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Architect, engineer discuss Courthouse restoration 
and master plan with Gonzales commissioners

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County has a 
fast approaching deadline 
if it wants to apply for up to 
$10 million to help restore 
the Courthouse, an architect 
told commissioners Monday, 
Nov. 27.

Tere O’Connell of 
O’Connell Architecture LLC 
told the court the deadline 
for submitting a draft master 

plan, which the Texas Histor-
ical Commission must have 
before the county can qualify 
for any Texas Historic Court-
house Preservation Program 
(THCPP) grant funds, is Feb. 
5, while the deadline for the 
final draft of the master plan 
is April 5.

The county does not have 
an official “master plan” 
for the Courthouse. A plan 
created by John Volz of 
Volz & Associates in 1993 

only addressed immediate 
structural deficiencies in the 
Courthouse tower and was 
not truly a “master plan,” 
said O’Connell, who was 
part of the Volz team that 
helped design the late-1990s 
restoration of the Gonzales 
County Courthouse prior to 
the creation of the THCPP by 
the Texas Legislature.

A master plan must 

See COURTHOUSE, page 6

HOSPITAL CELEBRATES 45 YEARS

VANDY VAN EPPS 
Gonzales Healthcare System CEO Bradon Anzaldua looks at the table displaying photos and newspaper clips 
of the 45 year history of the hospital Wednesday, Nov. 28.

County 
population 
grew 1.2% 
since 2020
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County has seen its 
estimated population grow by 
1.2 percent since 2020, accord-
ing to data released this month 
by the Texas Demographic Cen-
ter at The University of Texas at 
San Antonio.

According to the 2020 census, 
the population of Gonzales 
County was 19,653, but the Pop-
ulation Estimates and Projec-
tions Program estimated that an 
additional 234 people are living 
in Gonzales County, bringing 
the total population estimate to 
19,887 as of Jan. 1, 2023.

Disturbance 
call leads to 
weapons and 
drug charges
Suspect was arrested 
three weeks earlier on 
federal parole violation
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Gonzales County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested a known 
convicted felon on drug and 
weapons charges as well as 
outstanding warrants after 

responding to 
a disturbance 
call on Nov. 
21 — just 
three weeks 
after being 
arrested by 
GCSO on a 
federal parole 

violation warrant.
According to GCSO, 

deputies were dispatched at 
8:10 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21, 
to a home in the 200 block 
of County Road 342 for a 
reported disturbance involv-
ing a male subject known 
by deputies to act out with 
violence. When deputies ar-

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Texas drought has 
impacted the state — includ-
ing a Gonzales resident’s 
pumpkin patch.

Last fall, Brian Jurek 
showed off his pumpkin 
patch and how it grew larger 
than it expected. This year, he 
noticed there weren’t enough 
bees to spread the pollen 
around the patch.

“Last year I had this beauti-
ful pumpkin patch and I had 
hundreds and hundreds of 
pumpkins,” Jurek said. “This 

Gonzales resident abuzz about bee shortage

See BEES, page 18

Smith

Winterfest 
home tour 
welcomes 
all to see 
city’s beauty

Editor’s Note: Christmas in 
Gonzales … Excerpts from a 
Texas Homes and Living ar-
ticle written by Barbara Pries-
meyer Crozier, Dec 2007… 
ring more true today for the 
2023 Winterfest Holiday 
Home Tour than it did then.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Today, the lights shine 

brightly in Gonzales, il-
luminating the homes and 
almost two hundred years of 
Christmas traditions for visi-
tors to this fascinating little 
city that is the heartland of 
Texas and its history – Gon-
zales. 

See TOUR, page 17

See ARREST, page 6

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales first responders 
spent much of Monday night, 
Nov. 20, dealing with a hydro-
chloric acid spill that ended 
up shutting down parts of US 
Highway 183 (Water Street) and 
US 90A (Sarah DeWitt) for about 
five hours.

Gonzales County Emergency 
Management Director Jimmy 
Harless said the Gonzales Police 
Department received a report 
about a spill in the parking lot 
at Stripes, 114 US 90A, at about 
9:20 p.m. Monday.

Hazmat spill 
shuts down 
parts of US 
183, US 90 A

See POPULATION, page 17

See HAZMAT, page 18

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Gonzales Independent 

School District (GISD) has 
announced a new partner-
ship with the Texas Depart-

ment of Public Safety (DPS) 
and the Division of Highway 
Patrol. The GISD Board of 
Trustees approved a contract 
to lease the GISD property lo-
cated at 1711 N. Sarah DeWitt 

Drive.
The property, which is 

adjacent to the Gonzales 
High School, was previously 

GISD, DPS enter lease for former admin building

See GISD, page 18

LEW K. COHN
Tere O’Connell of O’Connell Architecture LLC, far right, speaks to Gonzales County 
Commissioners about what is needed before they can apply for a grant to restore 
the Gonzales County Courthouse. Seated in the back and to the left of O’Connell is 
engineer Charles “Chuck” Larosche of WJE Engineers.

VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales resident Brian Jurek shows off a much smaller pumpkin patch compared to last year. Last year many 
bees hovered over his pumpkin patch, but due to drought this year very little showed up to pollinate his patch.
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MrazMraz Quality Golf Carts

VOTED #1
IN SERVICE AND REPAIR

1538 Fannin Street, Columbus
979-500-4075 • www.mrazgolfcarts.com

 
Tuesday – Friday,  9am to 5pm,

Saturday, 10am to 4 pm

Sales • Service • Accessories • Upholstery
Rent to Own • Financing • Rentals

brought to you by

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
November 30th

Nathan Burek
Ashten Escobedo
Matthe Gomez

Terry Schomburg 
Hester

Betty Hull
Ellen Lehnert
Billy Parker
Stan Pylant

Mark Yackel

December 1st
Marjorie Cardenas

Dennis Droupy
Kevin Johnson

December 2nd
Donna Behrendt

Abbie Dolezal
Kyle Fortenberry

Lania Karol
Andrea Lee

Sandy Moore
Debbie Remschel

Marvin Siegel
Laura Siptak
Krystal Voigt

December 3rd
Larry Hanks

Mattie Ramos

December 4th
Betsy Boenisch

Cheyenne Brown
Jerry Floyd

Bo Ivey

Kim West

December 5th
Linda Falks
Richard Flax
Jacey Harkey

Sydney Hermann
Bobby Manning

Christian Melchor
Anita Rogers

Betty Jean Tharp
Rafaela Whiteley

December 6th
Bobby Cox

Abby Guerra
Ernie Martinez
James Reyes

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

December 4December 4
66º/46º

Remaining cloudy with a couple
of showers around, mainly late

in the day
55% chance of rain ● RealFeel 66CLOUDYCLOUDY

November 30November 30
57º/47º

A thick cloud cover with a couple of 
showers in the afternoon

62% chance of rain ● RealFeel 56

December 2December 2
70º/52º

A morning shower in places; 
otherwise, cloudy

40% chance of rain ● RealFeel 68

Mostly cloudy
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 69

December 6December 6
71º/42º

December 1December 1
67º/50º

A shower in places in the morning; 
otherwise, milder with partial 

sunshine
43% chance of rain ● RealFeel 70

December 3December 3
60°/49°

Rain and a thunderstorm
70% chance of rain ● RealFeel 56

December 5December 5
67º/43º

Mostly sunny
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 68

MOSTLY CLOUDYMOSTLY CLOUDY

SHOWERSSHOWERS

MOSTLY SUNNYMOSTLY SUNNY

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

CLOUDYCLOUDY

CLOUDYCLOUDY

Previously deported individuals apprehended by GCSO
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

A Gonzales County deputy 
made a traffic stop on Nov. 18 
that led to the apprehension 
of 10 individuals — several of 
which previously were de-
ported for having been in the 
United States in violation of 
immigration laws.

According to the Gonza-
les County Sheriff’s Office, a 
deputy was working as part of 
Operation Border Star and con-
ducted a traffic stop on Inter-
state 10 at 5:10 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 18, on a Houston-bound 
Ford Econoline van for an ex-
pired registration sticker.

During the stop, the deputy 

learned that there were a total 
of 10 individuals inside the van, 
and upon speaking with each 
person, the deputy learned 
that all 10 were allegedly in the 
country without legal permis-
sion and a background check 
showed several of those had 
been deported to their country 
of origin previously.

“Due to the illegal status 
of the individuals, they were 
detained and transported 
to Devine, where they were 
released into the custody of 
Border Patrol,” the depart-
ment said in a statement. “We 
are thankful these individuals 
chose to stop, as many times, 
they will attempt to flee from 

law enforcement, causing 
themselves or innocent by-
standers to become injured.

“This stops marks yet another 
time the Operation Border Star 
Grant has allowed our deputies 
to work extra in an attempt to 
achieve our mission of making 
Gonzales County a better and 
safer place to raise our children.”

Operation Border 
Star recovers stolen 
vehicle, makes arrest
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Gonzales County Sheriff’s deputies recovered a 
stolen vehicle and arrested a convicted felon who 
was in possession of a firearm after a traffic stop 
earlier this month.

A deputy was working Operation Border Star and 
monitoring traffic on Interstate 
10 near Waelder at about 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 18, when he 
conducted a registration check 
on a black Kia passenger vehicle 
traveling west towards San Anto-
nio and learned the vehicle was 
reported by the Austin Police De-
partment as having been stolen 
on Nov. 13, 2023.

The deputy was able to safely 
bring the vehicle to a stop and detain the driver, 
who was identified as Richard Allen Strickler, 
40. During the stop, the deputy located a loaded 
handgun in the vehicle and learned Strickler is a 
convicted felon and is prohibited from possessing a 
firearm. Strickler was arrested on charges of unau-
thorized use of a vehicle and unlawful possession 
of a firearm by a felon. He has been released from 
the Gonzales County Jail after posting $25,000 total 
bond.

“It was unclear what (Smith’s) intentions were 
driving a stolen vehicle while possessing a hand-
gun, but the deputy was able to safely apprehend 
this male preventing any further criminal acts from 

being committed 
in the Gonzales 
County commu-
nity,” GCSO said in 
a release. “We are 
extremely thank-
ful and proud of 
our deputies who 
work day and night 
and even chose to 
work extra hours 
all in an attempt to 
make the Gonzales 
County community 
a better place to 
live.”

Strickler

CONTRIBUTED

Steve Marshall with Briggs Equipment in 
New Braunfels presents Pamela Rodriguez, 
administrator of Legacy Ranch Kids with 
$5,000 to help purchase a much-needed 
transit van. Assisting in the presentation 
were Captain and Dutchess from the Legacy 
Ranch Kids Horse program. Briggs was 
founded in Dallas in 1896 and is one of the 
world’s leading providers of material han-
dling equipment.

Steve added “As a Texas company, Briggs 
is always looking for meaningful opportu-
nities to give back and support the com-
munities we serve. We are proud to support 
Legacy Ranch Kids. With the holidays fast 
approaching, what better way to give back 
than to invest in reliable, safe transportation 
for the kids at The Ranch?”

Briggs Equipment 
donates $5,000
to Legacy Ranch

CONTRIBUTED
Debbie Marshall, was awarded the Lifetime Achievement by the 
Braination Foundation. This foundation acknowledges community 
leaders who have made significant contributions, enhancing lives 
and embodying the strength and kindness of the human spirit. 
Nominees are carefully chosen based on their impact in categories 
such as Community Leadership, Visionary Leadership, Educational 
Achievement, and Lifetime Achievement. Debbie Marshall, in particular, 
has been honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award, the highest 
accolade presented by the foundation. Her dedication to children and 
her selfless contributions to the community were highlighted as key 
factors in receiving this prestigious award.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Mayor Steve “Santa at Heart” 

Sucher “Santa” made a grand en-
trance at a children’s party hosted 
and sponsored by Debbie & Steve 
Marshall, friends and family!

Santa arrived with a billowing 
“HO-HO-HO” and with jingle bells 
too! The children ran to greet him 
as they escorted Santa and Mrs. 
Claus to their seats by the Christ-
mas Tree.

Santa had a patient ear as he lis-
tened to what the children wanted 
this year.

There were hundreds of toys to 
choose from. The children and staff 
enjoyed food catered by The Farm-

ers Daugter of Gonzales and Com-
munity Health Centers of South 
Central Texas and hot chocolate by 
Judah’s Java Cafe’ located in Luling. 
An assortment of desserts made 
handmade with love. A special 
treat by Daya’s Snow Cone was a 
hit!

Santa was in the company of 
many princesses who came to cel-
ebrate the Christmas spirt with the 
children, provided by Perfect Par-
ties by Lucinda from San Antonio.

The party included arts and crafts 
tables, coloring and paint stations 
and games such as pin the nose 
on the snowman. Other enjoyed 
festivities included a magic show 
presented by Bobby Cordell Magi-

cal Entertainment, face painting, 
balloon twisting, a bubble show, 
bounce house, popcorn by Fred 
Ward and Tony the Clown — all 
of which helped make this event a 
memorable Christmas celebration 
for the children.

Additional sponsors included 
Community Health Centers of 
South Central Texas, the Farmers 
Daughter, Victoria College, JL Gray, 
Sandra Michna & Mike Kobala in 
memory of Stephen, Ann Hicks & 
Family, EncapSulite, Karen & Rob 
Blakeley, Olivia Seifert, Lux Texas 
Realty Group, Body’s by Arden, 
St. Vincent De Paul Society, Lotus 
Solutions, and Bastrop Community 
Senior Center.

Christmas comes early at local 
children’s party hosted by Marshalls

MARSHALL RECEIVES LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

December 1st – 2nd
Two Dumb Blondes

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

GONZALES LIVESTOCK 
MARKET
No Sale Saturday, November 25, 
2023

NIXON LIVESTOCK
November 20th 
Cattle – 892
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $274-284-335
300-400 lbs - $248-258-330
400-500 lbs - $225-235-320
500-600 lbs - $212-222-273
600-700 lbs - $197-207-240
700-800 lbs - $173-183-217
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $207-217-310
300-400 lbs - $208-218-270
400-500 lbs - $200-210-243
500-600 lbs - $195-205-245
600-700 lbs - $182-192-210
700-800 lbs - $177-187-199
Slaughter Cows - $50-106
Slaughter Bulls - $96-116
Stocker Cows – $650-1100
Pairs:  $815-1600

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK
COMMISSION CO., INC.
No Sale November 21st.

SEGUIN CATTLE CO. 
No Sale November 22nd.

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET
NO SALE ON NOVEMBER 24 IN 
CELEBRATION OF 
THANKSGIVING

LIVESTOCK 
WEEKLY REPORTS

Q. Our Whopper Begonias look 
beautiful. How long will they last 
into the winter? What is a good 
replacement plant?

A.  Begonias will last into the winter 
as long as the temperatures remain 
mild. Since they are planted in shel-
tered locations in the shade they often 
last into the winter. Quite often the 
tops will freeze back but then they re- 
grow when spring arrives. Some of the 
best replacement plants are cyclamen 
and primula.

Q. I am confused by the rules to 
prevent oak wilt by painting the new 
wounds on oak trees. When do we 
paint, when the temperatures are 
mild but how mild? Is now a time to 
paint all the wounds to prevent the 
spread of the disease?

A. The disease organisms and 
or mites that carry them are active 
when the temperatures are mild but 
it is hard to guess exactly how se-
verely cold or hot or for how long the 
temperatures need to be  high or low 
to prevent the  disease  spread. The 
safest tactic is to paint all wounds 

immediately when they are  discov-
ered whether it is cold, hot, or mild 
outside. 

Q. We planted Crawford lettuce 
two weeks ago, but it is not germi-
nating. The seed is supposedly only 
one season old, any ideas? 

A. Other gardeners have reported 
that it is growing, the soil should be 
cool enough. One common issue that 
prevents leaf lettuce germination is 
if the seed is covered by soil or even 
mulch. Just set the seed on top of the 
soil in the row. 

Q. Why do you recommend the 
addition of compost every year 
or two to the vegetable garden?  
Doesn’t it accumulate? What are the 
advantages besides nutrients?

A. Compost supplies a limited 
amount of nutrients to the garden 
soil but mostly it improves drain-
age, water holding capacity, reduces 
compaction, and allows gas exchange.  
The organic material in compost de-
composes on an ongoing basis so to 
maintain a reasonable level it must be 
replenished on a regular basis. 

Garden
with
CALVIN FINCHQ&A

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
The Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-

sion Service will be hosting a brush 
and forage conference on Dec. 6 in 
Seguin.

The conference will be held from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. at the AgriLife Extension 
office in Guadalupe County, 210 East 
Live Oak St. Registration will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. Registration is $40 and 
seating is limited to 60 attendees. 
The deadline to RSVP is Dec. 1. To 
RSVP, contact the office at 830-303-
3889. Lunch will be provided.

A total of five Texas Department 
of Agriculture continuing educa-
tion units will also be available for 
commercial, non-commercial and 
private pesticide applicators. These 
units include three general units, 
one integrated pest management 
unit and one laws and regulations 
unit.

WORKSHOP AGENDA AND 
TOPICS

The workshop will have the fol-
lowing topics and presenters:

• Managing insects in the pasture 
– Dalton Ludwick, Ph.D., AgriLife 
Extension entomologist and assis-
tant professor in the Department of 
Entomology, Corpus Christi.

• External parasite management 
plan for livestock and the latest 
on fever ticks – Karl Harborth, 
Ph.D., AgriLife Extension livestock 
specialist and assistant professor in 
the Department of Animal Science, 
Corpus Christi.

• Tips for a successful herbicide 
brush treatment – Megan Clayton, 
Ph.D., AgriLife Extension range 
specialist and professor in the 
Department of Rangeland, Wildlife 
and Fisheries Sciences, Uvalde.

• Preparing for weeds in the 
pasture this spring – Josh McGinty, 
Ph.D., AgriLife Extension agrono-
mist and professor in the Depart-
ment of Soil and Crop Sciences, 
Corpus Christi.

• Picolinic acid chemistry, PAC, 
training – Clayton.

The picolinic acid chemistry 
training covers the application 
requirements needed for the use 
of Invora herbicide for brush and 
weed management on rangeland 
sites. Applicators must complete 
the training every two years before 
applying the herbicide.4

For more information, contact 
Jeff Hanselka, AgriLife Extension 
agriculture and natural resources 
agent in Guadalupe County: 
j-hanselka@tamu.edu or 830-303-
3889.

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE PHOTO BY MICHAEL MILLER
Participants will be able to learn how to manage external livestock parasites, weeds 
and insect pests during the Dec. 6 Brush and Forage Conference in Seguin. 

Extension service’s brush and forage 
conference set for Dec. 6 in Seguin

DECEMBERDECEMBER
GARDENING CALENDAR

The winter gardening period is continuing. 
It is time to plant onions if you have not done 
so yet. Most area nurseries offer at least six 
selections, a mix of yellows, reds, and whites,  
including 1015,  Red Creole,  and Bermuda. 
The reds have the least mild taste.  One good 
strategy is to purchase 1015 or another mild 
variety and red cayenne for your recipes or 
salads for which you want a more potent on-
ion taste.  I like to plant the onion transplants 
every 4 inches in a row and then harvest the 
middle two plants for green onions by Mid-
April. The remaining onions will reach full size 
by June 1 when the tops will flop over indicat-
ing they are ripe and ready for harvest. 

You should be able to harvest from your 
broccoli, kale, chard, spinach, and, Brussels 
sprouts,  mustard plants if you had planted 
them back in October.  If you haven’t planted 
them yet do so as soon as possible.  Prepare 
the soil in your planting bed with 10 cups of 
slow release lawn fertilizer such as 19-05-09 or 
a winterizer fertilizer such as 18-06-12.  Add-
ing 2 inches of compost is always important 
too.  The soil preparation is also necessary  for 
the onions, carrots, lettuce,  beets, turnips , 
English peas  that you are planting ( or have 
already planted)

Have you thought about purchasing a live 
Christmas tree?  There are some attractive 
selections that can fill a role in your landscape 
after they host the Holiday decorations for this 
season.  Consider a small version of Deodora 
cedar, Arizona cypress, Italian Stone Pine, 

See CALENDAR, page 17



A Doctor’s perspective on 
CBD and Texas legalization
BY GARTH O. VAZ, M.D.

In the realm of plant medicine, few 
have been as misunderstood and 
unfairly treated as hemp. As a medi-
cal professional with a passion for 
my patients’ health and well-being, 
I believe it is crucial to shed light on 
the distinctions between hemp and 
marijuana, particularly given the 
recent adoption of the 2018 Federal 
Farm Bill as well as the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture which removed 
hemp from the definition of mari-
juana in the Controlled Substances 
Act (CSA).

Firstly, let’s clarify the relationship 
between hemp and marijuana — 
they are essentially different classifi-
cations of the same cannabis plant. 
Hemp is grown primarily for indus-
trial and medicinal purposes, boast-
ing a rich history that dates back 
thousands of years. Marijuana on the 
other hand is cultivated for both rec-
reational and medicinal usage, and 
its psychoactive component, THC, is 
what induces the famous “high”, thus 
its recreational value.

It’s heartening to note that Texas 
recognized the potential benefits of 
hemp, legalizing it in 2019 through 
the Texas House Bill 1325. This legis-
lation allows for the production and 
sale of hemp-derived CBD products 
containing 0.3% or less of THC. CBD, 
or cannabidiol, is a cannabinoid — a 
chemical compound found in the 
cannabis plant — that interacts with 
our body’s endocannabinoid system 
(ECS).

The endocannabinoid system is 
a complex network of neurotrans-
mitters that regulate various bodily 
functions, including cognitive pro-
cesses, fertility, immune responses, 
appetite, pain sensations, mood, 
motor function, memory, and more 
as clinical studies continue. When 
one consumes cannabinoids from 
the cannabis plant, they interact with 
the ECS through neuroreceptors. It’s 
quite a wonder that the human body 
is already equipped to produce and 
handle cannabinoids!

CBD and THC are the two most 
prominent cannabinoids in cannabis, 
with hemp containing mostly CBD 
and minimal THC, while marijuana 
has higher levels of THC. Unlike 
THC, CBD is non-intoxicating, non-
addictive, and holds great promise 
for a range of health benefits. Studies 
suggest its efficacy in chronic pain 
management, anxiety reduction, and 
promoting better sleep. Notably, the 
FDA has approved Epidiolex, a CBD 
drug, for treating epilepsy.

Beyond its medicinal potential, 
hemp has been a staple in human 
civilization for millennia. A sustain-
able and fast-growing crop, hemp 
yields durable textiles, clothing, ropes, 
paper, cosmetics, oils, biofuels, and 
medicinal products. It is a veritable 
marvel of nature that, unfortunately, 
endured a nearly century-long vilifica-
tion due to misguided policies like the 
Marihuana Tax Act of 1937.

To appreciate hemp’s historical 
significance, consider this: George 
Washington himself grew hemp 
to make ropes, sacks, and canvas. 
However, the aforementioned Act, 
aimed at curbing recreational mari-
juana use, inadvertently ensnared 
hemp in its restrictions. For almost 
a century, hemp faced unjust stigma 
and misunderstanding due to the 
phenotypic (observable) similarities 
to marijuana.

As we unravel the science be-
hind this remarkable hemp plant, 
it becomes increasingly clear that 
the benefits of hemp are numerous. 
Products made from CBD isolate and 
our CBD distillate contain no THC, 
ensuring no psychoactive effects. 
Resulting from the absence of THC, 
consumption of our CBD products 
do not show up in drug tests either. 
This makes our products ideal for 
managing issues like pain, anxiety, 
and more, offering a safe, natural and 
effective alternative to traditional 
pharmaceuticals.

The recent legalization of hemp-
derived CBD in Texas marks a pivotal 
moment in harnessing the therapeu-
tic potential of this ancient plant. As 
we continue to explore the science 
behind CBD and other cannabinoids, 
it’s crucial to dispel misconceptions, 
embrace the sustainable benefits of 
hemp for health, and foster a new era 
of natural healing. 

Dr. Garth Vaz is a family practice physician at 
The Vaz Clinic, PA in Gonzales.
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“You oughta get yourself an 
Apple watch,” a friend sug-
gested. I stopped short of 

suggesting that he should keep time 
however he chooses. I countered that 
I will stick with a calendar, sun dial 
and wristwatch.

 Perhaps noting an ever-so-faint 
smile, he blathered on, explaining 
what Apple watches can do, even 
hailing an ambulance if a watch-
wearer has a fall. (He did whisper a 
disclaimer on the 911 call feature if 
the carpet is too thick or the battery 
too low.)

I walked away in thanksgiving, not 
so much seasonal, but thinking that 
I am lucky to have a few friends who 
embrace technology and really want 
to do their part in keeping me “verti-
cal and ventilating.”….

 *****
The conversation made me think 

of my old daddy, who probably never 
thought himself to be versatile. Fa-
miliar with grueling farm work and a 
do-everything guy with wrenches and 
pipes, he greatly valued his wind-up 
stopwatch used mostly when he of-
ficiated basketball games.

Athletically inclined, T. J. Newbury 
officiated high school basketball 
games at small schools in Brown 
and adjoining counties during the 
Depression.

Usually, the only game official, he 
often endured three days and nights 
working both boys’ and girls’ basket-
ball tournaments, usually pocketing 
$10 for what today would be consid-
ered cruel and unusual punishment 
for such taxing toil.. His duties didn’t 
stop with whistleblowing. He also 
kept the “official time.” He’d likely 
have been the official scorer, too, had 
there been a way to hang the book 
from a belt loop. Further, he kept a 
close eye on the chalk board, where a 
youngster kept track of the score for 
all to see….

Thankfully, this was before the 
three-point shot, so young score 
keepers only had to add one or two 
points (free throws or floor baskets), 
so advanced mathematical acumen 
wasn’t required.

At one game in the mid-1940s, a 
classmate who usually arrived at the 
gymnasium early enough with chalk 
in hand to be named score keeper 
languished at home with a “bad cold.”

My dad assigned the youngster’s 
duties to me. During one thoughtless 
moment, I blundered, and the 
recollection still causes moistening of 
eyes and twitching of body….

 After a successful free throw, I 
awarded the shooter two points. Im-
mediately, Dad stopped the game, 
gently asking for a re-count.

Worse, though, were the cutting 
comments of classmates, some of 
whom were snickering that I couldn’t 
even add “one” and get the right an-
swer. Oh, the cruelty of it all….

Dad didn’t bring it up on the way 
home. In fact, he comforted me, just 
as he had a year earlier when I was a 
third-grader.

During an arithmetic lesson, Mrs. 
Byrd asked, “Don, what’s ‘tootum’ 
three, ‘tootum’ four and ‘tootum’ five?”

 Later, I realized she probably 
slurred the word “times,” but it sound-
ed like “tootum” to me.  I answered, 
“Mrs. Byrd, I’m not even sure what 
‘tootum’ is.”….

 *****
I spoke to the Southwest Chris-

tian School football team recently, 
conveying details of a recent visit to 
the doctor, who asked me to recite the 
alphabet.

Expecting the question, I memo-
rized a modified, rapidly-fired 
answer: “Z, y, x, w, v, u, t, s, r, q, p, o, n, 
m, l, k, j, I, h, g, f, e, d, c, b, a.” His jaw 
dropped, the doctor answered, “Now 
forward, smart aleck.”

Enough of this. I’m not buying 
an Apple watch. Challenged by QR 
codes, artificial intelligence and other 
technical stuff, I have drawn dirt lines 
that I have no plans to cross. I am, 
however, conveying deepest Thanks-
giving greetings beautifully worded 
on a sign seen recently: “Pray for eyes 
that see the best in people, for a heart 
that forgives the worst, a mind that 
forgets the bad and a soul that NEVER 
loses faith in God.” Happy Thanksgiv-
ing!...

 Dr. Newbury, a longtime university president, 
writes weekly and speaks regularly 

throughout Texas. Contact: 817-447-3872. 
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.
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Yawn!
One day, I yawned 

REALLY big and …
Finish this story.

Standards Link: Life Science: Understand that humans and animals have structures that aid in survival.

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Identify alliteration in text.

Large and Loud both 
start with the letter ‘L’. 
When more than one 

word in a sentence starts 
with the same letter, that 
is called an alliteration. 

Look through the 
newspaper for words 

that start with the same 
letter. Use these words 

to write a new sentence.

Large and 
Loud

How long does the average 
human yawn last?

What is 
the study 

of yawning 
called?

Do gira�es yawn? 
So far, they’ve never 

been observed 
yawning by scientists.

What time of year do 
people yawn the 

most?

         Many animals also yawn. 
And some animals “catch” yawning from each other. Some people 
say when they yawn, their dog will often yawn, too.

Animals Yawn, Too!

Popping Ears

Amazing Facts About Yawns
Use the secret code to reveal these facts!

There are ways we can try to avoid catching 
        a cold and the flu, like washing our 
        hands and getting vaccinated.

But, there is something you can’t stop yourself 
from catching.

What is it? It’s YAWNING!

Give it a try! Start yawning and watch to see 
if people around you start to yawn. Even 
reading about yawning can sometimes cause 
    a person to yawn. Are you starting to 
    yawn yet?

If you have traveled into the mountains, or taken 
an airplane ride you may have noticed your ears 

feeling plugged up or even hurting.

The air pressure in higher altitudes is lower than 
the air pressure in lower altitudes. When the 

pressure of the air inside your ears and outside 
are di�erent, you feel a bit plugged up.

What can help balance the inside and 
outside pressure? The letters along the 

correct path reveal the answer.

26
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

13
12
11
10

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

8 18 3 8 22 24 12 13 23 8

24 19 26 8 14 12 15 12 20 2

4 18 13 7 22 9

The longest known yawn was made by a 
small Pomeranian dog named Belle. 

How long did her yawn last?

7 4 22 13 7 2 7 19 9 22 22

14 18 13 6 7 22 8

How many di�erences 
can you �nd between 

these two pictures?

Y

A

W

N I

L

B
START

END

S

V

C

J

W

N

G

Your eyes will usuallee close or squint during a yawn. 
The bigger the yawn, the more tightly your eyes 
squeeze clozed.

By forcing your eyes to stay opens, you can actually 
stop or slow down a yawns.

Scientists think closing the eyes helps the muscles in 
your face to relaxed, making it possible to yawn bigger.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? Circle the five errors in 
the article below. Then, rewrite the article correctly on 

the blank lines.

Do your eyes close when you yawn?

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 52

Number the paragraph parts in order to reveal facts 
about hippopotamus yawns.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Understand informational text.

F

A

C

T

S

R

Y

N

P

C

P

R

E

S

S

U

R

E

L

O

W

F

D

V

C

S

G

B

E

L

E

R

O

X

L

Y

A

U

A

D

O

L

G

A

S

L

B

H

R

W

N

T

C

I

A

A

J

Z

S

L

O

U

D

N

D

S

W

Y

E

A

R

A

C

T

V

T

Q

A

P

J

T

E

R

E

T

N

I

W

I

L

AIR
BALANCE
COLD
DOG
DROWSY
EARS
FACTS
FLU
LAST
LOUD
PRESSURE
WINTER
WORDS
YAWN
YEAR Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

With hundreds of topics, every Kid Scoop® printable 
activity pack features six-to-seven pages of high-
interest extra learning activities for home and school! 
Get your free sample today at:

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Sanya today for sizes and pricing! Sanya.Simmons@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Find out what all your friends are talking about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

5                           GONZALESINQUIRER.COM   •  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023/GonzalesInquirer



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023  •  GONZALESINQUIRER.COM               /GonzalesInquirer 6

©2023 BCI
1110 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive • Gonzales, TX 78629 • GonzalesHealthcare.com

More Than You Expect!

Exceptional Care 
Close to Home

Did you know? Every member of Gonzales Healthcare Systems’ remarkable team — 
from providers to department managers and every level of support staff — is 
committed to a single mission: providing high quality comprehensive healthcare to 
everyone we serve. That’s why we treat every patient like family, with a level of compassion 
and personal care that exceeds expectations. What’s more, we’re one of the few rural 
hospitals still delivering babies, and in the coming months we will begin remodeling 
our patient rooms and break ground on a new surgical wing. It’s all part of our 
commitment to provide every patient with an unexpected level of healthcare excellence.

TToo  learn more ooff  our commitment to exceptional service, visit 
gonzaleshealthcare.com.

include an executive 
summary; documenta-
tion of the historical and 
architectural develop-
ment of the county and 
the Courthouse; an 
evaluation of existing 
conditions; restoration 
and rehabilitation rec-
ommendation and any 
supporting documents 
necessary.

“One of the things that 
people underestimate is 
the extent of the historic 
research that needs to be 
conducted,” O’Connell 
said. “It needs to have 
every Commission-
ers Court minutes that 
referred to the court-
house or the architectural 
development and the 
history of courthouses in 
the county. I think you 
only had one preceding 
this. But when that was 
built, why it was built, 
when it burned down, 
which was 1893, and then 
the history of construc-
tion of this courthouse 
through its changes over 
time. There was a big 
series of changes in 1958, 
I believe, and then again 
from the 1995 to 1999 
time period.”

The current Gonza-
les County Courthouse 
was designed by famed 
architect J. Riely Gordon 
and was completed in 
1896 at a cost of $64,450 
after the original burned 
down December 3, 1893 
— nearly 130 years ago. 
Gordon used a Roman-
esque Revival design that 
featured a Greek cross 
layout complete with 
corner entrances and a 
rotunda. A new roof was 
put on the building in 
1958.

O’Connell said other 
documentation will 
include information 
about “all of the impor-
tant people that have 
been involved with the 
courthouse.”

“Were there important 
court proceedings that 
happened in this court-
house?” she asked. “Who 
were the leaders? Who 
are the ghosts? Then we 
would talk about the cur-
rent historic designations 
and the easements that 
exist on the Courthouse. 
Fortunately for you, it has 
every historic designation 
available to county court-
houses, so that helps 
you in your final scoring 
categories.”

O’Connell said the 
master plan will “pick 
apart … every little thing 
about this building — the 
masonry, the plaster, 
the decorative painting 
on the wainscoting and 
the finishes throughout 
the courthouse window 
conditions, so on and so 
forth.”

The plan might de-
termine if the building 
needs a fire sprinkler 
system or look at the 
security needs the build-
ing may have in order to 
make it safer. There could 
be hardware changes that 
must be addressed to 
help the building func-
tion while “still retaining 
its historic integrity,” 
O’Connell said.

Other issues that might 
be addressed include 
how to get people out of 
the building safely in case 
of emergency; acces-
sibility improvements; 
and records and archive 
storage.

O’Connell said working 
on county courthouses 
has been “the bulk of 
my experience over the 
course of my career.”

“I’m very fond of the 
architecture, the archi-
tect who designed it, the 
history and the lore, the 
importance of the court-
house in the community, 
and the responsibility 
that you have as county to 
take care of this beautiful 
building,” she said.

In addition to 
O’Connell Architecture 
LLC, the team working 
on the master plan is 
comprised of WJE En-
gineering, which will be 
responsible for structural 

engineering and water-
proofing services, and 
HMG Engineering, which 
will be responsible for 
mechanical, electrical 
and plumbing engineer-
ing.

“I wanted (WJE) on our 
team because they are 
so exceptional, not only 
at the structural analysis 
of the building, but at 
waterproofing issues,” 
O’Connell said. “We have 
coatings that are peel-
ing off at the courthouse 
and there might be some 
water coming into the 
basement area. There’s 
some issues that need 
to be addressed and I 
wanted an expert on our 
team to help identify and 
address those issues.”

She noted that when 
the past work was done 
on the Gonzales County 
Courthouse 25 years ago, 
then-County Judge Henry 
Vollentine was known to 
be frugal and “he thought 
that window air condi-
tioners were just fine.”

“We had window air 
conditioners for most 
of the courthouse at the 
time, and they were all 
purchased new as part 
of that project in 1997, 
but, of course, you know, 
they rattle and make a 
lot of noise,” O’Connell 
said. “Getting a central air 
conditioning system into 
your building in a way 
that will not undermine 
the architectural integrity 
and reduce the physical 
impacts to the building, 

while still getting the duc-
twork and the air circula-
tion that you need, is one 
of the biggest challenges. 
HMG has done that on 
several other J. Riely Gor-
don courthouses.”

Carl “Chuck” Larosche 
of WJE told commis-
sioners he had recently 
scouted out the Court-
house to see firsthand 
what work is needed.

“As you’re probably 
aware, you’ve got some 
fenestrations that leak 
and you’ve got a little bit 
of wood deterioration 
on the frames,” Larosche 
said. “We’ve got some 
issues with the surface 
water and then some is-
sues with the masonry.”

Larosche said the lime-
stone on the Courthouse 
was coated by paint or 
some other substance at 
some time.

“I don’t know who 
coated it, but now the 
question in my mind is, 
‘Can I get it all off and 
restore it? Do I have to re-
coat it? Do I have to strip 
it and clean it?’” Larosche 
said.

He added that there 
were “a number of side 
drainage issues” with 
standing water that is not 
moving away as neces-
sary from low-lying areas.

“If you look at the 
sealant beads around the 
hardscape to the build-
ing, they’re shot,” Laros-
che said. “They were 
shot a while ago, and you 
have some subsurface 

water migration that has 
manifested itself through 
the walls in the basement 
area, so that certainly 
needs to be addressed.”

Larosche also spoke 
about the wrought-iron 
structure of the Court-
house, which he said will 
present some challenges 
when it comes to doing 
modifications for HVAC 
upgrades not unlike ones 
he experienced during 
renovations at the Capitol 
in Austin.

He told commissioners 
it will be key to get “a very 
tight opinion and proper 
costs for the restoration 
of the building.”

“You don’t get a second 
chance to go back and 
ask THC,” Larosche said. 
“You get one shot at that 
money so the money and 
the conditions all have to 
be very accurately identi-
fied.”

The Legislature has 
allocated $64 million for 
this biennium of THCPP 
funding and county’s 
receive a maximum of 
up to 80 percent fund-
ing, meaning they must 
foot the bill for at least 20 
percent of the cost.

If the county qualifies 
for the full $10 million 
from THC, it would have 
to put up at least $2.5 
million of its own funds 
to pay for the project and 
providing an overmatch, 
or additional funds, 
does help a county stand 
out on its application, 
O’Connell said.

COURTHOUSE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

rived, they witnessed the 
subject, later identified 
as Robert Joseph Smith, 
39, trying to leave the 
property in a vehicle.

Deputies instructed 
Smith to stop and get 
out of the vehicle, at 
which point he acceler-
ated the car back to-
wards his house, jumped 
out of the vehicle and 
ran on foot towards the 
rear of the residence. 

Deputies pursued 
Smith on foot and the 
suspect went back into 
the house through a side 
door. Officers chased 
him into the residence 
and swiftly apprehended 
Smith without incident 
as they were aware of his 
violent tendencies and 
wanted “to ensure the 
safety of all occupants 
and the general public,” 
GCSO said in a state-
ment.

A search of Smith’s ve-
hicle revealed a firearm 
was in plain sight on the 
passenger side of the car. 
Knowing Smith was a 
convicted felon, depu-
ties placed him under 
arrest for unlawful pos-
session of a firearm by 
a felon. With probable 
cause, they searched his 
vehicle for more weap-
ons and located 0.17 
ounces of marijuana 
and 5.6 ounces of a 
substance believed to be 
methamphetamine.

Additional charges of 
evading arrest or deten-
tion with previous con-

victions, possession of 
a controlled substance 
in penalty group 1 or 1B 
less than or equal to 200 
grams and possession 
of marijuana less than 
two ounces were filed 
against Smith, who also 
had outstanding war-
rants for interfering with 
an emergency request 
for assistance, assault 
of a family or house 
member by impeding 
breathing and unlawful 
restraint.

Smith had just been 
arrested on Nov. 1 by 
GCSO deputies working 
a Border Star grant when 
they learned he was 
staying at a residence in 
Gonzales while he was 
the subject of an active 
felony warrant for fed-
eral parole violation. He 
was found in hiding in a 
closet in the home and 
was taken into custody 
without incident, but 
was apparently released 
from Gonzales County 
Jail after the parole hold 
was dropped by federal 
authorities.

Smith also was arrest-
ed in 2013 by San Anto-
nio police for aggravated 
robbery with a deadly 
weapon after robbing a 
woman at gunpoint.

He remains currently 
in the Gonzales County 
Jail in lieu of $46,000 
bond on the outstanding 
warrants and $75,500 
bond on the new 
charges stemming from 
the Nov. 21 incident.

ARREST 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Historic Homes Tour
Gonzales Texas

Historic Homes Tour
Gonzales Texas

December 2 - 3
from 2pm-6pm

2023 Winterfest

Tickets available at
Gonzales Chamber of

Commerce

G
O

N

ZALES MAIN STREET

OLD FASHIONED
Christmas

 DECEMBER 1  -  3

PRESENTS

Winterfest 
2023 6:00pm - 9:00pm

Sip, savor, and
shop your way

around
downtown
businesses

December 2
11am - 4pm

Tickets
Required

SANTA’S MARKET 
Open from 10:00am - 10:00pm

Vendors located around
Independence Square

Mobile Kiosk
Neverland
Old Schoolhouse Apiary
Renewal by Andersen
Royal Branding Co.
Sammy D's Gifts & Things
"So Cute" Wreaths & More
Southern Swag Clothing Co.
Temporary Tatoos
That's My Style
TJGray Etc. - Everything Pets
Triple H Saddlery
Triple S Crafts

FOOD & BEVERAGE 

FUN & GAMES MERCHANDISE

Colchado ‘s 
The Pizza Guys
Alright Boyz BBQ
Tex-Mex Up in Smoke
Sweet Chaos

Mechanical Reindeer
Christmas Tree Bounce House
Bungee Trampoline
Balloon Animals
Petting Zoo
FCCA Booth

Christmas Sweater Contest

         - Pet UGLY SWEATER contest
         - Face Painting
         - Fishing Booth

       - enter at Holly Jeanne Boutique
            or Hollerin’ Heifer 

Allegiance Signs & Graphics
Arabella's Boutique
Botas Matamoros
Charms galore
cross culture solutions and arts
Jammin Canna LLC
Joann's Homemade Crafts
K and D Gifts and Things
Lone Star Cannons
Lone Star Market Place
Mama P's Wholesome Grinding Co.
Ind. Mary Kay Beauty Consultant
Mimi's Freeze Dry Candy

FunTastic Carnival Food 
Nani’s Sweeter Side
Sweets on the Streets
5D Tavern
Windmill Winery

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS!

Gonzales Main Street
Winterfest Schedule

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR 
GONZALES ELKS LODGE COOKOFF 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

12:00 PM

3:00 PM

8:30 AM

1:00 PM

4:00 PM

11:00 AM

2:30 PM

5:00 PM

6:00 PM

7:00 PM

8:00 PM- 10:00 PM 

Saturday, December 2, 2023

2:00 PM

SANTA’S MARKET OPENS

Jingle Mingle Check In
(tickets required)

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT -
SAXOPHONIST

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT -
SAXOPHONIST

PERFORMANCE BY - 
COME & TAKE IT DANCE 

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT HOSTED BY -
GONZALES ELKS LODGE #2413 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT -
THE MAGPIES

PERFORMANCE BY - 
THE APACHE FLAMES DANCE TEAM 

PERFORMANCE BY - 
STUDIO E DANCE

CHRISTMAS CAROLING BY THE
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER DAY SAINTS 

PARADE 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT -
BRANDI BEHLEN 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
(tickets required)

10:00 AM

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER 
The GVTC Foundation proudly 

celebrated the 11th annual 
Thanksgiving Give Back Project 
by delivering 503 meals to fami-
lies experiencing hardship within 
the GVTC service area. What 
began as a humble initiative over 
a decade ago has grown into the 
Foundation’s most significant 
annual community endeavor. 

From its inception, the pri-
mary vision of the Thanksgiving 
Give Back Project has been to 
offer comfort and sustenance to 
neighbors undergoing challeng-
ing times. This initiative aims to 
provide a sense of relief, allowing 
families to partake in a tradition-
al Thanksgiving meal amid their 
difficulties. 

Since its establishment in 2012, 
the Foundation has collaborated 
with local food pantries, 
empowering them to identify 
recipients within the GVTC 
service region.

Over the years, the project 
expanded its scope, inviting 
various organizations to join in 
by gathering essential food items 
needed for a complete Thanks-
giving feast, including frozen 
turkeys, traditional sides, bread, 
and desserts. Remarkably, GVTC 
employees and their families 
take a hands-on approach by 
packaging and personally deliv-
ering these meals the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving. 

This year, the 11th annual 
event set out to support 500 
families. This exceptional 
achievement has significantly 
contributed to nourishing thou-
sands within our community, 
showcasing the immense impact 
of collective generosity and 
goodwill. 

The success of this year’s 
project owes immense gratitude 
to the support and dedication of 
community organizations, local 
food pantries, and two Meals on 
Wheels programs. Some of the 
notable contributors and part-
ners include: 

• H-E-B
• Brookshire Brothers Canyon 

Lake
• Walmart
• Sonora Bank 

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
• Hill Country Daily Bread
• Hill Country Family Services
• New Braunfels Food Bank
• Blanco Good Samaritan
• Helping Hands
• Provisions
• GCAM
• CRRC
• Habitat for Safe Seniors
• Hope Center
• Bulverde / Spring Branch 

MOW
• The Center MOW 

ORGANIZATIONS
• Boerne Education Founda-

tion
• Shepherd of the Hills
• Boerne Community Theatre
• Startzville Elementary CIS
• Bracken Christian School
• Davenport HS Band
• Smithson Valley HS FACS
• Gloria Deo Academy
• Recovery Werks!
• Smithson Valley NJROTC 
• The Vine Wellness Group
• Blanco Middle School
• Mountain Valley Elementary 

CIS
• Gonzales HS Leos 
• Rebecca Creek Elementary 

CIS
• Gonzales HS FCCLA
• Kendall County Juvenile 

Probation

• Physician’s Premier ER 
• Boerne YMCA
• Specht Elementary
• Living Rock Academy
• Hot Works 
Since its inception, the 

Thanksgiving Give Back Project 
has provided support to 3,240 
families, aligning with the 
GVTC Foundation’s steadfast 
commitment to enhancing 
community life through 
charitable contributions and 
volunteerism.

With the escalating needs in the 
community, the project continues 
to attract attention and forge 
partnerships. Anticipating future 
needs, commitments have already 
been secured for the upcoming 
year. Generous donations and 
food contributions enable the 
expansion of annual support to 
more families, welcoming all to 
participate in this meaningful 
cause. 

The unwavering dedication of 
GVTC employees, donors, and 
customers underscores their 
heartfelt commitment to this 
initiative. The GVTC Foundation 
remains deeply grateful for the 
opportunity to make a meaning-
ful impact during this holiday 
season and eagerly anticipates 
the project for the upcoming 
year. 

For more information about 
The GVTC Foundation and 
ways to engage in community 
outreach efforts, please contact 
info@gvtcfoundation.com or 
visit thegvtcfoundation.com. 

GVTC Foundation’s Thanksgiving 
Give Back delivers 503 meals

4-H TOP HONORS

CONTRIBUTED
On Tuesday, Nov. 28, 4-H members from Gonzales County 4-H 
took top honors at the District 10 Educational Presentation 
Contest in Kerrville, Texas. Ellie Irving won first place in 
the Senior Beef Category with her presentation about the 
techniques and economics of dehorning cattle, and Abby 
Irving won second place in Senior Health Category with her 
presentation about the evolution of pasteurization of milk. Both 
Ellie and Abby will advance to the State 4-H Roundup Contest 
in College Station in June 2024. Jack Irving won third place in 
the Intermediate Health Category with his presentation about 
service dogs. Sam Irving won third place in the Intermediate 
Safety Category with his presentation about poisonous snakes. 
The 4-H members designed a Power Point Presentation and 
used props to educate the audience. If you are interested in 
doing an educational presentation, please contact Gonzales 
County 4-H at the Texas A&M AgriLife office at 830-672-8531.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Victoria College 

employees donated or 
pledged $21,283 to the 
2023 Pirate Cup employ-
ee giving campaign to 
support VC students and 
initiatives.

“We are honored to 
have such great support 
from Victoria College 
employees,” said Amy 
Mundy, Executive Direc-
tor of Advancement and 
the VC Foundation. “They 
demonstrate their care 
and dedication every day 
for the ultimate benefit of 
our students. We appreci-
ate our employees’ hard 
work and generosity.”

A total of 153 VC em-
ployees participated in 
the campaign. Employ-

ees contributing to the 
campaign were able to 
designate their gift to the 
initiatives of their choice. 
Options included student 
scholarships, endowment 
funding, employee grants 
and program or depart-
ment needs as well as 
Victoria College’s greatest 
needs.

VC employees donate $21,283 
in 2023 Pirate Cup campaign

CONTRIBUTED
The top three captains for 
Victoria College’s 2023 
Pirate Cup employee giving 
campaign were, from left, 
Elaine Everett-Hensley, Carol 
Walters, and Pam Neuman.
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190
LAWN, GARDEN

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

770
RVs, CAMPERS

210
MISC. SERVICES

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

050
GARAGE SALES

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED
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All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low, 
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation 
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager 

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero 
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

CALL TODAY
TO

ADVERTISE
OR

SUBSCRIBE!
830-672-2861

LOOKING FOR 
A NEW JOB? 

Find it in the
Gonzales
Inquirer

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

830-672-2861

850
HELP WANTED

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the for the clinical 

setting of the ADN and VN 

Nursing Programs.  Adjunct 

Instructors are needed at our 

Victoria campus as well as 

in the Gonzales, Cuero, and 

Hallettsville locations.  For more 

information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and 

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

SATURDAY, DE-
CEMBER 2, 9am-
3pm.  3 Family 
Yard Sale. 15744 
US Hwy 90A W, 
1.7 tenths of a 
mile from Bel-
mont Store on the 
right. 

HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SERVIC-
ES. Skid Steer 
Service. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale.  
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

Find what
you are
looking for
in the
Inquirer!

The

Gonzales
Inquirer

FOR SALE: 2022 
Keystone Spring-
dale 26 ft Travel 
Trailer. Sleeps 5, 
like new. $29,000 
OBO. Call for 
more information. 
830-857-0223.

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICESTREE TRIM-

MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

Victoria College is recruiting for full-time, 
twelve-month, non-tenure track instructors 
to teach Commercial Truck Driving for 
the Workforce & Continuing Education 
Department.  Classes will begin in January 
2024.  Position may include the role of 
Program Coordinator.  Class size is limited 
to four students per tractor.  

Starting earned monthly salary for the 
twelve-month position is $4,944.89.

For more information and to complete
an online application, please go to
www.VictoriaCollege.edu and click on 
Jobs@VC. EEOE

110
APPLIANCE REPAIR

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CITY OF GONZALES

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL

The Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on December 4,
2023, at the Gonzales City Hall, 820 St. Joseph St. at 5:15 p.m., to allow for
public comment on a rezoning request listed below. After consideration and 
recommendation by Planning & Zoning Commission and Public Hearing, the 
amendments will be presented to City Council for a Public Hearing and possible 
approval on December 14, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. at the Gonzales City Hall, 820 St. 
Joseph St. on the following rezoning request:

Request to rezone the properties listed below from C-1, Light Commercial 
District to DMU, Downtown Mixed Use District:

Property Address:
425 St. James 
Parcel: 11636

Property Address:  
515 St. Joseph
Parcel: 11650

Property Address:
507 St. George 
Parcel: 11660

Property Address:
726 St. Paul 
Parcel: 11668

Property Address:
509 St. Joseph 
Parcel: 11673

Property Address:
510 St. Andrew
Parcel: 11674

Property Address:
313 St. Lawrence
Parcel: 11679

Property Address:
621 St. Joseph 
Parcel: 11701

Property Address:
510 St. Paul
Parcel: 11706

Property Address:
322 St. George
Parcel: 11708

Property Address:
623/627 St. Paul 
Parcel: 11714

Property Address:
300 Blk St. George 
Parcel: 11722

Property Address:
500 Blk St. James 
Parcel: 11723

Property Address:
516 St. Paul 
Parcel: 11725

Property Address:
305 St. Lawrence
Parcel: 11754

Property Address:
621 St. Paul 
Parcel: 11798

Property Address:
602 St. Paul 
Parcel: 11820

Property Address:
617 St. Paul 
Parcel: 11836

Property Address:
619 St. Paul 
Parcel: 11838

Property Address:
419 St. James 
Parcel: 11865

Property Address:
415 St. George 
Parcel: 11888

Property Address:
421 St. James 
Parcel: 11889

Property Address:
335 St. George 
Parcel: 11919

Property Address:
300 Blk St. George 
Parcel: 11920

Property Address:
342 St. George 
Parcel: 11921

Property Address:
332 B St. George 
Parcel: 11924

Property Address:
521 St. Joseph 
Parcel: 11928

Property Address:
307 St. Lawrence 
Parcel: 11956

Property Address:
607 St. Joseph 
Parcel: 11968

Property Address:
612 St. James 
Parcel: 11971

Property Address:
306 St. George 
Parcel: 11986

Property Address:
405 St. James 
Parcel: 11990

Property Address:
614 St. Paul 
Parcel: 11998

Property Address:
411 St. James 
Parcel: 12002

Property Address:
418 St. Francis 
Parcel: 12003

Property Address:
301 St. George 
Parcel: 23487

Property Address:
200 Blk St. Lawrence 
Parcel:24911

Property Address:
607 St. Joseph 
Parcel: 27437

The City Council encourages citizens to participate in the public comment and 
public hearing process for all applications for zoning or rezoning before the City 
Council. Citizens unable to attend meetings may submit their views to Kristina 
Vega, City Secretary for the City of Gonzales, by mailing them to P.O. Drawer 547, 
Gonzales, TX 78629.  For additional information, contact the City Secretary office 
at (830)-672-2815. 

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1664

       V E G A
       A L O G
       L A T E
       L I L S
       E N E   S W A L L O W
       Y E A R  B E N E A T H M Y
         K U   S N A P  Y E S
  A M A B O B  Y S L E T A D E L  A L
  G E M I N I   T I R E   L O R N E
   N A T I O N A L P A R K  S W E A T
    D E O N A T E   N N   E L S A
     S N I P E R S  S U G A R Y
      S C   S I   C O N E
           M O R K A N D
           S H A L L
            A L I
            I N N
            R A G

November 23 Puzzle Answers

NOTICE OF REQUESTS
FOR PROPOSALS FROM

SUBCONTRACTORS
Weaver & Jacobs Constructors, Inc., the Design-Build 
Contractor, will accept proposals from subcontractors for 
the Nixon-Smiley Consolidated ISD Phase 1 Land Clearing 
Project located in Nixon, Texas, until 2:00 pm on Tuesday,
December 5, 2023. This project is for clearing roughly
30.3 acres of land and burning/removal of debris from the 
location.

Bids should be submitted to:

 Brenden Morris
 Weaver & Jacobs Constructors, Inc.
 301 Cooperative Way
 Cuero, Texas 77954 
 Ph. 361-277-9300 Fax 361-277-9274
 Email: bmorris@weaverandjacobs.com 

Interested bidders may obtain bidding documents by
contacting the Design-Build Contractor for instructions.
No paper plans are being issued.  In accordance with the
Government Code Chapter 2267, in determining to whom
to award a contract, the Design-Build Contractor may
consider any relevant factor a private business entity
would consider in selecting a vendor. The Design-Build
Contractor reserves the right to reject any or all proposals,
to waive any informalities in the proposal process, and to
accept the proposal which it considers to offer the best
value to the Owner.

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Michael Dean Downey, Deceased, were 
issued on November 20, 2023, in Cause No. PW23-0304, 
pending in the County Court of Gonzales County, Texas, 
to: John E. Brumme, Jr.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.

 c/o: Robert W. Bland
 Attorney at Law
 P.O. Box 119
 GONZALES, TX 78629

Dated the 20th day of November, 2023. 

 _______________________
 Robert W. Bland
 Attorney for John E. Brumme, Jr
 State Bar No: 24044756
 P.O. Box 119
 GONZALES, TX 78629
 Telephone: (830) 672-2437
 Facsimile: (830) 672-2439
 E-mail: rbland@gvec.net

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 
Appliance Repair. 
Call 210-774-
9336.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CITY OF GONZALES

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
& CITY COUNCIL

The Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing on December 4, 2023, at 5:15 p.m. at the Gonzales 
City Hall, 820 St. Joseph Street, to allow for public comment 
on the staff proposed amendments to the City of Gonzales 
Code of Ordinances described below. After consideration 
and recommendation by Planning & Zoning Commission 
and the Public Hearing, the proposed amendments will be 
presented to City Council for a Public Hearing and possible 
approval on December 14, 2023, at the Gonzales City Hall, 
820 St. Joseph Street at 6:00 p.m. on the following specific 
proposed amendments:

Amendments to City of Gonzalez Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 14, Articles 14.200, 14.400, and 14.600 related 
the addition of new land uses for Bakery, commercial;
Bakery, retail; Bar; Brewery/Distillery/Winery,
industrial; Brewery/Distillery/Winery, craft; and
Brewpub; associated land use definitions and
off-street parking regulations. 

The City Council encourages citizens to participate in the 
public comment and public hearing process for all matters 
presented before the Planning & Zoning Commission and
City Council. Citizens unable to attend meetings may
submit their views to Kristina Vega, City Secretary for the 
City of Gonzales, by mailing them to P.O. Drawer 547, 
Gonzales, TX 78629.  For additional information, contact 
the City Secretary office at (830)-672-2815. 

WAELDER INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2023

 10 20  98
Data    Total
Control General Capital  Other Governmental
Codes Fund Projects Fund Funds Funds

REVENUES
5700 Local and Intermediate Sources $ 2,805,255 $    - $     227,638 $     3,032,893
5800 State Program Revenues 1,323,138 - 205,552 1,528,690
5900 Federal Program Revenues 251,235 - 121,980 373,215
5020  Total Revenues 4,379,628 - 555,170 4,934,798
EXPENDITURES
0011 Instruction  2,316,515 - 107,931 2,424,446
0012 Instructional Resources & Media Services 48,496 - - 48,496
0013 Curriculum & Instructional Staff Development 39,852 - - 39,852
0021 Instructional Leadership - - 2,632 2,632
0023 School Leadership 249,352 - - 249,352
0031 Guidance, Counseling & Evaluation Services 75,589 - - 75,589
0033 Health Services 66,400 - - 66,400
0034 Student Transportation 180,538 - - 180,538
0035 Food Services 295,528 - - 295,528
0036 Extracurricular Activities 119,153 - 36,578 155,731
0041 General Administration 494,606 - - 494,606
0051 Facilities Maintenance and Operations 456,474 - 11,417 467,891
0052 Security and Monitoring Services 54,451 - 177,950 232,401
0053 Data Processing Services 174,297 - - 174,297
0071 Debt Service - Principal 287,432 - 130,000 417,432
0072 Debt Service – Interest 63,616 - 93,063 156,679
0073 Debt Service - Bond Issuance Costs - 76,641 750 77,391
0081 Facilities Acquisition and Construction - 1,853,846 - 1,853,846
0093 Payments to Fiscal Agent of SSA 56,200 - - 56,200
0099 Other Intergovernmental Charges 65,185 - - 65,185
6030  Total Expenditures 5,043,684 1,930,487 560,321 7,534,492
1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over
 (Under) Expenditures (664,056) (1,930,487) (5,151) (2,599,694)
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
7914 Non-Current Loan Proceeds - 3,380,000 - 3,380,000
7080  Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) - 3,380,000 - 3,380,000         
1200 Net Change in Fund Balance (664,056) 1,449,513 (5,151) 780,306
0100 Fund Balance - Beginning 4,315,305 - 203,233 4,518,538
3000 Fund Balance - Ending $   3,651,249 $    1,449,513 $     198,082 $   5,298,844

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement.

EXHIBIT C-2NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO DISCUSS WAELDER ISD’s 

State Financial Accountability 

Waelder ISD will hold a PUBLIC HEARING – F.I.R.S.T. 
Report - at 6:00 p.m. on Dec. 18, 2023 in the Cafeteria, 109 
N. Ave. C., Waelder, TX.  The purpose of this meeting is to 
discuss WISD’s rating on the state financial accountability 
system.

BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Nov. 26-Dec. 2, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Ranch Dispersal Auction, Dec. 7, Mount Pleasant, 
TX. Full dispersal auction of McKellar Ranch: 430 
acres w/2 homes in 11 parcels of 5 to 53± acres each 
ideal for homesites or development; 75+ lots including 
tractors, trailers, implements, UTV’s, gates, pens and 
more. 918-550-8118, CJ-AUCTIONS.COM.

42nd Annual Oklahoma Select Bull Sale, Sat. 
Dec. 2nd – 1 p.m., 800 East B Street, Atoka, 
OK. Just East of Hwy 69-75. 806-790-2535, 
www.lawrencefamilylimousin.com.

Farm, Ranch, Construction Equip. Auction, 9 a.m., 
Dec. 2, 1036 S. FM 331, Sealy, TX. Onsite and online. 
Switzer Land & Auction Services, 979-885-2400.  

ADOPTION
California couple promises newborn warm, loving 
home. Secure future, devoted grandparents, educational 
opportunities. Generous living expenses paid.  Katrina 
and Rob 714-729-3014 or attorney 310-663-3467.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

CELL PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold in your home. If you have water damage to your 
home, call for a free estimate for complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7:  
1-877-727-3027.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Call today to discuss your advertising plan.
830-672-2861

HOW TO KILL A BUSINESS
IN TEN EASY STEPS

1. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just pretend everybody know what 

you have to offer.

2. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself you just don’t have the 

time to spend thinking about promoting your business.

3. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just assume everybody knows what 

you sell.

4. DON’T ADVERTISE. Convince yourself that you’ve been in 

business so long customers will automatically come to you.

5. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that there are new potential 

customers who would do business with you if they were 

urged to do so.

6. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have a competition 

trying to attract your customers away from you.

7. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself it costs too much to 

advertise and that you don’t get enough out of it.

8. DON’T ADVERTISE. Overlook the fact that advertising is an 

invesement in selling - not an expense.

9. DON’T ADVERTISE. Be sure not to provide an adequate 

advertising budget for your business.

10. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have to keep 

reminding your establised customers that you appreciate 

their business.
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Hello everyone.  My name is Parind Vora.  I am the 
chef/owner of Gonzales Bistro and in this column, we 
talk cooking, tricks to cooking, and sometimes eating.

We seem to be nestling into winter and keep getting 
cold fronts, but it has not been freezing, yet. 

I wanted something comforting yet completely dif-
ferent from anything Thanksgivingy as we are between 
Thanksgiving and a similar Christmas meal.

One of my favourite cold weather meals is tradition-
ally rustic shepherd’s pie, which is a hearty, rich, and 
a stick-to-your-rib, thick mutton (older lamb) stew 
topped with mashed potatoes and baked until it is 
bubbly hot.  

Cottage pie is the same basic ‘casserole’ but made 
with beef instead. Feel free to substitute beef for the 
lamb.

Most often the lamb is ground but I prefer stewed 
chunks in my pie but ground lamb is definitely a time 
saver.

So, pick your preference and let’s get started.

Ingredients:

1 pound of diced or ground lamb or beef cleaned of 
any sinew and seasoned with copious amount of salt 
and pepper 
2 pounds of mashed Yukon gold potatoes made with 
garlic and parmesan cheese 
Medium dice of a large white onion
½ cup dried exotic mushrooms  
6-8 bay leaves 
½ cup of frozen English peas
2 carrots medium dice
3 tablespoons of all-purpose flour 
1.5 tablespoon of tomato puree
2 tablespoons of good butter 
2 tablespoons of whole milk 
500ml of a good amber or stout beer 
2 ounces of grated sharp cheddar cheese 

Fry the seasoned lamb/beef with the chopped 
onion, bay leaves, and diced carrots in the butter 
over medium heat. Add the tomato puree and stir for 
a minute or until the tomato paste darkens. Add the 

flour and stir until everything has a light coating of 
flour and it browns. Now add the dried mushrooms 
and slowly blend in the beer. Cook, stirring, until the 
mixture thickens and boils. 

Cover and simmer gently for 30 to 90 minutes or 
until the lamb is very tender but not falling apart if you 
used dice. Don’t let it become too dry.  Add water as it 
is needed. You should always have just enough liquid 
to come about 2/3 up the side of the meat and veggies. 
Let cool to room temperature and refrigerate over-
night. Next day use a spoon to remove big pieces of 
fat and the bay leaves.  Heat a small amount and taste 
for tenderness and seasoning.  Re-adjust the batch as 
necessary. Fill a casserole dish no more than 2/3 full 
with the lamb stew. Top with the frozen peas.

Top with the prepared mashed potatoes.  Spread 

on top of the cold lamb stew mixture and sprinkle the 
grated sharp cheddar cheese over the mashed pota-
toes. 

Bake for 25-45 minutes in a pre-heated oven at 
350° F.  Ensure that the lamb stew under the potatoes 
is hot and bubbling and the mashed potato topping 
is golden brown. If not broil until the right colour is 
achieved.

Let rest at least 20 minutes before cutting in. Serve 
with a leafy salad and a tart vinaigrette.

The wine I would invariably choose with this dish is 
a rustic Rhone wine like an inky and brooding Cornas 
or a Sancerre rouge. If choosing a white then it would 
be an older fume blanc from California or a zero-dos-
age champagne. 

Cheers.

COOKING WITH PARIND
Rustic shepherd’s pie - a cold weather favourite

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Jacob Carter
Ll#0026605

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com (830) 339-1236

Landscape       Irrigation       Privacy Fence
Maintenance        Installation

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

NOW
HIRING

ELSTNER DOZER SERVICE LLC
KEITH & SHEILA ELSTNER 

830-857-4719
RANCH TYPE FENCING

LAND CLEARING 
STOCK PONDS 

ROOT PLOWING & SHAPING
HOUSE AND BARN PADS 

N & N MN & N Masonryasonry
Brick work, stone, stucco

Concrete stain
and/or stamped
New or repairs

39 years experience
512-227-0286 or 512-227-1665

Mulching Services and Land Management

Michael Durrett 830-857-4442



Howdy folks, hope you all had 
a great Thanksgiving and are 
primed for the rest of the holi-
day season, while giving thanks 
to the one who’s blessed us with 
the opportunity to do so. Yep, 
Jesus is still the “Reason for the 
Season”!

It’s predicted that our 2023-
24 south Texas winter will be 
somewhat wetter than normal, 
with average temperatures for 
most of it. Seeing as this has al-
ready been a pretty wet fall, and 
with peoples’ shopping ramping 
up for the holidays, it reminded 
me of a conversation I had with 
Eloise some years ago. While 
we were out shopping during 
a hot and humid summer, she 
turned to me with a puzzled 
look on her face exclaiming that 
her handbag was damp. After 
a little thought I told her there 
could only be one explanation, 
it simply had to be the rare oc-
currence of...Purse-peration!

As promised, with many 
already considering their up-
coming New Year’s resolutions, 
many concerning bettering 
their health, I’ll be sharing some 
of what I’ve learned through 
research and experimentation, 
yielding some pretty decent 
results. Things that had I’d real-
ized earlier, could have saved 
time, effort and discomfort 
along the way. Unfortunately, 
sometimes good information 
gets mixed in with the bad, leav-
ing the only option of using our-
selves as guinea pigs, having to 

just plug away until we start to 
figure things out, just like scien-
tists do. In the book of Exodus, 
God, after freeing the Israelites 
from Egyptian rule, sent an an-
gel before them to help possess 
the land they were promised, 
removing their enemies, not all 
at once, but little by little. 

This has been a much demon-
strated strategy in my own life as 
well. It seems that most things 
we go through are a process and 
just don’t happen overnight. 
Personally, I’d rather have a uni-
versal remote control so I could 
just press a button and the 
desires of my heart would magi-
cally appear, without the work 
and learning curve we all get to 
stumble through. But yeah, that 
ain’t gonna happen. However, 
after many years of the old “if at 
first you don’t succeed” philoso-
phy, I have found some easier 
ways of doing things, where we 
can get the results we’re after, 
while not quite working so hard 
at it. Hopefully, in the pursuit of 
better health, some of what I’ve 
learned can help those of you 
interested in this area to get bet-
ter results with less effort. 

I realize that just the mention 
of diet and exercise sends chills 
up the spines of most folks, and 

I don’t blame you, as I’ve battled 
this myself. However, the good 
old “US of A” didn’t become 
one of the most overweight 
and sickest countries on earth 
overnight, and unfortunately, 
won’t move into a state of better 
health overnight either. How-
ever, starting “VERY-VERY” 
slowly (total baby steps) and 
remembering the concept of 
little by little, just showing up 
“somewhat” consistently, over a 
long period of time, will accu-
mulate into results you might 
not have believed were possible. 
While there will be some effort 
required, it doesn’t have to be 
anywhere as hard, or as uncom-
fortable as we’ve been lead to 
believe. 

Through moderate effort over 
a period of time, I’ve managed 
to shed over 65 lbs, built some 
muscle, minimized many aches 
and pains, and am feeling bet-
ter than I have in years. Going 
from barely being able to get 
down on the floor and back up 
not too long ago, to being able 
to pirouette in the shower...ok, 
too much information, but you 
get the picture. In 1Cor. 10:13 it 
says that our temptations are no 
different than anyone else’s, and 
that God won’t let them be more 
than we can stand, and always 
provides a way out so we’ll be 
able to endure. If this topic 
interests you, stay tuned...

Until next time, love you guys, 
Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise
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Little by little

FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia Methodist
CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Harris Funeral Home
The place for a perfect tribute!
127 Hwy. 90A, Gonzales, Texas 78629

830-672-1075
www.harrisfamilymortuary.com

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
KIST BY GRACE, a Christian Praise and Worship band 

based in Orchard, Texas, will be performing an ADVENT-
CHRISTMAS CONCERT on December 9, Saturday, begin-
ning at 4:00 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church, 615 South 
Eagle, Weimar.  Following the concert, attendees are in-
vited to come to Faith’s Fellowship Hall for refreshments 
and celebration of the season.  Enjoy the Christmas deco-
rations, great music by the band, and refreshments as we 
celebrate the Christ of Christmas.

The members of the band have come together to keep 
God’s music and Word in the public place and produce 
an experience they hope will appeal to all walks of life.  
Celebrating Jesus Christ is, and always has been, the 
greatest celebration ever.

Most of the membership of KIST BY GRACE started 
their careers on stage in church, and moved toward the 
secular genres such as country and rock.  They have been 
on stage for the majority of their lives, entertaining audi-
ences all over the United States and other countries.

The band consists of Debra Gayle originally from 
Petal, Mississippi, Kevin “KP” Peikert from Egypt, Texas, 
Melissa Mund from San Antonio, Texas, Jacob Reid from 
Houston, Texas, Bryan Graham from Paris, Texas, Tim 
Mund from Dallas, Texas, Kim Nessler from Needville, 
Texas, and Cory Chenoweth from Rome, New York.  You’ll 
find Debra doing Vocals/Keys, Melissa---Vocals/Keys, 
Kevin—Vocals/Lead and Acoustic Guitar/Keys, Bryan—
Lead Guitar, Kim—Cello, Jacob—Bass, and Tim—Drums.

Our nation and the world has experienced so many 
“storms,” and challenging struggles.  Come and have your 
spirits lifted and your faith strengthened.  Experience the 
gifts of JOY, PEACE,LOVE and HOPE at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Weimar.

On Sunday, December 10, Faith Lutheran will have 
a communion worship service at 10 a.m. including the 
Children’s Christmas Program.  All are welcome to the 
Sacrament and no one is ever turned away.

For further information, contact Pastor Herb Beyer at 
361-798-0155 or beyerfam55@gmail.com.

Advent-Christmas 
concert slated for Dec. 9
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems
November 2023

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Audiology Pain Management
1 2 3 Amy Trost Eric Miller, MD

Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Hearing Specialist 830-272-7746
Dr. Miller Dr. Echols 830-372-2237

Urology
6 7 8 9 10 Chiropractic Robert Ryan, III, MD

Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Amy Trost Jeff Echols, DC 830-379-8491
Dr. Twitero Dr. Echols Dr. Miller 512-799-6811

Ophthalmology
13 14 15 16 17 Dermatology Joseph Kavanagh, MD

Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Dr. Bui Vicente Quintero, MD 830-379-3937
Dr. Malik Dr. Quintero Dr. Miller Dr. Malik 830-626-5551
Dr. Desai Dr. Echols Orthopedics

20 21 22 23 24 Nephrology Trent Twitero, MD
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Azhar M. Malik, MD 830-625-0009

Dr. Kirchner 361-576-0011
Dr. Echols Yong Du, MD Podiatry

27 28 29 30 361-576-0011 Terri Quebedeaux,
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan DPM, PA

Dr. Miller Dr. Echols Obstetrics 830-303-0005
Alyson Kirchner, Charles White, DPM
MD, OBGYN 830-303-0005

Located at THRIVE Healthplex 830-379-1500
Orthopedics Surgery Cardiology Dermatology Austin Maternal 
Gloria Box, MD Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS William Craig, MD Alpesh Desai, DO Fetal Medicine
830-672-8497 830-672-8497 830-672-3845 713-864-2659 512-821-2540

Outpatient Clinic
Specialty Physician

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

OBITUARIES

Oscar Samuel Grant 
III was born November 
1, 1962, to Jennie Taylor 
and Oscar S. Grant II in 
Gonzales, Texas.  Oscar 
confessed Christ at an 
early age at Providence 
Baptist Church.  Our 
father Oscar left this world 
on November 11, 2023, 
at the age of 61.  He will 
always hold a special 
place in our hearts.  
Our dad was a talented 
musician and drummer. 
Growing up he played in 
his family’s band, with 
his brothers, sister and 
father.  They performed 
in various places around 
the area and loved doing 
it. He took a lot of pride 
and loved music, whether 
it came to playing the 
drums or being a connois-
seur of different genres of 
music.

Oscar was a devoted 
family man to his chil-

dren. He loved attending 
any basketball games that 
his children were play-
ing in.  He was always a 
big supporter when they 
needed him.

Oscar was a hard 
worker and needed to 
do whatever the fam-
ily needed. He had a big 
heart towards those he 
loved.  Our dad would 
help a stranger on the side 
of the road whose car had 
broken down, even when 

it would inconvenience 
him.  He was a man who 
enjoyed living, joking, and 
laughing with his family 
and friends.

Oscar Grant III was 
preceded in death by his 
father; Oscar S. Grant II, 
two aunts; Annie Ruth 
Grant, and Ora Lee James 
one brother; Ornal Grant, 
grandparents; Ruth Ella 
Brooks

He leaves to cherish his 
memory; mother, Jen-
nie Grant, four children; 
Tristan, Latrel, Oscar IV, 
and Jazmin Grant.  Two 
brothers; Russell Grant 
(Stephanie) and Mark 
Grant and one sister; 
Yvette Grant, cousins, 
other family members 
and friends.  He will be 
deeply missed.

Services Entrusted to:
Harris Funeral Home
The place for a perfect 

Tribute

Oscar Grant III
Leslie R. Talley, 91, 

of Cost, passed away 
Tuesday, November 21, 
2023.  Les was born on 
December 13, 1931 in 
San Antonio, Texas, to 
Leslie Erven and Alva Mae 
Caraway Talley.  Les was 
a member of the Abiding 
Word Lutheran Church 
in Gonzales, where he 
and his wife, Helen, were 
founding members.

Les graduated from 
Breckenridge High 
School in 1949.  Following 
graduation, he enrolled 
at Southwest Texas State 
Teacher’s College in San 
Marcos. He was a member 
of both the basketball and 
tennis teams. While at 
Southwest Texas, he met 
the love of his life, Helen 
Thieme, on the tennis 
court. He graduated in 
1953, with a B.S. in Educa-
tion. In 1957 he continued 
his education, graduating 
with a Masters Degree in 
Administration.

Les and Helen were 
married on May 25, 1952, 
in Cuero, Texas. Both were 
hired to teach in the Clear 
Creek ISD in September of 
1953.  In June of 1954, Les, 
a member of the Army 
Reserve, was called to 
active duty in the Korean 
Conflict. He was assigned 
to the army base in 
Kaiserslautern, Germany 
as a dental assistant.  Les 
and Helen were stationed 
in Germany until April 
of 1956.  Helen said that 
“Les’ Germany assign-
ment was certainly a most 
enjoyable Army Tour of 
Duty.” Upon discharge, 
they returned to League 
City and Clear Creek ISD 

to continue their careers 
as educators.

Les thoroughly enjoyed 
teaching and coaching. In 
1963 he was the assistant 
coach when the Clear 
Creek High School boys’ 
basketball team won 
the 3A State Basketball 
Championship. In 1965, 
Les became the princi-
pal of Edward H. White 
Elementary School in El 
Lago, Texas.  He remained 
there as principal until his 
retirement in June 1992.  
His 27 years at Ed White 
Elementary were prob-
ably his most rewarding 
years spent in educa-
tion.  Les was surrounded 
by dedicated teachers, 
cooperative parents, and 
great students; and they 
became his school family. 
Upon retirement the street 
in front of the school was 
renamed as “Les Talley 
Drive” in his honor.  Fol-
lowing retirement, Les 
and Helen settled in Cost, 
Texas, where they loved 
spending time on their 
ranch with family and 
friends. 

Les is survived by 
his beloved wife of 71 
years, Helen Talley; his 
three children and their 

families:  Mike Talley and 
wife, Darla, of Duncan-
ville, Texas; Gary Talley 
and wife, Joy, of Corpus 
Christi, Texas; and Nancy 
Davison and husband, 
Charles, of Rockwall 
Texas.  He is blessed with 
7 grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents and his 
brother, Jack Talley.  

Les will be remembered 
as a kind and generous 
husband, father, grandpa 
and friend. He will be 
greatly missed by all. 

The family will receive 
friends for visitation, from 
5 pm to 7 pm on Friday, 
November 24, 2023, at 
Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home in Gonzales, Texas.  
Funeral services will be 
held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 25, 2023, at 10 am, 
at the Abiding Word Lu-
theran Church in Gonza-
les, Texas.  Interment will 
follow at the Odd-Fellows 
Cemetery in Gonzales, 
Texas.  Pallbearers:  Mike 
Talley, Gary Talley, Justin 
Talley, Peter Davison, 
Michael Talley and Tim 
Davison.  The funeral 
services may be viewed 
live on the Facebook page 
of Abiding Word Lutheran 
Church in Gonzales. 
Memorials may be made 
to the Abiding Word 
Lutheran Church or to the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation 
for Parkinson’s Research.  
Friends may leave their 
condolences to the family 
by visiting www.seydler-
hillfuneralhome.com. Ser-
vices are under the care 
and direction of Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home.  

LesLIe r. taLLey

Stanley Lewis Bias, 75, 
of Gonzales, went home 
to the arms of his pre-
cious Lord and Savior, 
November 21, 2023 after a 
3-year battle with pan-
creatic cancer. Stan was 
born in Bakersfield, CA on 
November 21, 1948 to MT 
Bias and Dessie Samples. 
After the death of his 
dad, the family moved 
to Stratford, TX. He was 
drafted into the US Army 
and served in Vietnam 
from 1968 to 1969. While 
serving he also earned his 
GED. 

Stan married his soul 
mate Jeannie Long on 
December 31, 1977 in 
Guymon, OK and moved 
to Dumas, TX. Stan made 
a career working for the 
railroad. He held multiple 
positions over the years 
working for the Rock 
Island Railroad and Santa 
Fe Railroad. In 1992 Stan 
was transferred to Gon-
zales, TX to open the new 
short-line Texas Gonzales 
and Northern Railway, 
(TXGN). He served as 
General Manager until his 
retirement. After a short 
retirement he went back 
to work for WB Farm and 
Ranch for 12 years. Stan 
has been a VFW member 
and active member of 
the Elks Lodge from 1992 
until his death. He was a 
kind and gentle man who 

would do anything for 
anyone. He was loved by 
all who knew him. He was 
a true blessing to his wife, 
kids, and grandkids.

Stan is survived by his 
adoring wife of 46 years, 
Jeannie Bias of Gonzales. 
His 3 children, Natalie 
Capshaw of Conneaut 
Lake, PA, Joey Bias of 
Carlsbad, NM, Renee and 
husband Michael Rhodes 
of Burnet, TX, 5 grand-
children, Coke Capshaw, 
Mesa Capshaw, Lacie 
Rhodes, Branstan Rhodes 
and Chloe Rhodes, broth-
ers Eddie Bias (Mittie) of 
Palacios and Benjamin 
Hulen of Dalhart as well 
as his nieces and neph-
ews. He was preceded in 

death by his father, MT 
Bias, mother, Dessie Hu-
len and dad Charles Hu-
len and a brother, Charles 
“Chuck” Hulen.  

A memorial service will 
be held at 2 pm Friday, 
December 1, 2023 in Sey-
dler-Hill Funeral Home 
with Rev. Clint Lowery 
officiating. Honorary pall-
bearers: Michael Rhodes, 
Coke Capshaw, Branstan 
Rhodes, Wayne Burnam, 
Wayne Cole, Donnie 
Grauke, Elks Lodge Of-
ficers past and present, 
and WB Farm and Ranch 
staff past and present. In 
lieu of flowers the family 
requests memorials be 
made to the National Pan-
creatic Cancer Founda-
tion or the Disabled Vets. 
Friends may leave their 
condolences to the family 
by visiting www.seydler-
hillfuneralhome.com. A 
meal will be served before 
the memorial service at 
Memorial Heights Baptist 
Church. Directions to 
view this service through 
Livestream will be posted 
on the day of service. Ser-
vices are under the care 
and direction of Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home.

stanLey LewIs BIas

Elizabeth “Betty” Otelia 
Reese Pettus died Mon-
day, November 20, 2023, 
in Gonzales.  She was 
born on December 12, 
1938, to Henry Carlos Re-
ese III and Claytie Woods 
Pace Reese in Gonzales, 
Texas.  Elizabeth was a 
graduate of the Gonza-
les High School Class of 
1956 and the University 
of Texas with a teaching 
certificate.  After gradua-
tion, she taught school for 
several years.  

On August 14, 1964, she 
married William Thomas 
Pettus, Jr.  She was a 
member of the Presbyte-
rian Church of Gonzales, 
Texas.  She was preceded 
in death by her father, 
her mother, her husband, 

her brother Henry Reese 
IV, and her sister Claytie 
Reese.  

She is survived by her 
sister Susan Brent Najvar, 
brother-in-law, Michael 
Najvar, niece Samantha 
Kehl, niece Kasey Reese 
Floyd, nephew, Noel 
Henry Reese and numer-

ous nieces and nephews. 
A visitation will take 

place on Friday, Novem-
ber 24, 2023, at Seydler 
– Hill Funeral Home from 
10:00am to 11:00am, a 
funeral service will begin 
at 11:00am. Interment 
will follow at Gonza-
les Masonic Cemetery. 
Pallbearers will include 
Noel Reese, Clayton Re-
ese, Carson Reese, Hank 
Floyd, Michael Najvar, 
and Steven Kehl.

Memorials may be 
made to the Parkinson’s 
Foundation. All services 
are under the care and 
direction of Seydler – Hill 
Funeral Home.

eLIzaBeth “Betty” OteLIa reese Pettus

Don’t MissDon’t Miss
a Beata Beat
Subscribe to the 
GONZALES
INQUIRER
Today!

Texas Farm 
Bureau’s 
90th Annual 
Meeting set 
for Dec. 1-3
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Farmers and ranchers 
from across Texas will 
head to Frisco to help 
Texas Farm Bureau ring 
in its 90th anniversary 
during the organization’s 
annual meeting Dec. 1-3.

“Celebrating 90 years is 
by no means a small feat 
for any organization,” TFB 
President Russell Boen-
ing said. “What began as a 
vision all those years ago 
has grown into a grass-
roots organization unlike 
any other, and Texas Farm 
Bureau remains a vital 
voice for agriculture as we 
look toward the future.”

Members from 205 
Farm Bureaus will work to 
craft policy positions and 
prepare for the challenges 
agriculture faces.

About 1,000 farmers 
and ranchers are expected 
in Frisco to discuss the 
latest agricultural issues, 
recognize successes from 
the year and evaluate the 
organization’s policies.
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Your Real Estate Resource for Life
Serving Gonzales County and Central Texas

Rafe Jackson 512-217-3171  •   Brie Schauer Irons 830-203-8759
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  San Antonio AM
  5  TX Ivory Joe 
      Hunter’s “Since _
      ___ You Baby”
  6  TXism: “suit____
      company” (family)
  7  Dallas public FM
  8  TX Willie’s “Turn  
      ___  ___  ______, 
      the Party’s Over”
17  “ugly” in Mexico
18  UT QB in 1973 
      Cotton Bowl victory  
20  Emmitt’s home
      state (abbr.)
21  this TX David was
      Colorado Rockies  
      pitcher (1993-96)
22  pizza toppings
24  this moves “Big
      Tex’s” jaw (2 wds.)
29  archaic plural of cow
30  historic “____ R.  
      Swenson Cattle Co.”
31  TXism: “grabbing
      __ straws”
32  “Tapestry” artist 
      (2 wds.)
34  NM ski destination
      for some Texans
35  init. of Gov. 
      Runnels (1857-59)
36  1st newspaper 
      in Texas territory: 
      “_______  __ Texas”
37  TXism: “scared 
      ____ out of my wits”
38  El ____, Texas
39  what UT’s Darrell  
      Royal called the 
      goal line (2 wds.)
41  preowned vehicle:
      _  ____  car

  1  1st chance for foot- 
      ball score (2 wds.)
  2  very old Lockhart  
      church:  _______   
      Episcopal
  3  south Dallas suburb
  4  TXism: “hard as       
      putting up _  ____
      in a windstorm”
  9  actor Ngor of film
      “Vietnam, Texas”
10  Gen. Robert _  ___
11  young fellow
12  TXism: big frog __
      the pond” (VIP)
13  TXism: “never sign
      anything in the ____ 
      __  a neon light”

42  this Linares was first 
      director of Texas Lottery
43  TXism: “____ tailed
      tooter” (party animal)
44  Indian warrior (2 wds.)
45  ex-Cowboy Dorsett
46  TXism: “___ as dirt”
47  mother of ex-Cowboy
      coach Jimmy Johnson
48  ch. 8 in Dallas refused
      to air this cop series when
      it first started (2 wds.)  

50  dog or
      bat disease
51  brandin’ 
      or shootin’
52  TXism: “___
      wit” (stupid)
53  explosive letters?

14  TXism:
      “dusters” (dry _____)
15  Houston’s Pennzoil
      Place has ____   
      towers
16  great TX blues
      guitarist Vaughan
      (init.)
19  a night to stay up:
      New _____  ___
21  a club to use near
      the green (2 wds.)
23  walked with long
      steps
24  Texas need (abbr.)
25  “Texas Monthly,”
      e.g. (abbr.)
26  TXism: “don’t give 
      a hoot __  _ holler”

27  TXism: “works from  
      can’t see __  ____   
      see” (hard worker)
28  Houston married
      daughter of Chief
      ___-___-te-ka
29  Kerrville event:
      “___ ‘_ Ewe &
      Lamas, Too”
30  public auction, e.g.

33  in Wichita County
      on highway 258
34  NASA drink
35  TXism: “he ___  __
      itchy trigger finger”
37  sauropod track in  
      Glen Rose (2 wds.)
38  grinds food finely
40  TX Cyd Charisse
      first stage name
41  TXism: “she talks
      _  ____ streak”
44  bet the lot (2 wds.)
47  TX Willie hometown
49  singer Bobby in TX-
      filmed “State Fair”
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Surviving the Holidays set for Dec. 9
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

For someone who has expe-
rienced a loss, the holidays can 
be the hardest time of the year. 
Many find themselves wonder-
ing how they will survive the 
weeks surrounding Christmas, 
feel increased loneliness, and 
simply dread the holiday season.

Surviving the Holidays is a 
GriefShare 2-hour holiday min-
istry program that is especially 

for people who are grieving 
a loved one’s death and uses 
the same format as the regular 
13-week GriefShare program. 
Through video, discussion time 
and receipt of a survival guide-
book, attendees will learn how 
to deal with the many emotions 
they’ll face during the holidays, 
what to do about traditions and 
other upcoming changes, as 
well as helpful tips for surviving 
social events.

Abiding Word Lutheran 
Church currently hosts the 
13-week GriefShare program 
and will be offering Surviving 
the Holidays on Saturday, Dec. 
9 from 10 a.m. to noon. This 
program is free and open to the 
public. For more information 
or to register for Surviving the 
Holidays, call 713-582-0794.  
For information on the regular 
13-week GriefShare program, go 
to www.griefshare.org.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
At 6 p.m. Dec. 7, there will be a special 

meeting of the Gonzales Area Parkinson’s 
Support Group in the fellowship hall of the 
Presbyterian Church, 414 St. Louis Street, 
Gonzales, Texas.

This will not only be our regular monthly 
meeting, but will be a Christmas party 
meeting. Not only are all people with 
Parkinson’s Disease in our community 
and surrounding area invited, and encour-
aged to attend, but we also hope to have 
guests from our sponsoring group in New 
Braunfels to join us so we can show our ap-
preciation for the help they have given us 
to get this local group organized here.

Also encouraged to attend are caregiv-
ers, spouses (or significant others), and 
family members who would like to learn 
more about the disease and caring for 
their loved ones. There will be Christmas 
themed refreshments to enjoy and maybe 
a Christmas carol or two.

There will be a time for setting our goals 
for 2024 and discussing programs and sub-
jects that participants would like to know 
more about Parkinson’s Disease, treat-
ments available, symptoms, and any other 
related subjects.

After the business portion of the meeting, 
there will be a separate time of sharing for 
caregivers and folks that are dealing with 
the disease in their everyday lives. 

CONTRIBUTED
Congratulations to the award recipients from the Shiner 
Gaslight Theatre’s production of Bo Wilson’s “The 
Charitable Sisterhood Christmas Spectacular!” The 
production ended Sunday, Nov. 19, with an awards 
ceremony. From left, Emily Perez (Lights and Sounds 
Technician) received the Lamplighter Backstage Award; 
Diane McCommas (Bea Littleton) received the Best Adult 
Debut Award; and Meredith Hairell (Director) received the 
Sister Michelle Award. Also pictured, front and center, is 
“Joseph! First Salvation’s Joseph!” created by Bob Barrera 
Originals.

SHINER GASLIGHT THEATRE 
AWARDS

Parkinson’s support 
group to hold 
Christmas party

Memorial Hospital Auxiliary hears update from CEO Anzaldua
BY ELIZABETH BREFORD BENNETT
Special to the Inquirer

The Memorial Hospital of Gonzales 
Auxiliary met at 2 p.m. Oct. 31, 2023 
at Thrive. Seven members attended. 
President Betty Neubauer called the 
meeting to order. First Vice President 
Sylvia Mercer introduced hospital CEO 
Brandon Anzaldua. He spoke about the 
expansion of the hospital in the Surgery 
Department, upgrade in the patients 

rooms, and the use of robotics. After 
bids were opened, construction should 
begin in late January with completion 
date of March 25, 2024.

September minutes of the meeting 
were read and approved. The Treasurer 
read the report. Second Vice President 
Irene Oakes reported 102 volunteer 
hours worked. A 100-hour bar was 
awarded to Jo Ann Hajovsky. Memorials 
were given by Pam Parker and the Gon-
zales Livestock Market in memory of 
Peggy Barnett, a past Auxiliary member.

Following a discussion, a motion was 
made by Irene Oakes and seconded by 
Sylvia Mercer to have a BOGO half-
off sale in the Gift Shop. The motion 
passed. We will also put up a FREE 
COFFEE sign.

Wassail Party is coming up in Decem-
ber. The date of Dec. 13 was selected 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Announcement 
will be in the newsletter as well as 
members will be called with Wassail 
information.

Next meeting will be Nov. 28 at 2 p.m. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Barbara 
K., seconded it by Irene O.

Door prizes were won by Zilpha 
Dolezal, Betty Neubauer and Dyna 
DuBose.

A side note from Elizabeth Bennett 
not in the minutes, “Next year is on us 
all. If you find yourselves wondering 
how to fill your time, please consider 
wearing a blue jacket, meeting & help-
ing folks find a nice gift in the shop. 
Time goes by, don’t be a ‘Wish I had.’ 
Welcome to all who will.’

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS
Gonzales County  

Sheriff ’s Office
11/11/23 – 11/18/23

11/12/23
• Ramirez, Juan Domingo, 

06/1974, Waelder: 
Warrantless/On-View – 
Evading Arrest Det w/Veh, 
Released _ $2,500 Bond; 
Warrantless/On-View- Unl 
Carryiing weapon, Released - 
$1,500 Bond

• Ramirez, Nicolas 
Andrew, 01/2000, Waelder: 
Local Warrant – Assault 
caused Bodily Injury Family 
Member, Requires $25,000 
Bond, Remains in Custody 

• Alfred, Jammell Vernon, 
04/1992, Houston: Warrantless/ 
On-View – Poss Marij <2oz, 
Released - $1,000 Bond 

11/13/23
• Rangel Valdez, 

Maximiliano, 06/2002, 
Plantersville: Warrantless/
On-View – Poss Marij <2oz, 
Released $500 Bond; 
Warrantless/ On- View – Poss 
CS PG 2>=1G<4G, Released 
$5,000 Bond

11/15/23
• Marin, Carlos Javier, 

02/1993, Nixon: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Injury Child/Elder/Disable w/
Int Bodily Inj, Remains in 
Custody

• Torres, Michael Paul, 
06/1999   San 
Antonio: Warrantless/
On-View – Poss Marij <2 oz, 
Released $1,000 Bond

11/16/23
• Balderas, Jose Adam, 

02/1977, Gonzales: 
Warrantless/On-View – Theft 
of Firearm, Requires $5,000 
Bond, Remains in Custody

11/17/23
• Scott, Walter Andrew, 

12/1964, Channelview: Local 
Warrant – Tamper/Fabricate 
Phys Evid w/Inten to Impair, 
Requires $100,000 Bond; 
Local Warrant – Poss CS PG 
1<1G, 1 Bond all Counts, 

Local Warrant – Sexual 
Assault, Requires $100,000 
Bond; Local Warrant – Sexual 
Assault, 1 Bond all Counts, 
Local Warrant – Bail Jumping 
and Fail to Appear Felony, 
Requires $25,000 Bond; 
Local Warrant - Bail Jumping 
and Fail to Appear Felony, 
Requires $25,000 Bond; 
Local Warrant - Bail Jumping 
and Fail to Appear Felony, 
Requires $100,000 Bond, 
Remains in Custody

• Oden, Wesley Alan, 
08/1985, Brenham: Local 
Warrant – Agg Sexual Assault 
Child, Released – Weekender 

• Fields, Zyshawn, 
02/2000, Gonzales: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Burglary of Habitation, 
Released – Weekender 

• Garza, Lisa, 06/1979, 
Gonzales: Commitment/
Sentence – False Report 
Statement Officer/Agent 
HMO, Released – Work 
Release

• Goolsbee, Christopher 
Edmond, 11/1982, Houston: 
Warrantless/ON-View – 
Driving While Intoxicated, 
Remains in Custody

11/18/23
• Brown, Zachary Dean, 

01/2001, Lafayette: Other 
Agency Hold – Criminal 
Mischief >=$100 <$750, 
Released $750 Bond

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other agency 
arrest and processing’s:

GCSO 13
DPS  02
GPD  03
WPD  01
NPD  02
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00
Total  21



STAFF REPORT
The Gonzales Lady Apaches 

lost a tough contest between the 
La Grange Lady Leopards Mon-
day, Nov. 20 at home.

The Lady Apaches came back 
from a double-digit deficit in first 
half and cut La Grange’s lead to 
two points in the final minutes of 
the fourth quarter.

La Grange closed out the 
game, however, beating the Lady 
Apaches, 56-51, handing Gonza-
les their fourth loss of the season.

The Lady Apaches would re-
bound from the loss on Tuesday, 
Nov. 21, with a 49-22 win over the 
Three Rivers Lady Bulldogs.

Gonzales will travel to Marion 
Thursday, Nov. 30 for their first 
tournament of the season.

VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales junior Kilee Schwaush shoots 
a free throw for the Lady Apaches 
against La Grange Monday, Nov. 20.
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STAFF REPORT
The Gonzales Lady Apaches 

hosted the Yoakum Lady Bull-
dogs Tuesday, Nov. 28 at the 
Apache Gym.

The Lady Apaches and the Lady 
Bulldogs kicked off the game 
with a close first quarter; Gonza-
les scored seven points and the 
Yoakum scored nine to end the 
quarter.

Yoakum took a 22-14 lead over 
the Lady Apaches at the end of 

the first half; Yoakum outscored 
Gonzales, 13-7 in the second 
quarter.

In the third quarter, the Lady 
Apaches scored 12 points to Yoa-
kum’s 14 points; Yoakum’s lead 
was 36-26 at the end of the third 
quarter.

The Apaches fell to Yoakum, 
46-37, after outscoring the Lady 
Bulldogs, 11-10, in the final frame.

Gonzales will travel to Marion 
for its first tournament of the 
season Thursday, Nov. 30.

Lady Apaches fall to Yoakum

Lady Apaches fall to Lady 
Leopards, beat Three Rivers

VANDY VAN EPPS
The Gonzales Lady Apaches in the huddle with head coach Mark Belford against 
the La Grange Leopards Monday, Nov. 20 at home.

Mustangs shoot past Apaches, 
63-54, in cross-county matchup
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
The Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches and the Nixon-
Smiley Mustangs met Tuesday, Nov. 28 in 
Nixon for a cross-county matchup.

The Apaches and Mustangs played fast, 
physical basketball at the start of the game. 
The Apaches took the lead, 30-28, in the 
third quarter, but the Mustangs took advan-
tage of turnovers and rebounds and scored 
16 unanswered points to take a 44-30 lead.

Gonzales continued to press in the fourth 
quarter and cut the Mustangs’ lead to five 
points in the fourth quarter.

“We made some strides. We did some 
good things. I thought we turned them over 
late, kind of sped them up a little bit, which 
is what we wanted to do. We just had a lot of 
our main guys have foul trouble’” Apaches 
head coach Steven Pinchback said.

A lot of the players know each other, and 
Nixon-Smiley junior Tristen Mikesh said 
it’s fun playing against players he grew up 
with, but once they get on the court, it is 
personal.

The Mustangs outlasted a late rally by 
the Apaches in the final two minutes with a 
63-54 victory, and Mustangs head basket-
ball coach Carlton McKinney enjoys seeing 
these two Gonzales County squads square 
off.

“I like these kinds of days because I think 
the kids get excited about it. They know 
each other — I mean, you see them going 
out there and at each other and Gonzales 
has always had really good athletes and 
they’re always gonna be a quality oppo-
nents and they do a good job,” McKinney 

said.
The Apaches and Mustangs both have 

tournaments Thursday, Nov. 30; Gonzales 
will travel to Lockhart and Nixon-Smiley 
will head to Karnes City.

Both coaches will take advantage of what 
they see in their players heading to their 
respective tournaments.

“We have a lot of good things tonight, 

VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley’s Carl White (4) and Gonzales’ 
Weston Ruddock (2) jump in the air for the tip off in 
the Mustangs versus Apaches game Wednesday, 
Nov. 28.

See MUSTANGS, page 15

Apaches take on 
Laredo Johnson at 
Frost Bank Center
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches and 
three other high school teams 
got the chance of a lifetime 
Wednesday, Nov. 22, to play at 
the home of the San Antonio 
Spurs.

Gonzales joined Laredo LBJ 
Johnson, Corpus Christi Tulo-
so-Midway and Corpus Christi 
Flour Bluff for a pair of games 
at the Frost Bank Center for the 
Spurs Hardwood Series.

The Apaches faced Johnson 
in the second game of the 
series and new head basket-
ball coach Steven Pinchback 
wanted to give his team an op-
portunity his players had never 
experienced before.

“We had an opportunity to 
come over here and play. My 
thing was to get the kids some 
exposure. They’ve never had 
an opportunity like that in 
Gonzales, so I was fortunate 
enough coach hit me up and 
we made it happen,” Pinchback 
said.

The Apaches fell to Johnson, 
74-36, but Pinchback said they 
recently got players back from 
football and haven’t had a full 
practice with them yet.

“The football guys, they’re 
going to be a key part of what 
we got going. They’re just super 
rusty right now. Basketball is 
not a sport you can just show 
up. You’ve got a little bit of 
work, so once we take care of 
some of the little things, we’ll 
be fine.” Pinchback said.

The Apaches took on a 6A 
school in Johnson, and Pinch-
back has experience in playing 
against 6A schools.

“I’m all about playing up. Be-
ing from DeSoto, you play the 
best to be the best. Now right 
now, I know, we’re not where 
we need to be and we’re gonna 
take some lumps. But like my 

dad always said, ‘It’s always 
greater later.’ It’s about the big 
picture, not this little moment 
in time,” Pinchback said.

The Apaches took on the 
Nixon-Smiley Mustangs Tues-
day, Nov. 28, and coach will 
prepare his players to face the 
in-county team.

“We’re just gonna prepare 

like we do every opponent. We 
just try to see what they do and 
take away what they want and 
like to do. The main thing I’m 
trying to get these kids to do is 
play hard, play smart and play 
together,” Pinchback said.

The Gonzales Apaches will 
hit the road Thursday, Nov. 30 
for a tournament in Lockhart.

VANDY VAN EPPS
Apache senior Gavin Lekgega (1) goes one-on-one with Mustangs senior Luke Moses (2) in a non-district 
game Wednesday, Nov. 28. 

VANDY VAN EPPS 
Gonzales head basketball Steven Pinchback talks to his players on the 
sideline in a timeout Wednesday, Nov. 23 against Laredo LBJ Johnson. 

Apache senior 
Weston Ruddock 
(2) dribbles the ball 
inside Laredo LBJ 
Johnson’s two point 
line Wednesday, 
Nov. 20.

VANDY VAN EPPS 

Above left: Junior Jermane Upshaw (10) battles through a Laredo LBJ Johnson player towards the basketball 
Wednesday, Nov. 23. Above right: Gonzales junior Gavin Lekgega (1) moves the ball down the court of the Frost Bank 
Center against Laredo LBJ Johnson Wednesday, Nov. 23.
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830-672-3710830-672-3710
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 786291922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

Hours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat. 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed SundayHours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat. 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed Sunday
For your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or StephanieFor your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or Stephanie

Fehner Firearms is closed on MondaysFehner Firearms is closed on Mondays

Now that Thanksgiving is Now that Thanksgiving is 
over, it is time to get that over, it is time to get that 

big buck. Come see us big buck. Come see us 
at Fehner Firearms andat Fehner Firearms and  
Fehner & Son Grain for Fehner & Son Grain for 
all your hunting needs.all your hunting needs.

Send us your child’s 
letter(s) to Santa.

Please include the child’s name and age.
These will be published in our

Dec. 21, 2023 edition.

Deadline – Dec. 11, 2023

Mail to 622 St. Paul, Gonzales, TX 78629
Att: Santa

Or Email To:
 sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Dear Santa,
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Love,

Apaches earn all-district recognition for football
STAFF REPORT

A large number of Gonzales 
Apaches received all-district 
recognition in District 12-4A-2 
for their hard work during the 
2023 football season.

Junior offensive lineman 
Omar Borjon was named of-
fensive linemen MVP in the 
district and was named first 
team all-district on defense.

Two Apaches were named 
unanimously to the first team 
offense: senior running back 
Rocky Gallegos and senior 
wide receiver Davonte Smith.

Senior quarterback Cole 
Duty and senior offensive 
guard Rafael Rodriguez also 
were named first team all-dis-
trict on offense.

Apaches freshman kicker 
Brandon Duenez was named 

first team all-district on special 
teams.

On the defense, Jermane Up-
shaw, Kamren Leal and David 
Clack III were named to first 
team all-district.

Clack, Upshaw, Landon 
Holub, Weston Ruddock and 
Blake Wright were named 
second team all-district 
offense.

Gallegos, Rodriguez, and 

Dakota DuBose were named 
second team all-district 
defense.

Daevien Pitts, Brandon 
DuBose, Isaac Gonzales, Travis 
Malveaux III, Jessiah Barr, 
Dylan Hunt and Gustavo Ro-
driguez were named all-district 
honorable mentions.

ALL DISTRICT ACADEMIC
Weston Ruddock, Kamren 

Leal, Brandon DuBose, Isaac 
Gonzales, Dakota DuBose, 
Cole Duty, Christian Jurek, Da-
vonte Smith, Traveaux III, River 
Van Kirk, Gustavo Rodriguez-
Martinez, Jessiah Barr, Kaden 
Deleon, Rocky Gallegos, Blake 
Wright, Hayden Lopez, Landon 
Holub, Rafael Rodriguez, Gary 
Lewis, Drew Pennington, Jay-
don Lampkin, Adrian Orta and 
Omar Borjon.

Lady Mustangs fall to Lady Bobcats
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs 
returned home to host the Skidmore-
Tynan Lady Bobcats Tuesday, Nov. 28.

The Lady Mustangs got off to a rough 
start by not scoring in the first quarter, 
but quickly turned it around on defense 
and ended the half only down 19-10.

Skidmore-Tynan quickly took advan-
tage of rebounds and three-point shot 
opportunities and took a commanding 
41-18 lead over the Lady Mustangs at 
the end of the third quarter.

The Lady Mustangs outscored the 
Lady Bobcats in the fourth quarter, 13-6, 
but it wasn’t enough to get the win.

Nixon-Smiley fell to Skidmore-Tynan, 
47-31, and dropped to 2-9 on the sea-
son.

The Lady Mustangs will travel to 
Karnes City for their second tourna-
ment of the season Thursday, Nov. 30.

Mustangs beat Prairie Lea 
at home, lose to Hondo
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs hosted 
the Prairie Lea Indians for the home 
opener Monday, Nov. 21.

The Mustangs beat the Indians, 63-
20, winning the game by 43 points.

The Mustangs improved to 1-1 on 
the season.

Nixon-Smiley hit the road Tuesday, 

Nov. 22 for a match against Hondo; 
Nixon-Smiley drop to 1-2 on the sea-
son after a 72-60 loss to the Owls.

The Mustangs will return home 
for an in-county match against the 
Gonzales Apaches on Tuesday, Nov. 
28.

Nixon-Smiley will head to Karnes 
City for their first tournament of the 
season Thursday, Nov. 30.

Lady Mustangs beat 
Prairie Lea, lose to 
Blanco on the road
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs hosted 
the Prairie Lea Lady Indians Monday, Nov. 
20 for a non-district contest.

The Lady Mustangs beat the Lady In-
dians, 45-20, and snapped a seven-game 
losing streak from their tournament play in 
Skidmore.

Nixon-Smiley would hit the road Tues-
day, Nov. 21 against the Blanco Lady 
Panthers; the Lady Mustangs fell to Blanco, 
57-43.

The Lady Mustangs will join the Mus-
tangs as they travel to Karnes City for a 
tournament Thursday, Nov. 30.

so we want to just kind of 
extend it. You know, our 
biggest thing with our kids 
is, we played really good 
20-22 minutes, but we need 
to get to that 32-minute mark 
where you got all 11 guys 
playing well,” McKinney said.

“We’re trying to put a 
good product out there, but 
they’ve just got to under-
stand it’s a process and it’s 
game by game. Realistically, 
I’ve only had my 14 about 
two weeks.”

Gonzales shooting guard 
junior Gavin Lekgega said 
every round of the tourna-
ment he and his team have 
to make right after this 
strong loss to Nixon-Smiley.

MUSTANGS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley senior Kendall Amaya (12) moves through defenders towards Skidmore-Tynan’s 
basket Wednesday, Nov. 28.

VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley freshman Grace Gomez (10) 
dribbles by a Skidmore-Tynan defender in a 
non-district game Wednesday, Nov. 28.

VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley junior Janealyn White dribbles the ball down the court for the Lady Mustangs in 
their non-district match against Skidmore-Tynan Tuesday, Nov. 28.
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Deck your halls with 

Of GVTC Fiber Internet

1Gig
for the price of 500Mbps 

WHEN YOU BUNDLE WITH

gvtc.com/gvtctv

866-954-3401

COME & BAKE IT: THE RESULTS ARE IN

H Denotes Grand Champion Entries

H

H
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HEALTH &
WELLNESS

Community

Stop by our health & wellness fair
for education on how to live your
best life!  Door prizes, vendor
giveaways, and more!

FAIR
Thursday,
November 30th
Victoria College
424 E. Sarah Dewitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629
11am-1pm

Get Free
Screenings &
Information

Victoria College
Gonzales Healthcare Systems
THRIVE Healthplex
Methodist Healthcare Ministries
Norma’s House
Community Health Centers
Bluebonnet Trails

For more information:
830.672.7581, ext 1020 OR 830.672.6251, ext. 3412

Community partners joining us:

Sponsored by:

Among municipali-
ties in the county, the 
city of Gonzales gained 
an estimated 24 people, 
growing from the 2020 
census total of 7,165 
to an estimated 7,189 
people as of Jan. 1, 
2023, according to the 
Texas Demographic 
Center. That represents 
a 0.3 percent increase 
in population in a little 
over two years.

Meanwhile, Nixon’s 
population grew by an 
estimated 36 people, go-
ing from 2,341 in the 2020 
census to an estimated 
2,377 people as of Jan. 1, 
2023, or approximately 
1.5 percent. Waelder’s 
population has grown by 
an estimated 2.7 percent, 
or 25 people, from 933 
in the 2020 census to 
an estimate of 958 from 
the Texas Demographic 
Center.

Finally, Smiley has 
grown by an estimated 
4.0 percent, or 19 peo-
ple, from 475 reported 
by the 2020 census to an 
estimated 494 residents 
as of Jan. 1, 2023.

Among neighboring 
cities, Shiner has grown 
by an estimated 2.7 per-
cent, or 57 people, from 
the 2,127 reported in the 
2020 census to a January 
2023 estimate of 2,184 
people by the Texas 
Demographic Center. 
Cuero, meanwhile, 
has seen an estimated 
population decrease of 
2.2 percent, or 176 indi-
viduals, from the 8,128 
people reported in 2020 
to 7,952 as of Jan. 1, 2023.

Yoakum has seen an 
estimated population 
decrease of 0.5 percent, 
from a 2020 census total 
of 5,908 to an estimated 
January 2023 popula-
tion of 5,880, a loss of 28 

residents. Luling report-
edly has an estimated 
population decrease of 
3.7 percent with a loss of 
208 residents as of Jan. 1, 
2023, going from 5,599 as 
of the 2020 census to an 
estimated 5,391.

Hallettsville has an 
estimated population 
decrease of 0.5 per-
cent, or 13 individuals, 
since the 2020 census, 
which showed the city’s 
population at 2,731. The 
estimate by the Texas 
Demographic Center 
shows a population of 
2,718 as of Jan. 1, 2023.

Moulton’s population 
has decreased by an 
estimated 0.7 percent, or 
just 6 residents, from 854 
in the 2020 census to an 
estimated 848 people as 
of Jan. 1, 2023. Flatonia 
has seen a population 
increase of 30 people, or 
2.3 percent, as the 2020 
census showed a popu-
lation of 1,308, while 
the estimate for January 
2023 is 1,338.

Kingsbury saw its 
population grow by 12.1 
percent, or 16 people, 
going from a 2020 cen-
sus amount of 132 to an 
estimated 148 residents 
as of January 2023.

Lockhart, the biggest 
city and county seat 
in Caldwell County, 
has seen a population 
boom of an estimated 
4.5 percent, or 642 
people. The 2020 census 
showed a population of 
14,379, while the Texas 
Demographic Center is 
showing an estimated 
population of 15,021 as 
of Jan. 1, 2023.

The largest gain in the 
area is by Seguin as the 
county seat for Guada-
lupe County has grown 
by 6,833 people, or 23.2 
percent, since 2020, 
according to the Texas 
Demographic Center. 
Seguin’s 2020 population 
was 29,433 and it is now 
estimated to be 36,266.

Gonzales County 
is considered to be 
a part of the Golden 
Crescent Council of 
Governments, which is 
comprised of six other 
counties — Calhoun, 
DeWitt, Goliad, Jackson, 
Lavaca and Victoria.

The total population 
of Golden Crescent 
has decreased by an 
estimated 0.2 percent, 
or 344 people. The 2020 
census total shows a 
population of 193,239 
while the Texas Demo-
graphic Center has a 
January 2023 estimate of 
192,895.

The Golden Cres-
cent COG is the third-
smallest such region 
in Texas in population, 
ahead of just Concho 
Valley (157,983 popula-
tion as of January 2023) 
and Middle Rio Grande 
(162,166 as of January 
2023). Every other COG 
in the state has at least 
218,000 residents.

Calhoun County has 
an estimated population 
decrease of 401 residents, 
or 2.0 percent, from the 
2020 census amount of 
20,106 to an estimated 
19,705 as of January 2023. 
DeWitt County has an 
estimated population 
decrease of 1.6 percent, 
or 318 people, dropping 
from 19,824 in the 2020 
census to an estimated 
19,506 as of January 2023.

Goliad County has 
seen an increase of 0.4 
percent, or 30 people, 
from the 2020 census 
amount of 7,012 to an 
estimated January 2023 
population of 7,042. 
Lavaca County has had 
an estimated population 
increase of 1.0 percent, 
going from a 2020 cen-
sus amount of 20,337 to 
a Jan. 1, 2023, estimate 
of 20,532, an increase of 
195 people.

Finally, Victoria 
County has seen an 
estimated population 
decrease of 0.1 percent, 
or 91 people, from a 
2020 census amount of 
91,319 to a January 2023 
estimate of 91,228.

POPULATION 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dressed in holiday splendor, 
these homes, churches, and public 
buildings will fling open their 
doors to greet the season and share 
their history Dec 2-3 during the 
Winterfest 2023 Celebration. If visi-
tors haven’t already bought their 
home tour tickets online at gonza-
leshistorichomes.org they can start 
at 827 Saint Joseph Street in 1914 
Frank Fly House (now Laurel Ridge 
Inn and Christmas) to grab their 
tickets and get a glimpse of the 
historic property.

 Journey just a few blocks north 
on the avenue to 1027 Saint Joseph, 
and visitors can step into the 1913 
W. F. Robertson House. The delight-
ful property with the period addi-
tions to the original home, along 
with outdoor gardens and the curi-
ous tree in the middle of the street 
creates a sentimental snapshot of 
the generations who have lived, 
loved, and decorated there. 

Tucked between two monumen-
tal 19th Century homes and a short 
five blocks away, sits the charming 
T R Skinner cottage at 205 Saint 
Andrew Street.  Built in 1914, this 
delightful Queen Anne cottage was 
headed for demolition twenty years 
ago.  Today, its lovingly restored 
long-leaf pine interior welcomes 
visitors from far and wide.  

Travel a few blocks to the East on 
the corner at 521 Saint Peter Street, 
and visitors will discover the 1868 
John Fauth Cottage. Its inspired 
renovation features a state-of-the-
art “Chef’s” kitchen with imported 
Italian marble and appliances, 
along with spa-inspired baths and 

contemporary stained glass.   
As is often typical of a historic 

Texas cottage, one enters through 
a wide central hallway now filled 
with the owner’s religious art and 
artifacts.  The 14-foot ceilings cre-
ate an almost dizzying space and 
showcase a bronzed metal ceiling 
and hanging period lanterns. 

Round a corner and on the av-
enue at 903 Saint Lawrence Street, 
visitors enter the mahogany-pan-
eled reception hall of the mag-
nificent R S Dilworth House. The 
home, designed by noted architect 
J Riely Gordon, was completed in 
1911 after over 3 years of planning 
and construction.

The house is three stories with 
a full basement and is enclosed 
in brick and wrought iron fenc-
ing with an ornate gate leading to 
marble steps and a terrazzo porch.  
Once inside, the sweeping stair-
way forms a graceful bow in front 
of original stained-glass windows.  

Trek a few blocks south to one 
of the highest vantage points in 
the inner city and the pristinely 
preserved J B Wells House awaits 
the visitorat 833 Mitchell Street. 
Constructed of long leaf pine 
hauled by ox teams from the port 
of Indianola, much of the interior 
woodwork and furnishings are 
crafted from local black walnut. 
The recently recognized house-
museum belongs to the Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas and is 
managed by the local chapter.  

Rounding out the 2023 tour are 
two of Gonzales’ early churches 
showcasing not only their sanctu-

aries, but their magnificent organs. 
 On Saturday, Dec 2nd at 4:30 

PM Chris Oelkers, visiting from 
Good Shepherd Austin, will be the 
featured organist at The Gonzales 
Presbyterian Church, 414 Saint 
Louis in a free concert.  

As the church, erected in 1925, 
approaches its centennial anniver-
sary, ten memorial stained glass 
windows bathe the sanctuaries 
with luminous light.

At the Episcopal Church of the 
Messiah, 721 Saint Louis Street, 
the Pilcher organ was one of only 
five in Texas when it was presented 
to the church in 1928. On Sunday, 
Dec 3 throughout the 2 to 6 PM 
tour hours, visiting organist, Rich-
ard Zabransky, will be playing the 
magnificent instrument.

The Church of the Messiah, com-
pleted and consecrated in 1885, 
has been completely restored this 
year. In the restoration the origi-
nal tongue and groove ceiling was 
uncovered. And now, above black 
walnut paneling, original stained 
glass, a spectacular hand-carved 
black walnut angel lectern, the 
original vaulted ceiling graces the 
interior.

These jewels of Texas Christmas 
reflect not only the history of Texas, 
but shine a light on the inspired 
Texans committed to their preserva-
tion.  The homes stand as tangible 
evidence of Gonzales spellbinding 
past, and illuminate a future filled 
with the hopes and dreams of the 
intrepid, imaginative, resourceful 
people who live, love, and celebrate 
Christmas in them.  

TOUR 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Aleppo Pine placed on your patio 
or in the house for a short time and 
then transplanted into a spot in the 
landscape where they can grow to 
full size. 

Are you ready for a freeze? If not, 
just think about the last 2 years and 
the record freezes that we had, one 
of which was a Christmas freeze.  
Move all the tropical plants such as 

Chinese hibiscus, bougainvillea, and 
Porter weed into a sheltered site,  
Have the cloth ready to cover your 
lemons and limes with heat sources 
for inside the cover. Poultry heat-
ers work well. If you use mechanics 
lights make sure the lights are not 
non-heat providing LED bulbs. 

If your tomatoes have made this 
far be ready with the cover. Every 

time that they can survive a low 
temperature you will probably have 
another 2 weeks to collect fruit.

Cyclamen and primula are the 
most spectacular blooming plants 
for winter. Be ready to protect the 
blooms if the forecast is for 28 de-
grees or less.  Pansies and violas are 
the most cold tolerant; they make it 
through most winters without fuss. 

CALENDAR 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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“The officer dispatched to the 
scene said something didn’t 
look right and called out the fire 
department,” Harless said. “Fire-
fighters who made the scene said 
it smelled acidic, so Chief (Wade) 
Zella was called out to the scene 
about 10 p.m. and determined 
it appeared to be hydrochloric 
acid.”

It was determined that a tanker 
truck which had been haul-
ing hydrochloric acid used for 
the processing and cleaning of 
railroad car tanks was the source 
of the spill and that the leaking 
vehicle had taken off down US 
183, further spreading the acid on 
the roadway.

US 183 was shut down from 
the north intersection with Saint 
Joseph (near McCoy’s) to the 
south intersection with Saint 
Joseph, near Independence Park, 
with Sarah DeWitt shut down 
from Saint Joseph west for several 
blocks. Traffic from US 183 was 
routed down Saint Joseph to by-
pass the area until cleanup could 
be completed sometime around 
4 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21.

“We called in the TCEQ (Texas 
Commission on Environmental 

Quality) and Lone Star Environ-
mental out of New Braunfels 
came and put down ash, which 
neutralizes the acid,” Harless 
said. “They then scooped it up 
and put it into hazmat barrels 
and hauled it off.”

The vehicle was eventually 
determined to be involved with 
the rail yard in Harwood and 
Harless said he made contact 
with the company’s safety 
director and was able to identify 
the driver, who was working for 
a third-party contractor. The 
driver’s information was turned 
in to the TCEQ regional office 
in Corpus Christi for further 
investigation.

Harless praised the job done 
by Gonzales Fire Department 
in handling the situation until 
hazmat crews could arrive.

“They did a great job and did 
everything right and waited for 
the hazmat crew to deal with 
cleanup,” Harless said. “Hy-
drochloric acid vapors, per our 
emergency response manual, 
can travel about 150 feet and you 
are not supposed to put water 
on it. They recognized that and 
handled it right.”

HAZMAT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

used as storage space for 
GISD and prior to that was 
the former administration 
building until admin moved 
into the former East Avenue 
campus in 2021.

In September, officials 
from the Texas DPS and the 
Division of Highway Patrol 
toured the building to see 
if it was suitable for their 
department, which is being 
forced to move out of the 
Gonzales County Annex 
due to a need to rehabilitate 
that structure.

After several months of 
negotiation and coming to 
an agreement, both parties 
settled on Texas DPS and 
the Division of Highway 
Patrol paying to lease the fa-
cility at 75 cents per square 
foot for 10 years, plus the 
cost of utilities and services, 
with an escalation clause for 
each year after the first.

The Gonzales Central 
Appraisal District lists the 
building, which was built in 
1986, as having 4,550 square 
feet. It was formerly owned 
by American National Bank 
and has a market taxable 
value of $1,108,350 — 

$737,260 for the building 
and $371,090 for the land.

The lease agreement will 
not only generate revenue 
for the GISD, but also 
provide increased safety 
and security for the stu-
dents and staff at Gonzales 
High School. The presence 
of the Texas DPS and the 
Division of Highway Patrol 
officers near the school will 
deter potential threats and 
enhance the response time 
in case of emergencies.

GISD Superintendent Dr. 

Elmer Avellenada expressed 
his satisfaction with the 
partnership by saying, “We 
are very pleased to have the 
Texas DPS and the Division 
of Highway Patrol as our 
neighbors and partners. 
This is a win-win situation 
for both the GISD and the 
state agencies. We are con-
fident that this will improve 
the safety and security of 
our school community and 
foster a positive relationship 
between the law enforce-
ment and the public.”

GISD 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

year I got the buyers, I got 
the vines, I got those, but I 
did not see bees because it’s 
been too hot.”

Last year, Jurek constantly 
watered his pumpkin patch, 
but this year, he didn’t due 
to the water bill, he said.

Jurek explained that there 
weren’t enough bees to 
move pollen around the 
patch. According to Texas 
A&M Today, bees are re-
sponsible for pollinating 75 
percent of the world’s flow-
ering plants and 35 percent 
of the world’s crops.

The honeybee’s annual 
contribution to the U.S. 
economy is at least $15 

billion, according to Texas 
A&M Today, and more than 
90 different crops — about 
one-third of total crop 
production in the U.S. — 
depend on bees for their 
survival.

“They get the pollen and 
nectar and they’ll go out. 
I’ve talked to a beekeeper 
and a bee will travel up to 
two miles looking for nectar 
in water. If they don’t find 
that, they go back to the 
hive and that hive can die 
off in six months,” Jurek 
said.

The heat is not only killing 
bees, but also is impacting 
the way they are flying.

According to Houston 2, 
fewer flying days impacts 
mating season and fewer 
bees could lead to fewer 
fruits and vegetables that 
end up costing more in the 
stores.

“Even the beekeeperss are 
saying yes, this was a bad 
year, because if they don’t 
find water nectar, they’ll go 
somewhere else,” Jurek said.

For information regarding 
bees in Texas, go to Texas 
Beekeepers Association at 
their website (https://texas-
beekeepers.org/) and Texas 
A&M AgriLife (https://
txbeeinspection.tamu.edu/
public/bee-identification/).

BEES 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTRIBUTED/GISD
Gonzales ISD has signed a lease agreement with the Texas 
Department of Public Safety to lease the former administration 
building at 1711 Sarah DeWitt Drive. DPS had to move because 
the Gonzales County Annex needs rehabilitation due to structural 
concerns.CONTRIBUTED/GONZALES COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Hydrochloric acid spilled at Stripe’s convenience 
store by a tanker truck and spread across the 
roadway led to parts of US 183 and Sarah DeWitt 
Drive being shut down Monday, Nov. 20, until the 
spill could be cleaned up. Hydrochloric acid is 
used to clean and process railroad tank cars.
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