 
is “to improve the image, inspire 
lifelong preservation and revital-
ization of our historic community, 
and enhance the economic sustain-
ability of the Gonzales Main Street 
District.” The program is governed 
by economic development law and 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Stan-
dards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties.

To be eligible for a Main Street 
grant, a business must be located 
within the Gonzales Main Street 
boundaries and must be a project 
which will “stimulate Historic Pres-
ervation, Business Retention and 
Expansion, and the Revitalization of 
our Historic Community.”

The grant is set up to reimburse 
property owners after work is com-
pleted. Categories include business 

retention and enhancement incen-
tive, which could include bringing 
a property up to code or perform-
ing significant interior or exterior 
capital improvements, including 
ADA compliance, asbestos removal, 
fire suppression, HVAC, electrical, 
plumbing and other repairs.

Facade and exterior improve-
ments are aimed towards historic 
preservation and can include sig-
nage, paint, lighting, masonry, aw-
nings, restoring transom windows, 
landscaping and other improve-
ments.

The maximum grant award is 
$52,000 reimbursement per build-
ing property address and projects 
will not receive funding greater than 
90/10 reimbursement. There is a 
maximum of one award per prop-
erty and it cannot be combined with 
any other grants and/or incentives 
(Main Street and Economic Devel-
opment Corporation) or within 36 
months of any prior GEDC-related 
funding.

GRANT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hardcastle, Esther 
SHcolic, Emerie 
Maldonada, Sofhia 
Pechina, Liberty Gallegos, 
Averleigh Leonard, 
Delilah DeBerry. 

Guest artists perform-
ing will include Melanie 
Axe, Ariana Dewing, 
Brandon Forrest and 
Devin Ellis. 

A heartfelt thank you 
goes out to “Benefactors” 
donors: Monica 
Atkinson, HEB, Grackle 
Psychiatry, Jessica 
Nicky McKinney, Cate 
Caplin, Dr. Humberto 
and Jessica Mowbray, 
Dr. Arturo Southam and 
Dr. Beezee Daly and 
Amanda Hammond.

“Friend of the Ballet” 
donors are Celia Weiss, 
Dee Dee Sengelmann, 
Blair Taylor, Jorge 
Vazquez, First National 
Bank of Shiner and 
Maggy Malkhasyan. 
Their generosity makes 
this magical production 
possible.

BALLET 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“ Repairs and renovations on the building will enhance  
 the overall structure and appearance, adding to the  
 appeal to tenants of the building. His business plan is  

	 to	rent	it	to	capacity	with	tenants.	It	is	office	space.	It		
 doesn’t bring in any sales tax, but this building needs  
 some love.”

—Tiffany Hutchison-Padilla, Main Street director

NUTCRACKER SYNOPSIS 
The story begins on Christmas Eve at the Stahlbaum house, a grand residence 

adorned with the most beautiful tree imaginable. The Stahlbaums host their annu-
al Christmas party, welcoming family and friends. The evening takes a magical 
turn with the arrival of godfather Drosselmeyer, a skilled clock and toy maker, 
known for his surprises. The party becomes festive with music and dance, as 
Drosselmeyer presents two life-size dolls. Clara receives a beautiful Nutcracker 
from him, becoming the party’s highlight. However, a jealous Fritz breaks the 
Nutcracker, only to have Drosselmeyer magically repair it. As the night grows late, 

the guests depart, and the Stahlbaum family retires for the evening. Clara, 
worried about her Nutcracker, sneaks back to the tree, falling asleep with 

him in her arms. 
At the stroke of midnight, the magical transformation begins. 

Clara shrinks, the Christmas tree grows, and toys come to life. An 
army of mice, led by the fierce Mouse queen, fills the room. The 
Nutcracker awakens, leading his toy soldiers into battle. However, 

the Mouse queen corners the Nutcracker, and a one-on-one battle 
ensues. The Nutcracker and his army face capture until Clara, in a 
final daring charge, throws her slipper at the Mouse queen, saving 

the day. 
The Nutcracker transforms into a Prince, taking Clara on a 

journey to the Land of Snow, where dancing snowflakes wel-
come them. The adventure continues to the Land of Sweets, 
where the Sugar Plum Fairy, rewards them with dazzling dances, 
including the Spanish Dance, Arabian Dance, Russian Dance, 
Chinese Dance, Mirliton Dance, Mother Ginger and the Waltz of 
Flowers. The grand finale features a beautiful Pas De Deux by 
the Sugar Plum Fairy and the Cavalier. 

As Clara awakens from her dream, surrounded by her 
Christmas tree and beloved Nutcracker, the enchanting perfor-
mance concludes. 

Secure your tickets now for this extraordinary journey into the 
world of “The Nutcracker” at www.comeandtakeitdance.com. You 
are guaranteed an unforgettable performance at the Crystal Theatre 
on Jan. 6-7.
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190
LAWN, GARDEN

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

210
MISC. SERVICES

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

Find out what all your
friends are talking about

YOUR YOUR NEWS.
YOUR YOUR WAY. GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access to
The Gonzales 

Inquirer!
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All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

SUBSCRIBE!
830-672-2861

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the for the clinical 

setting of the ADN and VN 

Nursing Programs.  Adjunct 

Instructors are needed at our 

Victoria campus as well as 

in the Gonzales, Cuero, and 

Hallettsville locations.  For more 

information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and 

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SERVIC-
ES. Skid Steer 
Service. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale.  
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

Find what
you are
looking for
in the
Inquirer!

The

Gonzales
Inquirer

ADVERTISE! 830-672-2861

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

MARIO BERMEA 
TREE SERVICE 
Home-830-587-
6235 or Cell 512-
923-4650.  IN-
SURED. Over 30 
years experience. 
S p e c i a l i z i n g 
in: Residential, 
Ranch and River-
front.

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

Victoria College is recruiting for full-time, 
twelve-month, non-tenure track instructors 
to teach Commercial Truck Driving for 
the Workforce & Continuing Education 
Department.  Classes will begin in January 
2024.  Position may include the role of 
Program Coordinator.  Class size is limited 
to four students per tractor.  

Starting earned monthly salary for the 
twelve-month position is $4,944.89.

For more information and to complete
an online application, please go to
www.VictoriaCollege.edu and click on 
Jobs@VC. EEOE

110
APPLIANCE REPAIR

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 
Appliance Repair. 
Call 210-774-
9336.

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

3BR Apartments Available

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low,
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR

ENERGY EFFICIENT

LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

ADVERTISEMENT AND INVITATION FOR BIDS
The CITY OF SMILEY will receive bids for REBID WATER SYSTEM
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT – WATER TREATMENT PLANT AND WELL 
IMPROVEMENTS, TxCDBG Project No. CDV 21-0415-GPB-01 (SWE Project 
No. 0028-076-23) until 10:00AM, FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 2024, at City Hall, 
located at 207 Steele Street, Smiley, Texas 78159 (or by mail at P.O. 189, Smiley, 
Texas 78159-0189). Bids must be clearly marked on the outside of the envelope 
or package with the words “City of Smiley TxCDBG Project”.  Bids received after 
the above-stipulated time will be rejected and returned unopened.  The bids will 
be publicly opened and read aloud immediately after above-stipulated time.   Bid 
evaluations will be completed at a later time and date.

Bid/Contract Documents including Drawings and Technical Specifications are on 
file and available for examination at the SOUTHWEST ENGINEERS, INC. office 
located at 307 St. Lawrence Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629 (Phone: 830-672-7546, 
Fax: 830-672-2034).  

A set of these Documents can be obtained from Southwest Engineers, Inc. in two 
different formats:  Hard Copy Set: $80.00 (Non-Refundable) or Electronic (PDF 
Format) Set Downloaded: $25.00 (Non-Refundable).

A bid bond in the amount of 5% of the bid issued by an acceptable surety shall be 
submitted with each bid.   A certified check or bank draft payable to the City of 
Smiley may be submitted in lieu of the Bid Bond. The City requires Payment and 
Performance Bonds in 100% of the contract amount.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than the federally determined prevailing 
(Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) Wage Rate, as issued by the U.S. Department of 
Labor and contained in the Contract Documents, must be paid on this project.  
In addition, the successful bidder must ensure that employees and applicants for 
employment are not discriminated against because of their race, color, religion, 
sex, sexual identity, gender identity or national origin. 

The City reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any informalities 
in the bidding.

Bids may be held by the City for a period not to exceed 30 days from the date of the 
bid opening for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the bidder’s 
qualifications prior to the contract award.

The City is an Equal Opportunity Employer and they strive to attain goals for 
compliance with Federal Section 3 regulations by increasing opportunities for
employment and contracting with Section 3 residents and businesses where
feasible.

All contractors/subcontractors that are debarred, suspended or otherwise
excluded from or ineligible for participation on federal assistance programs may 
not undertake any activity in part or in full under this project.

 DECEMBER 22, 2023  CITY OF SMILEY
  The Honorable Lisa Benavidez
  Mayor

Project
Description:

The project consists of installation of one Water Plant Cooling 
Tower System, one Water Plant Chlorination System,
Replacement of Well #3 Pump, upgrade Well #2 control
system and all associated appurtenances.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Construction Manager-at-Risk

Gonzales Independent School District (GISD) is requesting
Proposals for Construction Manager-at-Risk services for 
the construction of the 2023 Bond Program in Gonzales, 
Texas, pursuant to Texas Education Code Section 44.038 
using a one-step process.

Proposals must be received by: Tuesday, January 16, 2024, 
2:00PM CST.

The Request for Proposals may be obtained at the
Gonzales ISD’s Administration Office at 1615 Saint
Louis Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629, on the district’s
website https://www.gonzalesisd.net/Page/171 or by
emailing amanda.smith@gonzalesisd.net. 

All submissions are to be sent to Gonzales ISD, Attn: Chief 
Financial Officer, at the address shown above. No faxed or 
emailed submissions will be accepted. GISD reserves the 
right to accept or reject any or all Proposals and to waive 
any formalities or technical inconsistencies, or delete any 
item/requirements from this Request for Proposals when 
deemed to be in GISD’s best interest.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Vincent James DeCola were issued on the 
22nd day of August, 2023, under Cause No. PW23-0252, 
pending in the Constitutional County Court, Sitting in 
Matters Probate of Gonzales County, Texas, to: 

Brandon Ray DeCola and
Jarrett Matthew DeCola

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the
Estate as follows: 

KRISTEN QUINNEY PORTER, LLC
KRISTEN QUINNEY PORTER

State Bar No. 00795601
755 Loop 337, Suite A

New Braunfels, Texas 78130
Post Office Box 312643

New Braunfels, Texas 78131-2643
Telephone: 830-358-7632

All persons having claims against the Estate which is
currently being administered are required to present the 
same within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

DATED the 28th day of December, 2023. 

 Brandon Ray DeCola and
 Jarrett Matthew DeCola

 KRISTEN QUINNEY PORTER, LLC 

 By: /s/ Kristen Quinney Porter 
       Kristen Quinney Porter 
       Attorney for the Estate

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Wine 
and Malt Beverage Retailer 
Permit and Brewpub License, 
by NightOwlBrewhouse LLC, 
to be located at 327 Saint 
George St., Gonzales, TX 
78629, Gonzales County. Own-
er of said limited liability com-
pany is Pollyanna Wyckoff.

Click on the 
Classifi eds tab at

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

THEN
CLICK
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WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Jacob Carter
Ll#0026605

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com (830) 339-1236

Landscape       Irrigation       Privacy Fence
Maintenance        Installation

TREE SERVICE
MARIO BERMEA

(Smiley Tx)

512-923-4650
Specializing in:

Residential
Ranch • Riverfront

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

NOW
HIRING

ELSTNER DOZER SERVICE LLC
KEITH & SHEILA ELSTNER 

830-857-4719
RANCH TYPE FENCING

LAND CLEARING 
STOCK PONDS 

ROOT PLOWING & SHAPING
HOUSE AND BARN PADS 

Mulching Services and Land Management

Michael Durrett 830-857-4442

BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 31, 2023-Jan. 6, 2024

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC
The gift that keeps you learning – the Texas 
Almanac  2024-2025 is the premier reference for 
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with 
the latest information, including the 254 county 
maps and population estimates for every Texas 
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case 
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

LOOK!
SEE, ADVERTISING WORKS.

Place your classifieds with

830-672-2861 
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Howdy folks. Well here we are, start-
ing our long 2024 journey together. Is it 
going to be better than last year? I guess 
that’s at least partially up to us. Regard-
less of whatever goals you’ve set for this 
coming year, we’ll all be better off if we 
realize that (for the most part) nothing 
happens overnight, and we’ll prob-
ably have to overcome a few challenges 
along the way. That being said, if a little 
better health is in your plans, let’s just 
dive in and get started.

Having played sports in my younger 
days, and intermittently worked out and 
watched what I was eating for several 
decades, I’m certainly no stranger to 
starting over again. Along the way I’ve 
managed to discover several truths 
that have transformed how I go about 
things today. First off, starting slowly 
and allowing yourself to begin building 
momentum over a period of time, will 
help to avoid the overzealous - crash 
and burn scenario most of us are famil-
iar with. Yep, you know the one, where 
starting off with a fiery determination 
that even King Kong couldn’t squelch, 
then ending up falling out and planting 
your face in the rose bushes after your 
first morning run of the year. 

We seem to get away with what 
ever we want when we’re young. Our 
hormones are raging, our muscles are 
strong and flexible, endurance and 
recuperation come naturally, and we 
can eat tons of junk food and never 
gain an ounce... boy, I miss those days! 
While in high school, and trying to bulk 
up for sports I was consuming 10,000 
calories per day, and still wore 30” 
pants and had abs carved from granite. 
These days, if I consumed the same 
calories per week, I could practice my 
hula hoop skills with my love handles 
and belly pooch, probably qualifying 
for the senior Olympics. That’s because 
our bodies haven’t had as many years 
of neglect and abuse thrown at them 
yet. So young’uns take note, what ever 

you do when you’re young (in any area 
of life), definitely has repercussions as 
we grow older, so do yourself a favor 
and set yourself up for success instead 
of failure.

Here’s an easy and comfortable ex-
ercise to help you get started. This will 
cover multiple muscles, helping you 
to slowly start building back up. Some 
light easy stretching and any movement 
(walking, etc.) that will help you to 
warm up is recommended. This series 
of exercises can be done together or 
separately, in any order, and when ever 
convenient. For reference, a movement 
done ten times before stopping is con-
sidered: one “set” of ten “repetitions”. 
For those who are just getting started, 
recovering from injury or are up in age, 
slow, partial movements are recom-

mended, building slowly as you get 
stronger, safety being the first priority. 

The first exercise we’ll cover is the 
pushup, with several easier variations. 
This will help strengthen your push-
ing muscles; The chest (pecs), front 
shoulders (deltoids), and back of arms 
(triceps). The standard basic pushup is 
performed while on the floor with your 
body supported off the floor by your 
toes and arms (at about shoulder width 
apart), slowly lowering your body to just 
above the floor, then pushing back up. 
To make them easier they can be done 
with knees on floor instead of feet, or 
while standing and leaning against ta-
ble (at slight angle), or even a wall. This 
will give you much less resistance, and 
still allow you to strengthen up. Partial, 
slow movements are a great way to start, 
and can be done anywhere, any time. 
One or more sets, a couple of times per 
week, or day is a good start. You’ll figure 
out which comfort level and pace is best 
for you, but please ease into it as this is 
an ongoing process. More next week, 
stay tuned...

Love you guys, Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise

Let’s Get Started

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Shiner Heritage Quilters Guild 

will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 9, at the 
Shiner Methodist Church Fellow-
ship Hall.

Members gather around 5 p.m. 
for socializing and begin the 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. Carol Danial, 
owner of The Square Quilter, will 
show quilts using only three yards 
of different fabrics from a variety 
of patterns. This is a fun and easy 
project.

A work session for making bou-
tique items for the “Spring into 
Quilting” show is scheduled for 
the afternoon of the meeting from 
noon until meeting time.

Members are from Shiner and the 
surrounding towns and are always 
eager to welcome visitors and new 
members. For more information 
log onto www.shinerheritagequil-
ters.org or email at info@shiner-
heritagequilters.org.

Heritage Quilters 
Guild to meet Jan. 9

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia Methodist
CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Harris Funeral Home
The place for a perfect tribute!
127 Hwy. 90A, Gonzales, Texas 78629

830-672-1075
www.harrisfamilymortuary.com
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems
January 2024

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Audiology Pain Management
1 2 3 4 5 Amy Trost Eric Miller, MD

Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Hearing Specialist 830-272-7746
Holiday Dr. Miller Dr. Echols 830-372-2237

Urology
8 9 10 11 12 Chiropractic Robert Ryan, III, MD

Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Amy Trost Jeff Echols, DC 830-379-8491
Dr. Malik Dr. Quintero Dr. Twitero Dr. Echols Dr. Miller 512-799-6811
Dr. Desai Ophthalmology

15 16 17 18 19 Dermatology Joseph Kavanagh, MD
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Dr. Bui Vicente Quintero, MD 830-379-3937

Dr. Miller Dr. Echols 830-626-5551
Dr. Malik Orthopedics

22 23 24 25 26 Nephrology Trent Twitero, MD
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Azhar M. Malik, MD 830-625-0009

Dr. Kirchner 361-576-0011
Dr. Echols Yong Du, MD Podiatry

29 30 31 361-576-0011 Terri Quebedeaux,
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux DPM, PA

Obstetrics 830-303-0005
Alyson Kirchner, Charles White, DPM
MD, OBGYN 830-303-0005

Located at THRIVE Healthplex 830-379-1500
Orthopedics Surgery Cardiology Dermatology Austin Maternal 
Gloria Box, MD Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS William Craig, MD Alpesh Desai, DO Fetal Medicine
830-672-8497 830-672-8497 830-672-3845 713-864-2659 512-821-2540

Outpatient Clinic
Specialty Physician

OBITUARIES

Fidel “Lelo” Longoria, 
of Gonzales, gained his 
wings on December 27th, 
2023 at the age of 81 in 
Round Rock, TX.  He 
was born September 29, 
1942 in Gonzales, the son 
of Manuel and Aurora 
Zuniga Longoria.  Fidel, 
better known to his family 
and friends as “Lelo” was 
not a stranger to anyone 
he met.  He would always 
greet you with a hand-
shake, smile and some-
times a witty comment if 
he knew you well.

Lelo worked and retired 
from Tyson after 42 years 
as a service manager.  In 
his younger years Lelo 
played men’s softball 
and enjoyed fishing.  He 
continued his baseball 
passion and coached his 
son’s in the Gonzales 
Little League for many 
years.  As time went 
on and grandkids and 
great-grandkids started 
playing sports you could 
always be sure Lelo and 
his wife Minnie were 
there to cheer them on. A 
practice, game or school 
play was never missed.  If 
you couldn’t find him at 
a game he would be at Mi 
Lupitas eating or at home 
in his room watching 
“Andy Griffith, Sanford 

and Son and game shows, 
with his cookies.  He also 
loved his Word Search 
books.  We cannot forget 
how much he enjoyed 
helping Minnie with the 
concession stand dur-
ing the weekly volleyball 
league games, he loved 
visiting with everyone 
who visited their stand for 
goodies.

He is survived by his 
wife Herminia “Min-
nie”; daughter Margaret 
Ramirez and husband 
Greg; sons Michael 
Longoria and wife Eliza-
beth, Martin Longoria 
and Marcus Longoria all 
of Gonzales; 10 grand-
children, 7 great-grand-
children; sisters Frances 
Vasquez of Austin and 
Florence Corbin and 
husband Paul of Burleson; 
brother Felipe Longoria 

and wife Anita of Flatonia.  
Also surviving are numer-
ous nieces and nephews.  
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, brothers 
Fidencio and Freddie and 
sister Faustina.

Visitation will be 
from 5p.m. until 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 
3, 2024 with a Rosary 
being recited at 7 p.m. 
at Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home.  The Mass of the 
Resurrection will be cel-
ebrated 10 a.m. Thursday, 
January 4, 2024 at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
with Reverend Jason 
Martini officiating.  Inter-
ment will follow at the St. 
James Catholic Cemetery.  
Pallbearers include: Issac 
Longoria, Jalen Longo-
ria, Jaydee Longoria, Joe 
Longoria, Frank Venegas 
III and Will O’Neal.  Hon-
orary pallbearers include 
Frank Venegas IV, Grayson 
James Ramirez and Jax 
Cooper Venegas.

Friends may sign the 
guestbook and leave con-
dolences by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com

Arrangements are un-
der the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home, 906 St. Paul St., 
Gonzales.

Fidel longoria
We remember Bobby 

Bowden, who passed 
away on July 22, 2023, at 
80 years old, as a man 
who deeply cherished life 
and family.

Born on July 15, 1943, 
in Hobbs, New Mexico, to 
J.E. and Juanita Bowden, 
Bobby’s life was a testa-
ment to love, joy, and un-
wavering Christian faith. 
As a beacon of service 
and generosity, he was 
always ready to share his 
faith and assist others. A 
dedicated family man — a 
father, brother, grandfa-
ther, and great-grandfa-
ther — Bobby’s love and 
care knew no bounds.

A key figure in estab-
lishing TV 17, Bobby 
brought church services 
to those unable to attend. 
His joyous spirit was 
evident at the First Baptist 
Church in Gonzales, 
where he was often seen 
whistling hymns after 
services.

Bobby’s love for mov-
ies, pranks, and games 
reflected his playful and 
inventive spirit. In his 
youth, alongside his father 
J.E., he excelled in go-

karting, winning numer-
ous awards and trophies, 
which highlighted their 
close bond and his com-
petitive spirit.

In his professional 
life, Bobby was a true 
innovator. He patented 
the “Wildcat Automatic 
Drilling System,” making 
a significant impact on 
the oil industry. He also 
owned several businesses, 
including Instrument 
Sales and Service, Wildcat 
Specialty, and Bowden’s 
Antiques.

Bobby played a crucial 
role in the restoration 
of the Crystal Theater, 
preserving a key piece of 
local heritage and culture. 

His dedication to com-
munity enrichment was 
evident in this and many 
other endeavors.

As a Navy veteran, 
Bobby’s service fur-
ther demonstrated his 
commitment to helping 
others. He also enjoyed 
being on the lake, particu-
larly jet skiing with his son 
Blake, creating cherished 
moments of excitement 
and bonding.

Bobby is lovingly re-
membered by his children 
Lisa Morrow and her 
husband Pat, Lorie Seay, 
Leslie Marburger and her 
husband Greg, and Blake 
Bowden and his wife 
Ronda, along with many 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Preceding 
him in death were his 
parents, his sister Shirley 
Pritchard, and his beloved 
wife Connie.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions are welcomed at 
the First Baptist Church 
of Gonzales (422 St Paul 
St, Gonzales, TX 78629). 
Bobby’s legacy of benevo-
lence, joy, and faith will 
be forever cherished and 
deeply missed.

BoBBy Bowden

Ruby Nell Berger, 94, 
passed away December 
25, 2023.  Ruby was born 
December 28, 1928, in 
Cuero Texas to the late 
Henry Otto and Elsie 
Matilda Goebel Dreier. 
She was a member of the 
First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Gonzales Tx. 

Their story began when 
Bill saw Ruby on a vol-
leyball court and told his 
friend, “I’m going to mar-
ry that girl.”   She indeed 
married William Arthur 
Berger on September 30, 
1946, in Victoria County.   
Ruby and Bill lived in 
Gonzales their entire 
married life (77 years) and 
were blessed with three 
sons and their families.  
Robert (Bobby) Berger 
(JoAnn) of Moulton, Rich-
ard (Ricky) Berger and 
Randall (Randy) Berger 
(Trish) all of Gonzales.   

They enjoyed life 
together and have shared 
many wonderful memo-
ries.   They often spoke of 
family and friend gather-
ings at the cabin on Lake 
Wood (H5).   Bowling was 
also a huge part of their 
life.  The entire family 
participated in weekly 
league bowling.  As many 
couples did years ago, 
she spoke of hosting and 
playing dominos with 
a monthly 42 Domino 
Club.  And of course, a lot 
of dancing and traveling 
with friends. 

She was a talented 
seamstress and worked 
for Singer in Gonzales and 
taught sewing for several 
years.  Ruby worked as 
Secretary for her be-
loved Gonzales Jr. High 
School, retiring in 1984.   
Ruby was a much loved 
and devoted employee 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home and spoke often of 
the joy and camaraderie 
of coffee time.  

Ruby is survived by 
her husband and sons.   
Grandchildren; Wayne 
Berger (Mariah) of Cuero, 
Keith Berger of Gonzales, 
Jessica Baldassari (Mat-
thew) of Schertz, Mi-
chelle Berger Schoener 
of Victoria, Ashley Berger 
(Dominic Vega) of Gonza-
les.  In-Laws Fred Berger 
(Marie) and Lillian Berger 
and numerous great 
grandchildren.   

She is preceded in 
death by her parents and 
brothers, James Dreier 

(Geneva) and Gilbert 
Dreier (Marlene).  In-
Laws, Alan Berger (Edna 
Mae), William Loest 
(Doris Loest Eichman), 
Charlie Tater Jr. (Margie) 
and Baltus (BJ) Berger. 

Ruby was a loving wife, 
mother and grandmother 
who will be missed by all.  
Her presence was a gift, 
and the memories she 
created will continue to 
bring smiles to the faces of 
her family and friends. 

Services will be held 
at 10 am in Seydler-Hill 
Funeral Home on Friday, 
December 29, 2023.   The 
Rev. Ray Hagan, interim 
pastor of the First Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church 
will conduct the services, 
with burial in the Her-
mann Sons Cemetery. 

Pallbearers include 
Wayne Berger, Keith 
Berger, Matthew Baldas-
sari, Dominic Vega, Brent 
Dreier and Kenneth Tater.  
Honorary pallbearers: 
Ken Hedrick, Jim Con-
nally, and Tim Markham. 

For those who wish, 
memorials may be made 
to First Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Gonza-
les or Heart to Heart Hos-
pice. Friends may leave 
their condolences to the 
family by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com. Services are under 
the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home.

ruBy nell Berger

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS
Gonzales County 

Sheriff ’s Office
12//17/23 – 12/23/23

12/1723
• Yates, Loraine Lynn, 

01/1988, Nixon: 
Warrantless/On-View – 
Driving while intoxicated, 
Released - $3,500 Bond

12/20/23
• Beasley, William 

Henry, 06/1995, Austin: 
Other Agency Hold – 
Poss CS PG 2 
>=4G>400G, Released - 
$15,000 Bond

12/21/23
• Barnes, Tommy 

McNeal, 11/1976, 
Gonzales: Warrantless/
On-View – Viol Bond/
Protective Order, 
Released - $ 5,000 Bond

12/22/23
Walsh, Bryan Robert, 

05/1982, Richmond: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Driving While Intoxicated, 
Remains in Custody

12/22/23
• Fields, Zyshawn, 

02/2000, Gonzales: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Burglary of Habitation, 
Released – Weekender 

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other 
agency arrest and pro-
cessing’s:

GCSO 05
DPS  03
GPD  00
WPD  01
NPD  01
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00
Total  10

Gonzales County 
Sheriff ’s Office

12/24/23 – 12/30/23

12/25/23
• Reyna, Juliana 

Gabriela, 03/2001 , 
Gonzales: Warrantless/
On-View- Driving while 
Intoxicated 2nd, Released 
- $7,500 Bond; 
Warrantless/On-View – 
Driving w/Lic Inv w./Prev 
Conv/Susp/w/o Fin Res, 
Released - $1,500 Bond; 
Warrantless/On-View – 
Duty on Striking Fixture/
Hwy Landscape>=$200, 
Released - $1,000 Bond

• Perez Ramos, 
Roberto, 12/1992, Unk: 
Warrantless/On-View – 
Public Intoxication, 
Released – Order to 
Appear JP3

12/27/23
• Kapellas, Jefferson 

Michael, 06/1995, Seguin: 
Local Warrant – Theft 
Prop >=$100 <$750, 
Released - $1,500 Bond

12/28/23
• Fields, Zyshawn, 

02/2000, Gonzales: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Burglary of Habitation, 
Released – Weekender

• Rhoades, Caitlyn 
Gabrielle, 03/2003, 
Gonzales: Local Warrant 
– Poss Marij <2oz, 
Released - $1,500 Bond

• Ramirez-Florian, 
Kevin Alexis, 10/1995, 
Guatemala: Warrantless/
On-View – Criminal 
Trespass, Requires $750 
Bond; Other Agency Hold 

– Immigration Detainer, 
Remains in Custody 

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other 
agency arrest and pro-
cessing’s:

GCSO 08
DPS  03
GPD  01
WPD  00
NPD  00
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00
Total  12
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*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E bcaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

Life insurance can help
If your loved ones 

financially depend on 

you, you might want to 

buy life insurance.

Proceeds from a life 

insurance policy can 

cover burial expenses. 

And beneficiaries could use the money to help pay mortgage 

or tuition costs.

Some policies provide benefits to you while you are alive.

There are two basic types:

• Term life insurance is the simplest and least expensive. 

It covers you for a set number of years.

• Permanent life insurance provides coverage through-

out your life as long as you pay your premiums.

Need to track down a missing life insurance policy? You can 

search for a policy or annuity through the National Associa-

tion of Insurance Commissioners.

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

Mustangs finish second 
in home tournament
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs 
hosted their final non-district 
games with their annual holiday 
invitational Thursday, Dec. 28 
through Friday, Dec. 29. 

The Mustangs kicked off the 
tournament strong, beating the 
Navarro Panthers, 55-36, in the 
first game. 

Nixon-Smiley head basketball 
coach Carlton McKinney said his 
team played fairly well against 
Navarro after being on a break for 
six days. 

“I thought they struggled early 
and then they kind of found a 
rhythm and played really well, so 
I’m pleased with the end result, 
but more importantly, the progres-
sion that we started with about a 
month ago, we’re still working on it 
and I thought we took some major 
strides forward,” McKinney said.

The Mustangs took on Hondo, 
Jourdanton, and Lytle, and McKin-
ney knows his team will take the 
opportunity facing these tough 
opponents before their first district 
game against Marion Friday, Jan. 
12 at home.

“We set this tournament primar-
ily for that, to where we had some 
really good teams coming in that 
would prepare us for district and 
that to me is the biggest part and 
today was the first step but we 
have three other steps that we have 
to take throughout the rest of the 
day and tomorrow,”  McKinney 
said. 

“We’re going to try to get better 
each and every day and kind of 
clean up some things that we are 
not very good at right now and 
prepare for the district which 
is going to be a tough district 
schedule for us,” McKinney added. 

Nixon-Smiley finished second 
in District 26-3A last season and 
McKinney and his team are look-
ing forward to district. 

“I’m actually excited about the 
opportunity that we are basically 
a new team. We got three of our 
top players are graduating, so I’m 
excited about the roles that our 

players have now even though 
returning players have different 
roles. So it’s just a maturation 
process that we’re looking at and 
we’re hoping that it works out 
the way we would want it to,” 

McKinney said. 
Seniors Kade Dixon and Carl 

White were named all-tourna-
ment.

The Marion game tips off at 8 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 12.

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs played their 
final non-district games at their annual Holiday 
Invitational Thursday, Dec. 28 through Friday, 
Dec. 29. 

The Lady Mustangs started off their home 
tournament rough with a loss to the San Antonio 
Christian Lady Lions, 55-33.

Nixon-Smiley would fall to Hondo and Blanco 
on the second day of the tournament. 

Entering the home tournament, head coach 
Trevor Johnson knew his team would be facing 
a lot of tough opponents, especially as they get 
ready for district play against Luling. 

“It’s going to be a battle for us, but it’s good go-
ing into district so we can go ahead and get some 
more tough opponents to kind of get us ready and 
going for this,” Johnson said. 

“We’re kind of looking for a breath of fresh air. 
We haven’t had the best start of the season so far, 

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley junior Tristan Mikesh (1) stares down a Navarro player in the opening tournament match at Nixon-Smiley high school 
Thursday, Dec. 28. 

Lady Mustangs 
compete in 
home tourney

Lady 
Mustangs’ 
junior Juliana 
Kendrick (21) 
jumps in the 
air against a 
San Antonio 
Christian 
player for 
the tip off of 
the Holiday 
Invitational 
tournament 
at Nixon-
Smiley High 
School.

See MUSTANGS, page 11

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Junior Ashly Garcia (13) passes the ball to her teammate 
Kaylie Morin (15) in the opening match against San Antonio 
Christian. 

Nixon-Smiley sophomore guard Omar Abundis (10) shoots a layup towards Navarro’s 
basket while battling a defender.

Nixon-Smiley head basketball coach Carlton McKinney in the huddle with his players 
in the tournament match against Navarro Thursday, Dec. 28. 

Mustangs senior guard Luke Moses (2) shoots two free throws 
against the Navarro Panthers in a tournament match Thursday, 
Dec. 28. 
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830-672-3710830-672-3710
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 786291922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

Hours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat. 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed SundayHours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat. 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed Sunday
For your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or StephanieFor your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or Stephanie

Fehner Firearms is closed on MondaysFehner Firearms is closed on Mondays

It’s A New Year!It’s A New Year!
Start your New Year out right! Start your New Year out right! 

Come see us here at Fehner & Son Come see us here at Fehner & Son 
for all your livestock needs.for all your livestock needs.
Thank you for serving us in 2023,Thank you for serving us in 2023,

looking forward to serving you in 2024!looking forward to serving you in 2024!

David Ontiveros I Juan Reyes
3765 Hwy 183 N.  • Gonzales, TX 78629

830-672-5900 • 1835paintandbody@gmail.com

Thank you for choosing us and trusting 
us for all your auto paint and body 

repair needs. You helped make our first 
year of business a successful one! We 
look forward to serving you in 2024.

from

Apaches fall to La Vernia in district opener
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

District basketball has arrived 
for 4A division class, including 
district 29 between the Gonzale 
Apaches and La Vernia Bears 
Friday, Dec. 29.

The Apaches started off strong 
against La Vernia ending the first 
quarter trailing, 16-10, but enter-
ing the second quarter the Bears 
took advantage of Gonzales’ 
turnovers and held them to two 
points at half. 

Gonzales quickly turned 
things around in the second half 
defensively holding the Bears 
to six points at the end of third 
quarter. 

Apaches head basketball 
coach Steven Pinchback knew 
entering the third quarter has 
not been their best quarter this 
season, but he saw much im-
provement this time. 

“I’ve been telling them all year. 
Third quarter is one of the most 
important quarters. They’re 
starting to believe and they’re 
starting to buy in. And when you 
do those things, that’s the results 
you get holding these guys at 
home to six in the third. That was 
huge.” Pinchback said, 

Gonzales fell to La Vernia, 67-
48, but Pinchback said he was 
proud of his team’s performance 
against La Vernia and added it’ll 
be a lot different at home.

“We can play with these guys. 
And that’s just show them that 
we can play with anybody be-
cause I know their state ranked, 
they are 18 19 whatever, but it 
didn’t matter. We got to work on 
us and get better every day. And 
I believe we took a big step in 
that direction today.” Pinchback 
said. 

The Apaches will take on San 
Antonio JFK in the first home 
district game of the season 
Wednesday, Jan. 3. 

“They’re a good team. We’ve 
seen them. They have some 
really good guards. We just got 
to right now its Gonzalez versus 
Gonzales. So it doesn’t mat-
ter the name on the opposing 
jersey. We got to work on us. As 
long as we keep doing that. We 
don’t care what the name is on 
the front. We’re worried about us 
and if we play us, we’ll be fine.” 
Pinchback said. 

The Apaches will another 
home game Tuesday, Jan. 9 
against San Antonio Memorial.

Tip off is set for 6:30 p.m.

but we’re looking to get 
things going right before 
district time,” Johnson 
added. “So a lot of these 
young inexperienced 
players we have, we’re 
just trying to get a lot 
of reps and build some 
competence up, so our 
team looks pretty deep 
going into the district.” 

The Lady Mustangs 
finished fourth in District 
26-3A last season and 
finished the season as a 
bi-district finalist.

Johnson is looking for-
ward to beginning district 
play and the competition 
it will hold. 

“Our district’s pretty 
competitive, but I actu-
ally like our chances for 
the playoffs this year. We 
come out and we play the 
way we’ve been playing, 
I think that having the 
tough schedule that we 
have is going to pay off, 
and come district time, 
we’ll be ready to get some 
wins and hopefully make 
a little bit of a playoff run 
this year,” Johnson said.

Seniors Kendall Amaya 
and Emmersyn Stone 
were named to the all-
tournament team. 

The Lady Mustangs 
kick off district play 
Friday, Jan. 5 at home 
against Luling.

Game tips off at 6:15 p.m.

MUSTANGS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Left: Nixon-Smiley junior Ashly Garcia (13) dribbles the ball 
in San Antonio Christian’s side of the court in the tournament 
match. Above: Lady Mustangs senior Kendall Amaya (12) 
shoots two free throw shots against San Antonio Christian 
Thursday, Dec. 28. 

Don’t MissDon’t Miss
a Beata Beat
Subscribe to the 
GONZALES
INQUIRER
Today!

RIGHT: Gonzales junior Jermane 
Upshaw (10) defends La Vernia’s Logan 
Maytum (20) in the district opener Friday, 
Dec. 29. FAR RIGHT: Apaches junior 
shooting guard Gavin Lekgega (1) shoots 
two free throws against the La Vernia 
Bears in the district opener Thursday, 
Dec. 29. BOTTOM RIGHT: Gonzales 
freshman point guard Damion Hunt (11) 
in La Vernia’s end of the court for the 
Apaches possession Friday, Dec. 29 in a 
district match.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Apaches head basketball coach Steven Pinchback 
breaks his team out of the huddle in the district 

opener against La Vernia Friday, Dec. 29. 

Apaches senior 
point guard Carlos 
Martinez (3) defends 
La Vernia’s senior 
point guard Kel 
Cardenas (3) in the 
first district game of 
the season. 
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12 Educational classes led by
our team of experts
including a Registered
Dietitian, certified therapists
plus other professionals

Nutrition Education Personal Training And so much more...

You will receive  a
personalized exercise
program and keep you
accountable throughout
your journey.

Includes but is not limited to:
body composition analysis,
access to THRIVE Healthplex
and its amenities, 30-minute
massage, and more.

830-672-4986 ext. 2512

FOR MORE INFO CALL & ASK
FOR ROBYN OR BELLE

Join us for THRIVE's

NUYU Lifestyle &NUYU Lifestyle &
Nutrition ProgramNutrition Program

Mondays January 8th - March 25, 2024
classes offered at 11 am or 5:30 pm

G H S  R e g i s t e r e d  D i e t i t i a n ,  K r i s t e n  W o l l m u t h
T H R I V E  H e a l t h p l e x  C e r t i f i e d  P e r s o n a l  T r a i n e r s
R e j u v e n a t e  M e d  S p a  L i c e n s e d  M a s s a g e  T h e r a p i s t s
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t ,  R o n  J o h n s o n
G H S  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r ,  D i a n a  P i c h a
&  s o  m a n y  m o r e  e d u c a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s !

F a c i l i t a t o r s  w i l l  i n c l u d e :

Register December 4th, 2023 - January 5th, 2024
*space is limited*

All for just $450!
Payment due at time of

registration.
*10% discount for

members.

ARE YOU READY TO TRANSFORMARE YOU READY TO TRANSFORM
YOUR LIFESTYLE AND CREATE AYOUR LIFESTYLE AND CREATE A

BETTER YOU?BETTER YOU?

is open from 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Thursdays and from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays.

For information about 
the shelter, email info@
kingdomrescue.org. For 
adoptions, email adop-
tions@kingdomrescue.
org. The new shelter 
phone number is 830-
333-9006 (extension 2 
for GPAC; extension 3 for 
Kingdom Rescue) while 
the website is kingdom-
rescue.org. Their new 
Facebook page is Gonza-
les Pet Adoption Center 
– GPAC.

SHELTER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

workers rose by 141 from 
9,100 to 9,241 and the 
number filing jobless 
claims dropped from 311 
to 292, a difference of 19.

Earlier this month, the 
U.S. Department of Labor 
reported there were 
199,000 non-farm jobs 
added nationally in No-
vember. The national un-
employment rate edged 
down to 3.7 percent.

For the state of Texas, 
unemployment fell from 
3.8 percent in October 
2023 to 3.5 percent in 
November 2023, as the 
number of unemployed 
people seeking benefits 
dropped from 578,221 
to 535,371. The number 
of employed Texans in-
creased from 14,605,438 
to 14,741,751.

Gonzales County did 
not have either the lowest 
or highest jobless rate of 
the seven counties which 
comprise the Golden 
Crescent Workforce De-
velopment Area.

For the entire Golden 
Crescent Workforce 
Development Area, the 
unemployment rate for 
November 2023 was 3.2 
percent, a drop of 0.3 per-
cent from the 3.5 percent 
recorded in October 2023. 
This represented a total of 
2,991 residents in Gonza-
les, Calhoun, DeWitt, Go-
liad, Jackson, Lavaca and 
Victoria counties seeking 
employment out of a 
total workforce of 92,984 
people. There were 820 
more people in the work-
force and a total of 248 
fewer people filed jobless 
claims in the Golden 
Crescent area while 1,068 
jobs were added.

The counties in the 
Golden Crescent with the 
lowest unemployment 
rate were Lavaca County 
at 2.8 percent, followed 
by Calhoun County at 2.9 
percent, Jackson County 
and DeWtt Counties at 
3.0 percent,  Gonzales 
and Goliad counties at 
3.1 percent and Victoria 
County bringing up the 
rear at 3.5 percent.

Unemployment rates 
since November 2021 for 
Gonzales County are:

• Nov. 2021, 3.5 percent
• Dec. 2021, 3.2 percent
• Jan. 2022, 3.6 percent
• Feb. 2022, 3.4 percent
• March 2022, 2.7 

percent.
• April 2022, 2.6 percent.
• May 2022, 2.9 percent.
• June 2022, 3.5 percent.
• July 2022, 3.2 percent.
• Aug. 2022, 3.2 percent.
• Sept. 2022, 3.1 percent.
• Oct. 2022, 3.1 percent.
• Nov. 2022, 3.1 percent
• Dec. 2022, 2.7 percent.
• Jan. 2023, 3.7 percent.
• Feb. 2023, 4.0 percent.
• March 2023, 3.5 

percent.
• April 2023, 3.2 percent.
• May 2023, 3.5 percent.
• June 2023, 3.7 percent.
• July 2023, 4.0 percent.
• Aug. 2023, 4.0 percent.
• Sept. 2023, 3.5 percent.
• Oct. 2023, 3.3 percent.
• Nov. 2023, 3.1 percent
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work. Nominees must live in 
the Gonzales Chamber of Com-
merce and Agriculture area.

The award can be considered 
posthumous provided his/her 
death occurred within the last 
three years for which the award 
is being presented. Previ-
ous recipients of the David B. 
Walshak Lifetime Achievement 
Award or the Community Ser-
vice Award shall be ineligible 
for nomination. 

Award nominations can be 
made by emailing admin@
gonzalestexas.com or filling 
out a form at the Chamber of 
Commerce office at 304 Saint 
Louis St., Gonzales, prior to 4 
p.m. Jan. 30.

Recipients of the awards will 
be announced at the Gonza-
les Chamber of Commerce & 
Agriculture Excellence Gala & 
Awards Ceremony 2024, to be 
held the evening of Thursday, 
Feb. 22 at JB Wells Expo. The 
event will start at 5:30 p.m. and 
will feature an array of silent 
and live auction items, dinner 
service, live music, and an op-
portunity to socialize with oth-
ers in attendance. Stay tuned 
for ticket and sponsorship table 

information. 
New board members will be 

announced and retiring board 
members and officers will be 
recognized.

THE DAVID B.  
WALSHAK AWARD

The David B. Walshak Life-
time Achievement Award is 
presented to a person who has 
proved worthy of distinction in 
the Community. This Lifetime 
Achievement Award is ap-
propriately named after a man 
who gave of himself unselfishly 
to his family, friends, church 
and community.

A banker by profession, 
David B. Walshak was a two-
time recipient of the Gonza-
les Chamber of Commerce 
“Citizen of the Year Award,” 
once in 1961, the other in 
1972. He served as Director 
and President of the Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce and in 
1974 was a Charter Member of 
the Minutemen, ambassadors 
of our Chamber of Commerce. 
He served as Chairman of the 
Gonzales Sesquicentennial 
Committee from 1973-1975, 
President of the Gonzales Area 

Development Corporation and 
Director of the Texas Allied 
Poultry Association from 1975-
1976.

He served as Past President 
of many organizations, such as 
the Gonzales Noon Lions Club, 
the Gonzales Apache Quarter-
back Club, the Gonzales Base-
ball Association, the Gonzales 
Warm Springs Foundation/
Texas Rehabilitation Hospital 
and the Board of the Gonzales 
Independent School District. 
He was a member of the Gon-
zales Apache Band Boosters, 
the Parish Council of the Saint 
James Catholic Church and the 
Knights of Columbus, where 
he served as Grand Knight of 
Council #5090 in Gonzales. 
He was a member of the Texas 
National Guard, where he was 
given the opportunity to aid the 
victims of Hurricane Carla; he 
was instrumental in organiz-
ing a United Fund Community 
project and was the Chairman 
of the United Fund Drive for 
four separate years and chaired 
the Cancer Drive on two sepa-
rate occasions.

David’s love for sports car-
ried him from a professional 

baseball team shortly after 
graduation in high school to 26 
years of play by play announc-
ing of Gonzales Apache football 
games for the local radio sta-
tion. In those 26 years he only 
missed three games. He man-
aged Little League teams from 
1955-1960, then again from 
1967-1974, and he also man-
aged Youth League Baseball.

David B. Walshak earned 
recognition from many sources 
such as: Outstanding Young 
Men of America in 1965; Per-
sonalities of the South in 1973, 
1974 and the Bicentennial Edi-
tion in 1976; Notable Ameri-
cans of the Bicentennial Era; 
Presidential Commendation 
“in recognition of exceptional 
service to others, in the finest 
American tradition; from Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon in 1973; 
Honorary Membership into the 
Texas 4-H Clubs in 1975; Hon-
orary Chapter Farmer in the 
FFA; Honorary Membership 
in the Young Farmers in 1976; 
South Central Texas Semi-Pro 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1973; 
Lions Club “Citizen of the Year” 
Award in 1975 and “Who’s Who 
Among Texas Bankers” in 1975.
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campaigns by raising more 
than $30,000 through this 
event. The majority of these 
funds are awarded to GISD 
classrooms and campuses 
through the Foundation’s Inno-
vative Teaching grant program 
for learning and curriculum 
enhancement.

“We are glad to be able to 
bring this enjoyable event back, 
providing a night of excitement 
and fun for our generous do-
nors while helping to advance 
the Foundation’s mission. All 
tickets are available pre-sale 
only,” the Foundation stated on 

its website.
Doors will open at 5 p.m. 

with a cocktail hour and min-
gling until dinner is served at 
6 p.m. Gaming tables open at 

7 p.m., and a cash bar will be 
open throughout the evening.

High Roller Table ($3,000 
donation) includes a reserved 
sponsor table, 10 entry tickets, 

10 drink tokens, table charcute-
rie, meal for each table guest, 
recognition signage, a gift, and 
$20,000 in chips for use at all 
gaming tables.

VIP table ($1,000 donation) 
includes admission for 10, a 
reserved table, meal for each 
table guest, recognition signage, 
and $10,000 in chips for use at 
all gaming tables. There are a 
limited number of VIP tables.

General admission tickets 
($75 donation per person) also 
include meal, cash bar, and 
$1,000 in chips for use at all 
gaming tables.
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“ We are glad to be able to bring this enjoyable  
 event back, providing a night of excitement  
 and fun for our generous donors while helping to  

 advance the Foundation’s mission. All tickets are  
 available pre-sale only.”

—Gonzales Independent School District Education Foundation
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