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Truck driver killed in wreck trying to avoid car
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

A fatal accident on Thursday, 
June 8 claimed the life of a tractor-
trailer driver who it appears may 
have tried to minimize the colli-
sion he had with a vehicle near the 
intersection of US 90 and FM 304 

in Gonzales County.
According to a Texas Depart-

ment of Public Safety report sum-
mary, a Nissan passenger vehicle 
was southbound on FM 304 at 5:55 
a.m. approaching US 90 while the 
tractor-trailer was eastbound on 
US 90 and approaching the same 
intersection. The intersection has a 

stop sign for those traveling on FM 
304, while traffic on US 90 does not 
stop.

The Nissan failed to yield the 
right of way at the stop sign, and 
pulled into the path of the semi, 
which tried to avoid the car but 
ultimately struck the right front 
quarter panel of the Nissan. The 

Nissan spun counter-clockwise 
and came to rest upright on the un-
improved shoulder at the intersec-
tion’s northeast corner.

The tractor-trailer rolled to the 
right and became detached and 
the truck-tractor came to rest up-

Allen Groff See WRECK, page 18

Commissioners 
consider uniform 
speed limit for 
county roads
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County commissioners will hold 
a public hearing at 9 a.m. Monday, June 26, 
to hear comments about establishing a uni-
form speed limit of 35 miles per hour on most 
county-maintained public roads.

This comes after commissioners voted 
unanimously to advertise the hearing in the 
Gonzales Inquirer at their Monday, June 12 
meeting.

The measure that would be discussed at the 
public hearing would also establish a speed 

VANDY VAN EPPS
The Lions Club of Gonzales installed shade covers at the Splashpad at Lions Park in Gonzales 
as summer kicks off for many children in the city. 

Team 700 — named “Apogee Living a 
Hero’s Journey” and comprised of Cristian 
Mandella and Dan Graves — push their 
canoe onto the shore near the Gonzales 
Dam to make it to the fourth checkpoint 
in the 60th annual Texas Water Safari on 
Sunday, June 11. Sadly, the team did 
not make it past the fifth checkpoint in 
Hochheim. For more TWS photos, see 
page 17.

LEW K. COHN

TEXAS WATER SAFARI
BACK FOR A 60TH YEAR

MAKING A SPLASH

Nixon council holds 
off on proposed 
park name change
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The Nixon City Council discussed on Mon-
day, June 5, renaming a proposed veterans 
park to be built on land to the east of City Hall, 
but voted eventually to hold off on any name 
change until July so the proper steps can be 
taken.

Members of the newly created Tourism and 
Development Board and the council spoke 
about adding deceased veteran John Longo-
ria’s name to the park, which is currently being 
called the Freddy Aguirre Memorial Park. How-
ever, other members of the public expressed 
wishes during the meeting that the council give 
the park a generic name to honor all veterans 
and not just those who died in service.

Cat group speaks up about problems 
with Gonzales’ animal ordinance
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales City council met for 
their regularly scheduled monthly 
meeting Thursday, June 8 at City 

Hall. 
One of the big topic of discussion 

during the public comments section 
of the meeting was the Friends of 
Gonzales Animal Shelter and the 
current ordinances regarding cats, 

especially strays.
Mary Anne MacLean of FOGAS 

spoke to the council about the cur-
rent ordinances and she said it’s 

See ROADS, page 16

See PARK, page 15

GISD approves 
purchase of 
STEMscopes 
instructional 
materials
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales ISD 
school board met for 
their regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting Mon-
day, June 12 at the GISD 
Administration building.

One of the big agenda 
items was the purchase 
of STEMscopes’ math 
and science kindergarten 
through eighth grade 
instructional material 
for the 2023-2024 school 
year.

GISD Elementary 
education director Brandi 

Second annual 
Juneteenth event 
returns to Gonzales
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Main Street will host its second 
annual Juneteenth celebration at Texas Inde-
pendence Square this Saturday, June 17 from 4 
p.m. to 11 p.m.

Contests and activities begin at 4 p.m. and 
include a watermelon eating contest, bounce 
house, hula hoop contest, petting zoo and col-
oring page contest.

The celebration will include gospel music by 
Minister Everett Hughes & Anointed Company 
(5:15 p.m. to 6 p.m.) and international record-
ing and performance artist Beverly Houston & 
Breezin’ Band (6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.).

New Beautification board 
sets mission statement, vision
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The newly created Gonzales Beauti-
fication and Design Board met Tues-
day, June 6 at City Hall and established 
both a mission statement and a vision 

for the group that they hope will in-
spire civic pride.

Board members voted to adopt a 
mission statement of “being a wel-
coming community” and a five-part 

See EVENT, page 18

See GISD, page 18

See ORDINANCE, page 15

See BEUTIFICATION, page 18
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FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays

Anniversaries
June 15th

Robert & Elizabeth Bennett
June 18th

Dean & Brandi Vinklarek

June 15th
Kacey Lindemann

Butler
Jeff Loomis

Melissa Torres
Candice Witzkoske

June 16th
Mimi Holt-Petrek

Steve Leazer
Joshua Manuel
James McMains

Ronda
Richter-Underwood

June 17th
Brandi Behlen

Roland Escobedo
Donna Damon

Martin
Laura Pesek

Janice Walleck

June 18th
Ashtyn Kardosz
Margaret Ramos

June 19th
Sherry Callaway
Sandy Hendricks
Robbie Laredo

Jace Opiela
Lizzie Pezoli

Madison Stamport

June 20th
Christi Cooney

Basquez
Terry Chrismon

Pamela Hamilton
Cameron Horton

Twila Huber
Curtis Parsley
Allison Raley

June 21st
Sally Filip

Brittany Hill
Michelle Lavendar

Zac Singleton
Dustynia Stewart

Travis Vega

Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

HOTHOT

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

June 19June 19
97º/74º

Humid with intervals of clouds
and sunshine

25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 101

June 15June 15
100º/77º

Partly sunny and hot
6% chance of rain ● RealFeel 109

June 17June 17
98º/75º

Partly sunny and humid
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 105

Humid with intervals of clouds
and sunshine

25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 97

June 21June 21
95º/74º

June 16June 16
99º/76º

Overcast and humid
15% chance of rain ● RealFeel 103

June 18June 18
97°/75°

Mostly cloudy and humid
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 99

CLOUDYCLOUDY

June 20June 20
96º/75º

Humid with intervals of clouds
and sunshine 

25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 96

MOSTLY CLOUDYMOSTLY CLOUDY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

LEW K. COHN
Richard Lopez, co-proprietor of the Gonzales Food Market, 
receives the sign naming it the Main Street Business of the 
Month for June from Main Street Director Tiffany Hutchison-
Padilla and members of the Main Street board.

Gonzales Food 
Market named Main 
Street Business of 
the Month for June
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Opened in 1959 by 
Lopez family patriarch 
“Chano Lopez”, his son 
Pablo, and daughters 
Elisa and Emilia Lopez, 
the Gonzales Food Mar-
ket continues to make 
some of the best BBQ 
in town. And now, the 
Gonzales Food Market is 
the Main Street Business 
of the Month.

Located at 311 St. 
Lawrence Street and 
originally opened as a 
town grocery store, the 
Gonzales Food Market 
has continually served 
Gonzales in the same 
location for over 64 years. 
Richard Lopez and his 
brother Ray now operate 
the Gonzales Food Mar-
ket as third-generation 
proprietors of the family 
business.

The brothers both grew 
up and graduated from 
Gonzales High School. 
They both remember 
working with their 
grandfather and dad at a 
very young age. Richard 
retired from his corporate 
job in San Antonio and 
came back to Gonzales to 
help with the business. As 
the larger grocery store 
chains came to town, the 

Gonzales Food Market 
turned their focus strictly 
to barbecue.

One of the unique 
things about the busi-
ness is the large number 
of out-of-town custom-
ers that frequent the 
business. Because of the 
family’s dedication to the 
business, Gonzales Food 
Market is famous for its 
sausage. It’s made follow-
ing the same recipe that 
was used since the start 
of the business.

Sausage is the number 
one seller and is made 
in the market on a daily 
basis. Richard’s favorite 
item on the menu by far 
is the brisket.

“It is so versatile” says 
Richard Lopez. “I can eat 
it on a tortilla, chopped 
on a bun, by itself with 
salt and pepper, or just 
smothered with our bar-
becue sauce.”

The Gonzales Food 
Market currently has 10 
employees and often 
brings in the local youth 
to help out on busy 
weekends or holidays. 
While the business has 
been in the family for 
decades, the brothers 
are not against exploring 
opportunities to sell their 
share and let the next 
young entrepreneur take 
the reins.

Crystal Theatre seeks funding 
from Gonzales County for program
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

For more than 25 years, the 
Gonzales Crystal Theatre Young 
Program has been dedicated to 
providing “arts-in-education op-
portunities for young people from 
all backgrounds” while serving as 
a safe place for Gonzales’ youth to 
gather and enrich their lives.

Barbara Crozier, the director 
for this one-of-a-kind non-profit 
project, asked Gonzales County 
commissioners on Monday, June 
12, to consider providing ad-
ditional funding, if possible, to 
the program, especially since the 
closure of the Gonzales County 
Youth Center last year.

“The Crystal Theater, which 
has been serving our community 
since the early 1980s, has had 
the only continually functioning 
youth program in the area — in 
all of Gonzales County,” Crozier 
said. 

Crozier said the Crystal’s 

program “actually grew out of the 
Youth Center” but they did not 
share funding.

“That confused a lot of people 
that thought we were getting 
funding whenever the Youth 
Center was being funded,” Crozier 
said. “We were able to get funding 
through organizations and en-
dowments over the years, but our 
program needs to be stabilized 
long term for our community. It 
is my goal that some day, a long 
time out from now, when I am not 
here to be the driving force on it, 
that it continues in earnest be-
cause it is such a gift to the youth 
of our community.

“A lot of people thought the 
funding that was going to the 
Youth Center was going to go to 
our work since we are now the 
only functioning program now.”

Among the programs offered 
by the Crystal Young Program 
are the year-round Shakespeare 
Ninja Project, as well as the 
Crystal Summer Youth Workshop 

and the Young Texians Troupe, 
which performs original Texas 
history ballads about the found-
ing of Gonzales, the “Lexington 
of Texas,” including each year by 
invitation at The Alamo in San 
Antonio.

For the past dozen years, the 
theatre has been affiliated with 
Camp Shakespeare at Wine-
dale and has given students 
scholarships to participate in 
that program, which is the only 
educational Shakespeare group 
that “is actually blessed by British 
Shakespeare program,” Crozier 
said.

Commissioners agreed to 
consider the Crystal Theatre for 
funding when it comes time to 
discuss the proposed fiscal year 
2024 budget later this year, but 
they also then voted to donate the 
proceeds from the sale of scrap 
metal from both Precinct 1 and 
Precinct 3 to the Young Program 
at the Crystal during Monday’s 
meeting.

AIDING THE ELDERLY
The Gonzales County Commissioners Court 
approved a resolution declaring June to be 
Elder Abuse Awareness Month. The court is 
urging all citizens to work together to help 
reduce abuse and neglect of people who are 
elderly and have disabilities. Abuse against 
older adults and people with disabilities is 
grossly underreported because of social 
stigma, embarrassment and fear and it 
affects men and women of all incomes 
and ability levels and all cultural and ethnic 
backgrounds in all communities.

LEW K. COHN

STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Main 
Street Board will host a 
fourth Thursday “Shop 
& Stroll” event Thursday, 
June 22 from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m.

The events promotes 
Gonzales’ downtown 
retailers, boutiques and 
restaurants this summer.

Shear Designs and 
Boutique will host coun-
try artists Brandi Behlen 
and Kendra Krupala.

For more informa-
tion of upcoming Main 
Street events, please go 
to https://www.gonzales.
texas.gov/p/depart-
ments/main-street and 
its Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/
GonzalesMainStreet.

Main Street hosting Shop 
and Stroll event June 22

Gonzales, Main Street 
to celebrate 4th of July
STAFF REPORT

Gonzales will cel-
ebrate the United States’ 
independence with the 
annual Fourth of July 
Star-Spangled Spectacu-
lar celebration at Inde-
pendence Square Tues-
day, July 4, presented by 
Gonzales Main Street.

Gonzales — and other 
communities throughout 
all 50 states — will be 
celebrating 247 years of 
the United States declaring 
its independence over the 

British in 1776.
Last year’s event had a 

kid’s bike parade, bounce 
houses, face painting, live 
entertainment, and food 
& merch vendors.

The Fourth of July cel-
ebration will close out with 
its annual fireworks show.

A schedule of the 2023 
Fourth of July activities 
has not yet been released. 
For updates on the event, 
please go to Main Street’s 
Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/Gon-
zalesMainStreet.

GonzalesInquIrer.com

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County 
commissioners agreed 
Monday, June 12, to 
advertise in the Gonza-
les Inquirer this week 
for people interested in 
being on the county’s 
Historical Commission.

This will be the first 
time the county has ad-
vertised a position avail-
able for appointment on 
a board or commission 
since the court adopted 
a policy in April requir-
ing all future positions 
to be advertised so the 
public could can have 
the opportunity to apply.

Applications can be 
picked up at County 
Judge Pat Davis’ office 
in the Gonzales County 
Courthouse. Commis-
sioners agreed upon 
a deadline of 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 21, 
for applications to be 
returned to the judge’s 
office so they can be 
shared with Histori-
cal Commission Chair 
Glenda Gordon prior to 
the next court meeting 
on June 26, when the 
court will formally ap-

point two new commis-
sion members.

Gordon appeared 
before the court Mon-
day in anticipation that 
they might appoint at 
least one of the candi-
dates she had previously 
brought before commis-
sioners.

Commissioners had 
tabled the appointments 
to the GCHC at their 
April 24 meeting with 
the understanding that 
their new policy regard-
ing advertising appoint-
ments would apply to 
the Historical Commis-
sion.

However, as of June 
12, the open positions 
had not been advertised 
formally yet in the news-
paper — something that 
did not happen until this 
edition of the Inquirer. 
Also, the way the agenda 
was written did not al-
low commissioners to 
take action on what was 
simply an update on 
the Historical Commis-
sion by Gordon, which 
included a document 
explaining the expecta-
tions the Texas Histori-
cal Commission has for 
new appointees as well 
as a copy of the board 

member application cre-
ated by the county.

The court assured 
Gordon that once the 
position had formally 
been advertised in the 
Inquirer, they would be 
able to take action and 
the candidates who had 
already applied for the 
position still would be 
considered for the ap-
pointment. They noted 
that this first time would 
likely create some grow-
ing pains.

“It’s going to be a 
little hard to start with 
but once we get this 
one done, it should go 
smoother in the future,” 
said Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Donnie Brzo-
zowski.

“Right, this one is still 
tedious because we’ve 
already had some can-
didates’ names, but we 
have to do the process,” 
Precinct 4 Commis-
sioner Collie Boatright 
agreed.

County advertising Historical Commission openings
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

June 17th-18th – J and K Productions

June 18th-24th – National Junior
Santa Gertrudis Show

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

GONZALES LIVESTOCK 
REPORT
June 10
Cattle: 1084
Compared to our last sale: 
Number 1 choice calves and 
yearlings sold steady. Less 
quality calves and yearlings 
sold steady. Packer cows 
sold steady & bulls sold 
steady. 
Stocker-feeder Steers: 
Medium and large-frame No. 
1: 150-300 lbs., 310-315; 300-
400 lbs., 300-305; 400-500 
lbs., 259-290; 500-600 lbs., 
225-245; 600-700 lbs, 215-
220; 700-800 lbs, 185-212.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 
80-115.
Stocker-feeder Heifers: 
Medium and large from No. 1: 
150-300 lbs., 260-285; 300-
400 lbs., 245-255; 400-500 
lbs., 225-235; 500-600 lbs., 
205-219; 600-700 lbs., 183-
198
Packer Cows: Good lean utili-
ty and commercial, 78-88; 
Cutters, 92-103; Canners, 
52-77; High yielding fat cows, 
88-95.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 
2, good heavy bulls, 112-127; 
Light weights and medium 
quality bulls, 97-110.
Stockers Cows: $750 to 
$1,700.
Pairs: $1,100 to $1,900. 

NIXON LIVESTOCK
June 12
Cattle – 1265
Steers:
200-300 lbs – $262-320
300-400 lbs - $234-325
400-500 lbs - $222-295
500-600 lbs - $212-290
600-700 lbs - $193-251
700-800 lbs - $182-230
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $220-290
300-400 lbs - $219-290
400-500 lbs - $207-280
500-600 lbs - $196-257
600-700 lbs - $182-295
700-800 lbs – $161-192
Slaughter Cows - $45-101
Slaughter Bulls - $89-126
Stocker Cows – $600-1100
Pairs: $1225-1700
We will be closed on July 3, 
2023!!!

CUERO LIVESTOCK 
MARKET REPORT
June 9, 2023
Number of head 1,481
There were 162 cows and 29 
bulls. The packer market on 
cows and bulls remained fully 
steady with recent weeks lev-
els. Demand continues very 
strong keeping prices high.
The calf market was very 
steady with last week’s big 
rise in values. Some of the 
heavier weights were a little 
lower on the top end while 
lighter and middle weights 
were trending higher. Once 
again it was a very strong 
market across the board.
Packer bulls:     108.00-127.00
Packer cows: 
canners & cutters      85.00-
101.00
poor & weak     30.00-50.00
Palpated: 26 BRED 100.00-
159.00
PAIRS: 1   $1,675
Steer Calves:     (AVG-HIGH)
Under 200 lbs. NONE
200-249 lbs. NONE    
250-299 lbs.     299.00-300.00
300-350 lbs.     238.00-304.00
350-400 lbs.     262.00-304.00
400-450 lbs.     251.00-302.00
450-500 lbs.     239.00-285.00
500-550 lbs.     233.00-262.00
550-600 lbs.     224.00-252.00
600-700 lbs.     209.00-232.00
700-800 lbs.      197.00-206.00
Bull Calves:     (AVG-HIGH)
Under 250lbs    274.00-312.00
250-300 lbs.     251.00-306.00
300-350 lbs.     262.00-306.00
350-400 lbs.      253.00-300.00
400-450 lbs.     239.00-310.00
450-500 lbs.     230.00-290.00
500-550 lbs.     218.00-250.00
550-600 lbs.     215.00-236.00 
600-700 lbs     201.00-220.00
Over 700 lbs.    170.00-205.00
Heifer Calves:      (AVG-HIGH)

under 200 lbs.   260.00-292.00
200-250 lbs.     252.00-280.00
250-300 lbs     248.00-278.00
300-350 lbs.     244.00-267.00
350-400 lbs.     244.00-300.00
400-450 lbs.     220.00-254.00
450-500 lbs     217.00-268.00
500-550 lbs     210.00-252.00
550-600 lbs.      199.00-233.00 
600-700 lbs.     188.00-220.00 
Over 700 lbs     168.00-193.00

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION CO., INC.
Sale date: June 6
Cattle on hand: 1630
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: 
$76-100
Utility & Fat Cows: $72-97
Low dressing canner cows: 
$55-75
Poor/Weak: $48-58
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $115-127
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $104-
116
Lightweight Canner Bulls: 
$92-104
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & 
Heifers: NONE
Medium Stocker Cows & 
Heifers: $1050-1400
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: 
NONE
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: 
$1300-1700
Stocker & Feeder Calves & 
Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $240-315
200-300 lbs.: $245-315
300-400 lbs.: $240-320
400-500 lbs.: $230-315
500-600 lbs.: $210-260
600-700 lbs.: $198-232.50
700-800 lbs.: $180-220
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $220-295
200-300 lbs.: $220-285
300-400 lbs.: $215-280
400-500 lbs.: $210-265
500-600 lbs.: $195-255
600-700 lbs.: $188-225
700-800 lbs: $170-205

Replacement Heifers:
350-750 lbs.: $220-290
The calf market was higher 
again this week. Heavier 
weights classes sold $3 to $5 
higher while the lither weights 
sold $6 to $10 higher. 
Demand is extremely good. 
Packer cows & bulls sold 
steady to strong on approxi-
mately 200 head.

SEGUIN CATTLE CO. 
MARKET REPORT
June 7
Quality not as deep, but mar-
ket steady all the way 
through. Packer cows & bulls 
steady.
Cattle – 662
Sheep & goats – 877
Medium & large frame #1 
Steers:
200-300 lb. .80-2.07-3.40
300-400 lb. .60-1.94-2.93
400-500 lb. .70-2.12-3.05
500-600 lb. .80-1.95-2.77
600-700 lb. .90-1.80-2.30
700-850 lb. 1.30-1.71-2.06
Medium & large frame #1 
Heifers:
200-300 lb. 1.25-1.92-3.45
300-400 lb. 1.30-2.16-2.68
400-500 lb. .55-1.98-2.52
500-600 lb. .65-1.82-2.21
600-750 lb. 1.00-1.78-2.10
Cows:
Utility & commercial – .80-.94-
1.07
Cutters – .75-.82-.90
Canners – .60-.67-.75
Palpated cow – 725-1200 
Cow/Calf Pairs – 1500-1900
Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding – 1.15-
1.26
Light & Low Yielding – 1.05-
1.14
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies – 80-280
Kid Goats (Fat) – 2.80-3.50
Wethers -2.25-3.40
Billies – 1.80-2.35
Dorp. Ewes  - 30-130
Dorp. Lambs (Fat) – 1.80-2.35
Wooled Ewes –  90-120
Wooled Bucks – 1.00-1.80
Lambs – 1.70-2.30
Barb. Bucks – NONE

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

Garden
Q&A

Q.  Our St Augustine 
finally started growing 
aggressively but now it is 
turning yellow! What do 
you think is the problem 
and how can we deal 

with it?
A. It sounds like the 

problem is iron chlorosis 
which is quite common 
now. The good news is 
that it will eventually 

cure itself as the summer 
progresses. The grass is 
temporaily growing faster 
than it can uptake the 
required iron and nitro-
gen. If left on its own the 
growth rate will decline 
to the point where it has 
adequate iron and nitro-
gen to support the growth 
rate. A better option may 
be to spray the grass 
blades with a chelated 
iron product or apply 
a product such as Iron 
Plus.  It will even work to 
dissolve some iron sulfate 
in water and spray the 
foliage. 

Q. Tell us again about 
growing Southern peas  
in the garden this sum-
mer. 

A. Southern peas 
are easy to grow in the 
vegetable garden in the 
summer and they are 
productive and fill the 
space to reduce weeds 
such as Bermuda grass 
from growing in the sum-
mer vegetable garden.  
Obtain seeds from your 
favorite nursery. I like 
the purple hull. Black eye 
peas or creams best. You 
can harvest the bean like 
pods and use them like 
green beans or you can 

let them dry in the pod 
and shell them for hot 
dish type recipes. 

Q. On your radio show 
you were talking about 
two kinds of milkweed 
being available at area 
nurseries. One was a na-
tive milkweed and one 
was the tropical milk-
weed. You said the tropi-
cal milkweed was better 
liked as an egg-laying 
site for Monarchs and 
Queens. Why wouldn’t 
the native milkweed be 
better?

A. There are lots of 
native milkweeds, most 
are just as favored for 
a egg-laying site as the 
tropical milkweed ( A. 
curassavica).  Unfortu-
nately the native Butter-
fly Weed Milkweed ( A. 
tuberosa) is not a favorite 
egg-laying site.   It is easy 
to grow, the flowers are 
attractive and the nectar 
produced is liked by 
the Monarchs but the 
internal chemicals are 
not as potent as other 
milkweeds.  Without 
the potent chemicals 
to be internalized, the 
Monarchs would lose 
their undesirable taste to 
predators. 

CALVIN 
FINCH

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

On Saturday, April 29, 
2023, Waelder 4-H club 
member and Waelder 
Independent School 
District high school ju-
nior Hayley Delossantos 
received her goat from 
the Prairie View Goat 
Giveaway Committee. 

The program is de-
signed to promote goat 
husbandry for the 4-H 
program.  Winners are re-
quired to provide a safe, 
loving home and cultivate 
the desire to learn about 
raising goats.

Hayley won Reserve 
Champion and Show-
manship with her poultry 
project at the 2022 
Waelder Livestock Show. 
She is excited to embark 
on a new 4-H project. 
Hayley plans to show her 
goat named Oreo at the 
2023 Waelder Livestock 

Show.
A special thank you to 

Savannah Harrington, the 
Prairie View Agriculture 
and Natural Resources 
Extension Agent from 
Gonzales County, for 
making this opportu-
nity available. Thank 
you also to Dora Noyola, 
Waelder 4-H Club Leader, 
and Gayle Bludau, 4-H 
Coordinator for Gonzales 
County for writing letters 
of recommendation. Matt 
Miranda, Guadalupe 
County Agent, and Kayla 
Childs, 4-H Volunteer, 
also played a role in as-
sisting Hayley to receive 
the goat.

“It is so satisfying to 
see Hayley with her goat 
Oreo,” Harrington said. 
“Hayley has set some 
excellent goals with her 
project. I hope other 4-H 
members will take advan-
tage of similar opportuni-
ties in the future.”

Waelder student 
receives goat from 
Prairie View A&M

with
Yellowing St. Augustine should cure 
itself over course of the summer

Find out 
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about
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GonzalesTheThe InquirerInquirer
OUR 160TH YEAR          SERVING GONZALES COUNTY



Dear Gonzales Inquirer,
I am Yazmin Almendarez. I 

attended scholarship night on May 
22, 2023 at the Gonzales Junior High 
Auditorium.

At the event I was awarded the 
Sue Grauke Memorial Scholarship 
in the amount of $1,000. I’m writing 
to you today to thank you and 
show my gratitude for the gracious 
scholarship that was awarded to me.

Thank you to the Gonzales 
Inquirer for being able to fund 
this scholarship. I am overjoyed 
and grateful that I was given this 
scholarship. Thank you, this means 
so much to me.

I am finally getting steps closer 
to achieving my goals of being able 
to attend and study at Texas State 
University in San Marcos Texas. At 
Texas State University I will study 
finance, so that I can strive to work 
as a financial manager when I finish 
college. This amazing gift and op-
portunities that I was granted will 
truly set me off to a great start in my 
future.

I will forever be appreciative and 
thankful for all the privileges I was 
given and the assistance that has 
helped me along the way. May God 
bless you all and everyone around 
you, as the way I was blessed with 
y’alls helpfulness for my future in 
college. Thank you all again and for 
taking the time to read this

Sincerely,
Yazmin Almendarez

Editor’s Note: Congratulations, 
Yazmin, and best wishes for all your 
future endeavors!
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to 
encourage reader participation on 
its Opinion page. Diverse and varied 
opinions are welcomed. Because of 
space limitations, we must limit all 
contributors to one letter per person 
per month. Letters of 400 words or less 
will be published unless they contain 
language or content that the editors feel is 
inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales 
County, from a resident of Gonzales 
County, or in response to a story that 
appears in print or online in The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause 
letters to be rejected include the 
following:

• Confusing or unclear points.
• Crude language.
• Poor taste.
• Disrespectful comments regarding 

a group’s or individual’s ethnicity, gender, 
religion, culture, sexual orientation or 
race.

• Other incendiary language or 
remarks.

• Endorsements for or complaints 
about individually named commercial 
products or services.

• Poetry.
• Personal attacks.
• “Thank You” letters that go beyond 

general thanks to the community; attempt 
to serve as an advertisement for a 
company, individual or political party; or 
is submitted in lieu of a paid “Thank You” 
advertisement.

During periods ahead of an election, 
The Inquirer does not accept letters to 
the editor urging voters to vote for or 
against candidates in local elections. 
Endorsements should be displayed in 
political advertising. In light of this policy, 
we reserve the right to reject or edit 
letters for references to candidates and 
whether or not they should be elected. 
The Inquirer will accept letters expressing 
views on bond measures, constitutional 
amendments and other such issues. 
Letters will not be accepted once early 
voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish 
factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the 
newspaper will be published. Letters to 
a third party or those written to more 
than one newspaper are not accepted. 
“Wallpaper” – submissions that are 
in large part copied-and-pasted from 
another author or organization – will not 
be published.

Letters written in response to other 
letter writers should address the issue at 
hand. Discourse should be civil and people 
should be referred to in a respectful 
manner. Letters referring to news stories 
should also mention the headline and date 
of publication.

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer’s street address or route 
address telephone number, which will be 
used for verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.

com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul 

Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please 
bring in a digital format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to 
Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.

Letters to the Editor 
Policy

Uncle Mort: 
Consultant 
in waiting…
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My aged Uncle Mort some-
times stumbles across what 
he calls “business opportuni-

ties,” not unlike hogs stumbling over 
acorns every now and again.

He claims that an epiphany experi-
enced during a recent Sam’s Club visit 
has led to his dusting off a rarely-used 
business card indicating that he is a 
“consultant.”

I’m not sure anyone should bill 
himself or herself until others opt to 
engage their services, but Mort figures 
that when he reveals his “can’t miss” 
suggestions to Sam’s management, he 
will be signed on post haste….

Upon entering Sam’s Club on a 
recent week night, he thought about 
Sam Walton, founder of Walmart and 
perhaps the inspiration for big box 
Sam’s Club stores that entered the 
retail race with a single store in 1983, 
21 years after Walmart began.

*****
He also thought of Sam’s wife, 

Helen, who is credited with coining 
the slogan Walton stores continue to 
promote. Maybe you have seen the 
words splashed across their store 
walls: “It’s not what you gather, but 
what you scatter that tells what kind of 
life you have lived.”

Anyways, Mort marveled at the 
smooth-as-silk atmosphere up and 
down most aisles.  There was one 
exception, and it was the food court, 
where down-to-earth prices attracted 
long lines of customers….

*****
Maybe the gathering is unavoidable. 

I mean, where else can one purchase 
a hot dog and what amounts to a “bot-
tomless cup” of soft drink for $1.45.

Mort is pretty sure that the “scat-
tering” can be minimized if Sam’s re-
searchers can come up with mustard/
mayonnaise/relish packets that can be 
opened without yard sheers, chisels 
or TNT. “Dry cleaners have got to love 
it,” Mort joked. “It’s a rare person who 
can eat a hog dog without staining 
clothes, and in some cases, shoes get 
the treatment because many packets 
are stepped on. They may be dropped, 
or perhaps thrown floorward by folks 
who simply can’t get them open.”

Mort says his recommendations will 
be simple and to the point. He wants 
to explain that several companies have 
long known that contents are readily 
accessible because of a small slit in a 
corner of each packet. Can’t condi-
ment companies do the same thing? 
And if patrons can dress their hotdogs 
more quickly, wouldn’t this enhance 
the scattering of customers to other 
areas of the store?...

*****
Referencing relish caused Mort to 

hearken back to one of his earlier sug-
gestions that never got traction.

In his youth, he thought he’d come 
up with a sure-fire way to “make pick-
les cuter.” Mort recommended turning 
pickle seeds inside out before plant-
ing. He reasoned that so doing would 
cause the pickles to have dimples 
instead of warts….

*****
‘Tis the season for young entrepre-

neurs to begin their retail pursuits by 
setting up makeshift lemonade stands 
in their neighborhoods. 

Back in the day, youngsters living 
across the street from each other set 
up competing stands, one offering 
lemonade for five cents a cup. Across 
the street, a slightly larger sign made 
for longer lines of patrons. It read: 
“All the lemonade you can drink for 
a nickel.” When the first customer 
emptied his cup, he requested another. 
The youngster said, “That’ll cost you 
another nickel.”

The man countered, pointing to the 
“all-you-can-drink-for-a-nickel” sign. 
But the young entrepreneur was ready 
for him: “You are right, sir. But one cup 
is all you can drink for a nickel.”…

*****
Speaking of concessions, fans of 

the NBA no doubt are scratching their 
heads about the paucity of women 
referees in the play-offs. 

During the regular season, it was not 
uncommon to see women officiating 
games. I’ve seen parts of virtually all 
play-off games and have yet to see a 
woman official.

I don’t mean to be a whistleblower 
about no women whistleblowers, but 
I’m just saying next season may be 
different….
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How I Helped
Write about a time you helped 
someone else. How did it feel?

Long ago, _________ your great-grandparents 
were born, some Americans could legally own 
other people. They called the ___________ 
they owned slaves. 

Slaves did not have freedoms that people 
enjoy today. They could not ________ where 
they wanted. They could not live where they 

wanted. They could not work where they 
wanted. Slavery was cruel and __________.

Even though President Abraham Lincoln 
___________ the Emancipation Proclamation 
in 1862 freeing all slaves, it took three ______ 
and a Civil War to finally make it __________.

Juneteenth marks the day in 1865 that U.S. 
soldiers took __________ in Galveston, Texas 
and the last slaves were finally freed.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

The Fight for Freedom
Replace the missing words.

Juneteenth 
Scavenger Hunt

Standards Link: Use the newspaper to 
locate information.

Look through the newspaper 
and find the letters that spell 

Juneteenth. Cut out the letters 
and glue them onto a piece of 
paper and decorate! Post your 

Juneteenth picture in a window 
so people outside can see it.

Juneteenth is the newest federal holiday in the United States. 
President Biden signed the legislation that officially made Juneteenth 

a federal holiday in 2021.

Juneteenth 
celebrates 

the ending of 
slavery in the United 
States and was first 

celebrated by African 
Americans 

in 1866. 

Juneteenth is celebrated on June 19th. Juneteenth 
combines the word June and the word nineteenth.

The Juneteenth flag was created to celebrate the end 
of slavery and a hopeful future. Color by numbers to 
complete the flag.

B G H A F LT V R E W S V T J O L N

Each year, the Juneteenth flag is raised in a special 
ceremony in this city in Texas. Circle every other 
letter to discover the name of this city.

Juneteenth Celebrations
How many di�erences can 

you �nd between these 
two pictures?

          People celebrate Juneteenth in many ways. 
 Some people have parties and there are parades. 
Some make memorials thanking the people who fought for 
the end of slavery.

While Juneteenth celebrates the freedom, or emancipation, 
of enslaved African Americans in the United States, it’s a 
great day for everyone to celebrate their freedoms.

America’s Newest National Holiday
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Use the code to reveal some of the other names 
for Juneteenth.

A Holiday with 
Many Names
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Celebration!
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can you �nd? H
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WHO Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Work with a family member to write about why each of 
the freedoms below is important to you.

The freedom to share our opinions with 
others is important because:

The freedom to be friends with who we wish 
is important because:

The freedom to live where we want is 
important because:

The freedom to read what we want is 
important because:

The freedom to travel where we want is 
important because:

Why is it called Juneteenth?

The Juneteenth Flag

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Sanya today for sizes and pricing! Sanya.Simmons@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Find out what all your friends are talking about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.
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CONTRIBUTED
The winning team from the June 7 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf Course in Gonzales were, 
from left, Steve Neece, Randall Dupree, Ryan Lee, Chad Childs, Jarrid Boehm and Roy Staton.

CONTRIBUTED
The second-place team from the June 7 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf Course in Gonzales 
were, from left, Bill Kessler, Mike Higginbotham, Zack Reed, Ron Darilek and Ronnie DuBose. 

GOLF SCRAMBLE WINNERS

Apaches begin 
offseason program

Mustangs 
compete in 
Linemen 
challenge
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs line-
men are heading to state for the 
Linemen Challenge.

The Mustangs competed in San 
Marcos for the regional linemen 
challenge.

Linemen Noah Jenks, Adolfo 
Vasquez, Gracen Martin, Allen 
Espino, Ryan Paez, Davian Ramos, 
Miguel Valerie, Jesus Espino and 
Gavino Moreno all competed in a 
variety of challenges.

The Mustangs will compete in 
the state linemen challenge in 
Abilene at Hardin Simmons Uni-
versity Saturday, June 24.

STAFF REPORT
The Gonzales Apaches 

kicked off their summer 
program last week for their 
Strength and Speed Camp 
for the incoming seventh 
through 12th graders.

Almost 200 student 
athletes signed up for the 
summer program, according 
to Athletic Director and 
head football coach Joey 
Rivera on his Twitter.

The training focused 
only on strength and speed 
instruction and exercises 
as stated in the  camp’s 
description.

“Emphasis will focus on 
speed, strength, and agility 
drills for all athletes start-
ing at 8:30 a.m. From 10:00 
a.m.- 11:30 a.m. athletes 
will be able to participate 
in skills sessions with their 

individual sports.” from the 
sign up website.

The camp kicked off 
Monday, June 5 and will last 
to Thursday, July 20.

For more information 
where to sign up to 
the summer athletic 
program, visit: https://t.
co/3MQCsezpWi.

CONTRIBUTED
The Gonzales Apaches and Lady Apaches basketball players warm up their skills at the old high school 
gym for the 2023 summer program. 

Top: The Mustangs competed 
in several different stages for 

the Linemen Challenge at San 
Marcos Saturday, June 10.

Bottom: Mustangs junior Ryan 
Paez carries bags of weights 
as part of the events for the 

Linemen Challenge at San 
Marcos.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Above: More than 
200 Gonzales High 
School and Junior 
High School athletes 
attended the summer 
program for seventh 
through 12th graders. 
Left: The Gonzales 
Apaches athletes hit 
the weight room for 
the 2023 summer 
program. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

CONTRIBUTED
The Gonzales Lady Apaches future and present volleyball players 
listen to their coaches in the summer program at the Apache gym.

The 
Mustangs 
linemen 
push a 
horizontal 
blocking 
dummy 
as part 
the 
Linemen 
Challenge 
in San 
Marcos 
Saturday, 
June 10.

CONTRIBUTED
The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs Linemen competed in the Linemen Challenge in 
San Marcos Saturday, June 10. The Mustangs punched their ticket to the state 
Linemen Challege at Hardin Simmons University Saturday, June 24 in Abilene. 
Front: left to right: Ryan Paez, Davian Ramos, Miguel Valerie, Jesus Espino, 
Gavino Moreno and Back: left to right Noah Jenks, Adolfo Vasquez, Gracen 
Martin, and Allen Espino. 

Above: Mustangs senior Miguel Valerie 
does agility drills as part of the Linemen 

Challenge in San Marcos.
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The Gonzales Inquirer will be closed on

Tuesday, July 4, 2023
in observance of Independence Day. 

The deadline for all advertising and editorial copy
in the July 6 edition is Noon on Monday, July 3.

Have a safe and happy holiday from The Gonzales Inquirer staff!

622 St. Paul St. • Gonzales, TX 78629
(830) 672-2861  • www.gonzalesinquirer.com

An Invitation to Heroic Fatherhood
Men of Gonzales… It’s time for a Revolution! 

In 1836, William Barrett Travis wrote: 
“I call on you in the name of Liberty, of patriotism & everything dear to the American character, to 
come to our aid, with all dispatch.”  

I am no great soldier, no great leader…but I am calling on you in the name of God, for you and 
your children, for liberty and patriotism and everything dear to you, a Texan, to come on Father’s 
Day, with all dispatch.

I have watched the suffering of the children in our cities, towns and throughout Texas. I have stood 
by and done nothing. But as I was sitting in the pew last Sunday at the Episcopal church, alongside 
other believers in the grace of Christ, I found myself asking God to heal our world.  I felt a sense 
of responsibility, of duty. It was placed upon my heart to invite you, the Fathers of our children, to 
come and worship together, as fathers, as families, on Father’s Day.   
Yes, I know you’ve heard it before… you’re always welcome to church, but this is an invitation to 
YOU, the FATHERS of our children, to take that step that you need to make to start improving 
your own lives and the lives of your children. 

In 1836, the men of Gonzales were called upon to fight for our freedom.  I am calling upon you 
again, to begin a new revolution, on Father’s Day.   
For Father’s Day, ask your children to join you and come to church, come back to church, or come 
to church for the first time. You’re invited, come join me. 
For too long, I’ve stood by, not knowing what to do, what to say, how to say it, but wanting to do 
something.  

Through Kairos, a prison ministry, I’ve seen and listened to the stories of men who grew up
without a father, who grew up without knowing about God, they needed their fathers in their lives.  
Your children, young and old, need you, their father, to take up the yoke of responsibility, to lead, 
to follow, to worship, together.

You want to be Invited? The invitation is not only open; it is being thrust upon you by your sons and 
daughters, by your families and friends, by your fellow fathers!   
Perhaps things haven’t been great between you, perhaps you haven’t seen your children in a while, 
perhaps there is some anger and pain there, some abandonment, but there is also love in there, 
hidden but not forgotten.  It’s time to take up that yoke, and be a father to your children.  

The invitation is open… Invite your children, your wife, their mother, to come with you to church 
on Father’s Day.  Start anew, through Christ; be freed of the shackles of your past, and start anew.  

Will it be easy? No, it may be the very hardest request you’ve ever made of them, but it will be a 
blessing.  Ask your children to leave their phones at home, and come join you at church on Father’s 
Day. Start the Revolution!   
Was I the “perfect” father? No, I was not, but you don’t have to be perfect, you just need to be there.  
They aren’t asking for perfection, they just need YOU! But we have to stick together. God’s family 
sticks together! And we, Men of Gonzales, no matter our color or creed, our history or language, 
we live in this beautiful land together. We live as neighbors. As family. As God’s family.  Come, join 
me, You’re invited!  
Let’s begin a Revolution in Gonzales, let it spread throughout the Great State of Texas, reclaiming 
our call to heroic fatherhood. It started here in 1836– and it can start here again.  
Clip this invitation out of the paper. Post it everywhere you can; social media, the office, the store, the 
church…the bars, so that every father can hear the call. Spread the word throughout our beautiful 
land!  

Come join us in celebrating heroic fatherhood on Father’s Day, in church, your church, my church, 
it doesn’t matter, just come! Bring your children for the love and meaning that is only offered by 
God, our heavenly Father.  
If you don’t have a father in your life, please come, you’re invited.  If you have the fortitude where 
your father does not, call him, and invite him to church on Father’s Day. You’re invited.  Mothers, 
we need you to be strong and support your children.  Invite their father to come join you and the 
children at church on Father’s Day.  You’re all invited.   
Men of Gonzales, You have been called; will you respond again?  Will you again be the men of
Texas that lead us to freedom, to capture heroic fatherhood?

Your children need you to be their Father. Come celebrate with them on Father’s Day in the
presence of our Heavenly Father.  

YOU’RE ALL INVITED!    
W. B. Travis continued, “I am determined to sustain myself as long as possible & die like a soldier 
who never forgets what is due to his own honor & that of his country.”     
I am determined to sustain myself as long as possible and die like a father who never forgets what 
is due to his own honor & that of his children. 

There is no greater purpose in life than to God and your children.  
I’ll see you on Sunday, the 18th of June, our Father’s Day. God be with us all.   
Sincerely, 
Ross Tieken, 58 years old, a Gonzales County Resident

A God-loving Father, friend, husband, Texan.

The Grace Christian Academy Class of 2023 graduated last 
month. Seniors who received their diplomas include Slone 
Gibson, Aimee Naylor and Belinda Seng.

PHOTOS BY IZ PHOTOGRAPHY

GRACE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
CLASS OF 2023

Tri-County Umpire’s 
Day on tap June 17 
at Shiner Brewery
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Tri-County Softball Umpires and the Tri-
County Baseball Umpires will be celebrating the end 
of the season on Saturday, June 17 from 2 p.m. to 
closing at the Shiner Brewery.  They would also like 
to invite all the softball and baseball coaches from 
the schools that Tri-County serves. 

Basically, the brewery is open to the public and 
the group would love to socialize with all the fans 
in the Tri-County area. It’s really hard to attract and 
keep umpires, so if anyone wants to show their grati-
tude, please show up and show your support. For 
the most part umpiring is a thankless job, so yes, an 
appreciative gesture may help. Come out and get to 
know these men and women. Also, anyone that may 
be thinking of umpiring, come and meet on Satur-
day, June, 17.  

Tri-County has some of the best umpires in the 
state. As well as officials, the Tri-County Area show-
cases some of the best baseball and softball in the 
state too. Both the Tri-County Softball Chapter and 
the Tri-County Baseball Chapter are relatively small, 
only covering plus or minus of a dozen schools each 
year, but the quality of baseball and softball in the 
Tri-County area is exceptional.

Some quick research indicates that a state champi-
on or two in baseball has been from this area over 50 
percent of the time since the late 1970s. In softball, 
since 1997 when the UIL added the smaller clas-
sifications, the Tri-County area has had more than 
30 teams at the state tournament. Over 50 percent of 
these teams brought home state championships. Of 
the 2 TAPP Schools they cover, year in and year out, 
they have teams at their state tournaments as well as 
state championships in both baseball and softball.

The quality of both baseball and softball as well 
as our officials are excellent in the Tri-County area, 
so if you want to talk softball or baseball and to have 
just a good ole’ fashion time, then they will see you 
Saturday, June 17 at the Shiner Brewery starting at 2 
p.m. There will be BBQ and drinks to be purchased, 
tours available, and live musical entertainment.

Visit Us Online at GOnzalesinqUirer.cOm



HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

210
MISC. SERVICES

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

GONZALES
INQUIRER

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

470
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE
850

HELP WANTED
850

HELP WANTED
850

HELP WANTED
850

HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

055
ESTATE SALES

055
ESTATE SALES

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

440
FURNITURE

850
HELP WANTED

050
GARAGE SALES

050
GARAGE SALES
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650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low, 
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation 
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager 

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero 
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

400
DIRT, GRAVEL

WE HAVE SE-
LECT fill, wash 
rock for land-
scape, septic 
rock & pea gravel 
for sale. Bob-
cat Driver also 
needed. For more 
information, con-
tact Randall, 361-
243-6908, Durrett 
Sand & Gravel.

ADVERTISE OR 
SUBSCRIBE!
830-672-2861

YARD SALE: 
FRIDAY & Sat-
urday, June 16th 
& 17th, 8am-?, 
1515 N. Hamilton 
St. Educational 
material (teach-
ers, elementary), 
clothes, refrigera-
tor (brand new), 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
center & other 
treasures.

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SERVIC-
ES. Skid Steer 
Service. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale.  
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

MARIO BERMEA 
TREE SERVICE 
Home-830-587-
6235 or Cell 512-
923-4650.  IN-
SURED. Over 30 
years experience. 
S p e c i a l i z i n g 
in: Residential, 
Ranch and River-
front.

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
or visit us online at

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Showcase your stuff
for sale in the Classifieds!

PART TIME DIG-
ITIZING tapes, 
editing video, 
flexible hours, 
computer experi-
ence, will train, 
office is in Gon-
zales, Call  541-
915-2213 for in-
formation.

THE TEXAN IS 
looking for a Full 
time Maintenance 
Director. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. Hap-
py Hen location is 
looking for Ship-
ping and Receiv-
ing,  Palletizer. 
Benefits include: 
Vacation, Sick 
leave, Hosp. Ins., 
Dental, Vision, 
401K, ESOP. Ap-
ply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the for the clinical 

setting of the ADN and VN 

Nursing Programs.  Adjunct 

Instructors are needed at our 

Victoria campus as well as 

in the Gonzales, Cuero, and 

Hallettsville locations.  For more 

information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and 

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions

Part-time Instructor 
needed for
CDL Truck

Driving Course
to be held at the

VC Gonzales Center.
In partnership with HCC

For details contact
Melissa Robinson at

(361) 573-3291, ext. 3461. 

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

Instructor needed to teach Certified 
Pharmacy Technician course at the 

Gonzales facility.  Classes begin 
in August 2022.  Prefer minimum 
of one year experience.  For more 

information call (361) 572-6446 or email 
HealthCareers@VictoriaCollege.edu.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following posi-
tion: Full Time: 
C.N.A., all shifts; 
LVN, all shifts, 
full-time, with a 
$1000 Sign On 
and Referral Bo-
nus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

FOR SALE: KING 
size mattress 
& boxspring by 
Simmons Black 
Beauty Rest with 
electronic mecha-
nism, adjustable 
frame. Manufac-
tured January of 
2019. Real good 
shape. Call for 
information, 830-
857-5662, ask for 
John.

FOR SALE: 2 
walkers for sale. 
1 is 28” wide, 1 
is 14” wide. Call 
830-339-1392 for 
more information.

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

Netardus One Day 
Estate Sale

Saturday June 17th
from 9a-4p

1330 Donovan Street
in Gonzales, TX

No early birds, prices given
prior OR presales!

Follow:
www.facebook.com/comeandorganizeit

for info, updates and photos!

Queen, Full & Twin Bed, Couch, Coffee 
Table, End Tables, Desk, 2 Rockers, Arm 

Chairs, Dining Table, Vintage Stanley
Bedroom Set, Hall Tree, Kitchen Items, 

Washer & Dryer, Chest Freezer, Shelves, Wall 
Art, Cookbooks & Religious Books, Children 
Toys & Clothes, Children’s Play House, Yard 

Tools and SOOOO MUCH MORE!

501 St. James | Gonzales TX 78629
Office: 830–519–4132

DeLanna Allen: 830–857–0222
Caitlyn Boscamp: 830-203-0910

Meagan Campion: 830–857–5700
Heather Rodriguez: 830-351-0174

Julie Carreon: 512-393-9533
Esther Pena: 830-305-5288

Somer Simon: 281-690-6003
Jimmy Tuma: 210-387-8862

Macie Chrisman 361-648-6620
firstshotrealestate@gmail.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

Holmes Foods
has employment
opportunities at

multiple locations!
Let us help you find the best location and position for you.

HOLMES FOODS, INC.
101 S. Liberty Ave, Nixon, Tx 78140

Contact: Human Resources @ 830-582-1551
OR

Look us up on INDEED

FEEDMILL

2170 FM 108 S.

Gonzales, TX

FEEDMILLHarwood1047 CR 284Harwood, TX

   HATCHERY
5628 FM 1116
Gonzales, TX

PRODUCTION

101 S. Liberty

Nixon, TX

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1640

       E A T S
       A N E W
       T A X I
       S T O P
       H O M E B U I L D E R S
       I L A  U N D E R N E A T H
       G E  F I D O  A V E N U E
  S T A R C H  S I L O  A P O D  M D
  I S V A L O R A N D  G R E Y  W B O
    A S A N O L D  S O T S  P Y L E
     H U T T O  O W N S  F E L I S
     A S H E N S K I N  D R A I N
     D E E   A R M A N D A L E G
          L A S T O R Y
            U A W
            I K E
            T E N
            S A D       

June 8
Puzzle Answers

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

facebook.com/GonzalesInquirer
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900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

Click on the 
Classifi eds tab at

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

THEN
CLICK

ORDINANCE NO. O-2011-10-17
CITY OF NIXON, TEXAS

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING ORDINANACE 
OF THE CITY OF NIXON, TEXAS, PROHIBITING
THRU-TRUCK COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC;
PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING A
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY NOT
TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE HUNDRED
DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE;
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration 
for the Estate of Delores Zella, Deceased, were issued on 
May 31, 2023, in Cause No. PW23-0267, pending in the 
County Court of Gonzales County, Texas, to: Connie 
Schlinke Smart.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

 c/o: Raymond H. Reese
 Attorney at Law
 108 N. Esplanade Street
 P.O. box 841
 Cuero, TX 77954

DATED the 1st day of June, 2023 
 

 __________________________
 Raymond H. Reese
 Attorney for Connie Schlinke Smart
 State Bar No.: 16710250 
 108 N. Esplanade Street
 P.O. Box 841
 Cuero, TX 77954
 Telephone: (361) 275-5701
 Facsimile: (361) 275-2118
 E-mail: rhr@dietze-reese.com
 Assistant’s e-mail: ahemeon@dietze-reese.com

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION

CAUSE NO. AD23-0265
IN THE ESTATE OF JOHN ADNA EVANS, JR, DECEASED

TO ALL UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS
OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN ADNA EVANS, JR., DECEASED

Debbie Hanse, in the above numbered and entitled estate, filed on April 24, 2023 
an APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP AND FOR LETTERS OF
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION in the estate of John Adna Evans, Jr.,
Deceased, requesting that the Court determine who are the heirs and only
heirs of John Adna Evans, Jr., Deceased, and their respective shares and
interests in said estate, and appoint Debbie Hanse to serve as the Independent 
Administrator of said estate and grant letters of Independent Administration 
to same.

The Court may act on said Application and any opposition at any call of the docket 
on or after 10 o’clock A.M. on the first Monday next after the expiration of ten days 
from date of publication of this citation, at the Gonzales County Courthouse, 
414 St. Joseph St, Commissioners Courtroom, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 in 
Gonzales, Texas.

You are hereby cited to appear before this Honorable Court by filing a written 
contest or answer to said Application before the above stated time and date 
should you desire to do so. To ensure its consideration, you or your attorney 
must file any contest, objection, intervention, or response in  writing with the 
County Clerk of Gonzales County, Texas, on or before the above noted date and 
time.

Given under my hand and the seal of said Court at office in Gonzales, Texas, June 
12, 2023.

Lona Ackman, COUNTY CLERK
Gonzales County, Texas
427 Saint George St., STE 200
Gonzales, Texas 78629

By: ______________________
       Margie Zapata, Deputy

Plaintiff(s) Attorney;
Christie Ortman Fullilove
403 St. George
Gonzales, Texas 78629
Telephone: 830-672-9535
Email: cofullilove@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Gonzales County Historic Commission has positions
on their board available and Gonzales County is currently
taking applications to fill them. If you are interested in 
serving on this board please pickup or print an application
from the Gonzales County Website on the County
Commissioners page. The application form can also be 
picked up at the County Judges Office, 414 St. Joseph St, 
Gonzales, TX 78629 and must be returned to their office by 
email or in person before June 21, 2023 by 5:00 P.M.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Commissioners Court of Gonzales County Texas,
acting pursuant to §§ 251.152 and 545.351 of the Texas
Transportation Code, conducting a public hearing to receive
comment regarding the establishment of a uniform speed
limit of 35 miles per hour on all county maintained public
roads, and a 20 miles per hour speed limit on all county
maintained roads traversing urban districts, as defined by
§ 541.102 of the Texas Transportation Code. The hearing will 
be at the County of Gonzales Courthouse, 414 St. Joseph St, 
Commissioners Courtroom, Gonzales, TX. 78629 on June 26, 
2023 at 9:00 A.M.

Notice to Creditors
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Elsworth P. Bird, Deceased, were issued on April 
17, 2023, in Cause No. PW23-0260, pending in the County 
Court of Gonzales County, Texas, to: Debra P. Springs and 
Bruce Patteson.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is
currently being administered are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

 c/o: Debra P. Springs and Bruce Patteson
 1460 Highway 87 South
 Nixon, Texas 78141

DATED the ____ day of ______, 2023 

 __________________________
 Hunter H. Hewell
 Attorney for the Independent Co-Executors
 State Bar No.: 24120890 
 536 E. Court
 Seguin, TX 78155
 Telephone: (830) 386-3805
 Facsimile: (866) 465-6451
 E-mail: Hhewell@mgmspllc.com

Attention
Private Non-Profit Schools

You may be eligible to participate in services through 
Federal Programs. Please contact your local school district 
regarding participation in the planning and receipt of 
services through Federal Programs.  We would like to hear 
from you no later than July 14, 2023.

For more information, please contact: Jeff VanAuken, 
Nixon-Smiley CISD Superintendent of Schools, at 
830.582.1536, extension 102.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Melissa Jean McMillan Jones (also known as 
Melissa Jean Jones), Deceased, were issued on June 8, 2023, 
in Cause No. PW23-0264, pending in the County Court of 
Gonzales County, Texas, to:  Sarah Robertson (known in Will 
as Sarah Melissa McMillan).

All persons having claims against this Estate which is
currently being administered are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

 c/o: M. Elizabeth Raxter
 Attorney at Law
 705 State Park Rd.
 Lockhart, Texas 78644

DATED the 8th day of June, 2023 

 /s/ M. Elizabeth Raxter  
 M. Elizabeth Raxter
 Attorney for Sarah Robertson 
 (known in Will as Sarah Melissa McMillan)
 State Bar No.:  24050084
 705 State Park Rd.
 Lockhart, Texas 78644
 Telephone:  (512) 398-6996
 Facsimile:  (512) 668-4501
 E-mail:  eraxter@tx-elderlaw.com

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

(877) 333-7390 x58 • RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com

Beautiful hunting & recreational tracts
in a prime Brady, TX location. High speed internet!

BIG ACREAGE BARGAINS!
25 to 100+ Acres

from $4,995/Acre

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

TexSCAN Week of 
June 11-17, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

Big Acreage Bargains! 25 to 100+ acres from 
$4,995/acre. Add a newly constructed 2BR/2 
barndo shell for only $60,000 more. Beautiful 
hunting & recreational tracts in a prime Brady, TX 
location. High speed internet! 877-333-7390 x58,  
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com.

AUCTION
Farm/Retirement Auction, Thurs., June 22, 2023. 
Auction starts 9:31 a.m. Online bidding on Lots 
1-60 starts 11:01 a.m. 34470 S. 4400 Rd., Big Cabin, 
OK 74322. Running 2 rings all day: guns, vehicles, 
jeeps, tractors, hay equip., trailers, boat, side by side, 
lawnmowers, loaders, horse tack, overhead feed bin, 
cattle feeders, cattle panels, fencing supplies, welders, 
welding supplies, air compressors, tires & rims, tire 
machine, hunting/fishing gear, tool boxes & more. 
www.chuppsauction.com.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

EVENTS
Bluegrass on Ballad, Wylie, TX, Sat., June 24, 
Historic Downtown Wylie on Ballard Ave. Free 
event. Car Show 4-9 p.m., Arts & Crafts 10 a.m.-9 
p.m., Music 1-9 p.m. Pre-register for car show at 
DiscoverWylie.com. More info for arts and crafts 
vendors at WylieTexas.gov. 

NARO – National Association of Royalty 
Owners Convention, July 26-29, San Antonio, 
Learn How To Better Manage Your Minerals. Over 
19 sessions: ‘Mineral Law 101’,’How To Read 
Surveys & Plats’, ‘Property Transfers & Estate 
Planning’,’Operators: Friends or Enemies?’ Register  
online: WWW.NARO-US.ORG/EVENT-5151387. 
Call to register: (918) 794-1660.

Discover Secrets of Ancient Egypt, An Evening with 
Dr. Zahi Hawass. The time to reveal the secrets of 
ancient Egypt has finally come! Exciting announce-
ments & new groundbreaking discoveries will be 
revealed for the very first time! Houston: June 22.; 
Dallas, June 24; San Antonio: June 27. Register now 
at ZahiLectures.com.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling for 
balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. 
$17,000; Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model 
#305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. 
$16,500. View plans at www.americanloghomesand-
cabins.com, 704-368-4528.

 WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

find your next job 
in the Gonzales Inquirer
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NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT,
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF 

FUNDS, AND FINAL NOTICE AND PUBLIC EXPLA-
NATION OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR 

FLOODPLAIN AND WETLANDS
06/08/2023

These notices shall satisfy three separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the City of Gonzales.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about June 26, 2023, the Texas General Land Office (GLO) will authorize the City
of Gonzales (City) to submit a request to HUD for the release of Community Development
Block Grant – Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) Program funds under Title I of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, to undertake a project known as City of 
Gonzales Flood and Drainage Improvements (Project). 

The City is proposing to replace storm sewer culverts, replace a low water crossing, and
excavate and grade an existing channel to increase resilience to future flooding events and
reduce or eliminate the long-term risk of loss of life, injury, damage to and loss of property,
and suffering and hardship, by lessening the impact of future disasters. Construction shall take
place within and adjacent to a portion of Tinsley Creek approximately 200 feet north of the
intersection of Johnson Street and St. Andrew Street and approximately 100 feet north of the
intersection of Johnson Street and St. Andrew Street. These activities would benefit 7,130
people of whom 4,085 (57.29%) are of low to moderate income. $403,365.40 of the project will 
be funded through the CDBG-MIT Program under HUD Grant Number B-18-DP-48-0002; 
the amount of funding to come from the City of Gonzales is currently undetermined.

FINAL NOTICE AND PUBLIC REVIEW OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A 100-YEAR 
FLOODPLAIN AND WETLANDS

This is to give notice that the City has conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order 
11988 and 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures
for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands, to
determine the potential affect that its activity in the floodplain and wetland will have on the 
human environment.

A review of FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map, Community Panel 48177C0240D, effective on 
01/22/2020, shows 0.89 acres of the site is located within the Regulatory Floodway (Zone AE 
Floodway), less than 0.01 acres occur within the 100-floodplain (Zone AE), and approximately
0.13 acres of the Project is located within the Tinsley Creek riverine wetland feature.
Construction of the project is considered a functionally dependent activity.  

The City has considered the following alternatives and mitigation measures to be taken
to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values:
1) different box culvert size and elevation, 2) locations outside of the floodplain, and 3) the 
no action alternative.  An evaluation of Alternative 1 determined that setting the culverts at a 
higher elevation in order to minimize excavation within the floodplain and wetland was not 
practicable because of rising flood elevation concerns. The chosen culvert size and elevation 
will be needed to improve flood water conveyance and reduce risk to area residents. Regarding 
Alternative 2, as all Tinsley Creek culverts and low water crossing are located in the floodway, 
there are no alternative project locations outside of the floodplain. The project site selected 
was determined to provide the maximum benefit to residents living in the Project area. The no 
action Alternative 3 would prevent the project area culverts and low water crossing from being 
replaced, leaving area residents at greater risk for flood damage to their homes and businesses
should another disaster. The no action alternative therefore fails to address the need for
improved resilience against floods. 

Construction of the Project was the preferred alternative because it is not anticipated to
aggravate current hazards to floodplains or permanently disrupt floodplain or wetland

AVISO DE CONCLUSIÓN DE IMPACTO NO
SIGNIFICATIVO, AVISO DE INTENCIÓN DE

SOLICITAR ENTREGA DE FONDOS Y AVISO FINAL
Y EXPLICACIÓN PÚBLICA DE UNA ACTIVIDAD

PROPUESTA EN UNA LLANURA ALUVIAL
CENTENARIA Y HUMEDALES

06/08/2023

Estos avisos satisfarán tres requisitos de procedimiento separados pero vinculados para las 
actividades que emprenderá la Ciudad de Gonzales.

SOLICITUD DE ENTREGA DE FONDOS

El 26 de junio de 2023 o alrededor de esa fecha, la Oficina General de Tierras de Texas (GLO) 
autorizará a la Ciudad de Gonzales (Ciudad) a presentar una solicitud al HUD para la entrega 
de fondos del Programa de Subvención en Bloque para Desarrollo Comunitario – Mitigación 
(CDBG-MIT) en virtud del Título I de la Ley de Vivienda y Desarrollo de la Comunidad de 
1974 y sus enmiendas, para emprender un proyecto conocido como Mejoras del Drenaje y para 
Inundaciones de la Ciudad de Gonzales (Proyecto). 

La Ciudad propone reemplazar alcantarillas de drenaje pluvial, reemplazar vados y excavar
y aplanar un canal existente para aumentar la resiliencia ante futuros casos de inundaciones
y reducir o eliminar el riesgo de pérdida de vida a largo plazo, las lesiones, los daños y las
pérdidas materiales y el sufrimiento y las adversidades, mediante la atenuación del impacto de
futuras catástrofes. La construcción se producirá dentro de una parte del Arroyo Tinsley y
adyacente a ella, de aproximadamente 200 pies al norte del cruce de las calles Johnson Street y
St. Andrew Street y aproximadamente 100 pies al norte del cruce de las calles Johnson Street y
St. Andrew Street. Estas actividades beneficiarían a 7,130 personas, de las cuales 4,085 (57.29%)
tienen ingresos bajos a moderados. Se financiarán $403,365.40 del proyecto a través del
Programa de CDBG-MIT con el Número de Subvención del HUD B-18-DP-48-0002; la
cantidad de fondos que provendrán de la Ciudad de Gonzales actualmente está sin determinar.

AVISO FINAL Y REVISIÓN PÚBLICA DE UNA ACTIVIDAD PROPUESTA EN UNA 
LLANURA ALUVIAL CENTENARIA Y HUMEDALES

Por el presente, se notifica que la Ciudad ha realizado una evaluación según lo requerido por 
la Orden Ejecutiva 11988 y 11990, en conformidad con las normativas del HUD de la Subparte 
C: Procedimientos para tomar decisiones sobre gestión de llanuras aluviales y protección de 
humedales del 24 CFR 55.20, para determinar el efecto potencial que su actividad en la llanura 
aluvial y el humedal tendrá sobre el ambiente humano.

Una revisión del Mapa de Tasas del Seguro contra Inundaciones de FEMA, Panel Comunitario
48177C0240D, vigente desde el 22 de enero de 2020, muestra que 0.89 acres del predio se
ubican dentro del Aliviadero Controlado (Aliviadero Zona AE), menos de 0.01 acres están
dentro de la llanura aluvial centenaria (Zona AE) y aproximadamente 0.13 acres del Proyecto 
se ubican dentro del humedal ribereño del Arroyo Tinsley. La construcción del proyecto se 
considera una actividad dependiente en términos funcionales.  

La Ciudad ha analizado la implementación de las siguientes alternativas y medidas de
mitigación para minimizar los efectos perjudiciales y para recuperar y preservar los valores 
naturales y beneficiosos: 1) alcantarillas de diferentes tamaños y elevaciones, 2) ubicaciones 
fuera de la llanura aluvial y 3) la alternativa de no actuar.  Con la evaluación de la alternativa 1 
se determinó que colocar las alcantarillas a una mayor elevación para minimizar la excavación 
dentro de la llanura aluvial y el humedal no era viable debido a los problemas de elevación 
de la inundación. El tamaño y la elevación de la alcantarilla elegidos serán necesarios para 
mejorar la conducción del agua de las inundaciones y reducir el riesgo a los residentes de la 
zona. Respecto de la alternativa 2, dado que todas las alcantarillas y vados del Arroyo Tinsley 
se ubican en el aliviadero, no hay ubicaciones alternativas para el proyecto fuera de la llanura 
aluvial. Se determinó que el predio del proyecto seleccionado proveerá el máximo beneficio a 
los residentes que viven en la zona del Proyecto. La alternativa 3 relativa a no actuar evitaría 
el reemplazo de las alcantarillas y vados de la zona del proyecto, lo que ocasionaría que los
residentes de la zona corrieran un mayor riesgo de daños por inundación en sus casas y
comercios, si hubiera otra catástrofe. Por consiguiente, la alternativa de no actuar no aborda la 
necesidad de mejorar la resistencia contra las inundaciones. 

La construcción del Proyecto fue la alternativa preferida porque no se prevé que agrave los 

values. Based on the environmental review, the project as proposed, with the adapted best
management practices, would not pose any significant hazards or adverse conditions for
people, habitat, or the community at this location. The City will require adherence to Federal,
State, and Local regulations and permitting practices. These include, but are not limited to,
restriction of vehicle and material staging in floodplain and wetland areas and protecting
floodplains and wetland features through silt fencing and appropriate management of
construction waste and debris.

There are three primary purposes for this notice.  First, people who may be affected by
activities in floodplains and wetlands and those who have an interest in the protection of the
natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide
information about these areas.  Second, an adequate public notice program can be an
important public educational tool. The dissemination of information about floodplains and
wetlands can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks associated with the
occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the
Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains or
wetlands, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

TThe City has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human
environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information
is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR) on file at the Gonzales City Hall,
820 St Joseph St., Gonzales, TX 78629. The record is available for review and may be
examined or copied weekdays 9 A.M to 5 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the City
of Gonzales or HUD Disaster Recovery and Special Issues Division.  Comments may be
submitted to Mr. Tim Crow, Gonzales City Manager, via 820 St Joseph St., Gonzales, TX 78629
or by email to tcrow@gonzales.texas.gov. All comments received by June 23, 2023, will be
considered by the City of Gonzales prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of 
funds. Comments should specify which Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The City of Gonzales certifies to HUD that Tim Crow in his capacity as City Manager
consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce
responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these
responsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its
responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City of Gonzales 
to use Program funds for the project.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the City’s certification for a period of
fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request
(whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not
executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Gonzales; (b) the City of Gonzales has omitted
a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58;
(c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds,
incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of
a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part
1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of
environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the
required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to HUD Disaster
Recovery and Special Issues Division, 451 7th Street SW, Room 7272, Washington, DC 20410
or email DisasterRecovery@hud.gov. Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the
actual last day of the objection period.  

Tim Crow, City Manager, City of Gonzales

riesgos actuales para las llanuras aluviales o que altere de forma permanente los valores de la 
llanura aluvial o del humedal. En función de la revisión ambiental, el proyecto en su versión
propuesta, con las prácticas óptimas de gestión adaptadas, no plantearía ningún riesgo
significativo o condiciones adversas para las personas, el hábitat o la comunidad en esta
ubicación. La Ciudad requerirá acatamiento de las normativas y prácticas de habilitación
federales, estatales y locales. Estas incluyen, a título enunciativo pero no limitativo, la
restricción de la colocación de vehículos y materiales en las zonas de llanura aluvial y humedal, 
y la protección de las llanuras aluviales y humedales mediante la colocación de cercas contra 
cieno y la gestión adecuada de los desperdicios y escombros de la construcción.

El presente aviso tiene tres objetivos principales.  En primer lugar, las personas que pueden 
verse afectadas por las actividades en llanuras aluviales y humedales y aquellas interesadas 
en la protección del medio ambiente natural deberían recibir una oportunidad para expresar 
sus inquietudes y proveer información sobre estas zonas.  En segundo lugar, un programa
adecuado de aviso público puede ser una herramienta educativa para el público. La
diseminación de información sobre llanuras aluviales y humedales puede facilitar y mejorar 
las campañas federales para reducir los riesgos asociados con la ocupación y la modificación 
de estas zonas particulares. En tercer lugar, como una cuestión de imparcialidad, cuando el 
gobierno federal decide que participará en medidas que se llevan a cabo en llanuras aluviales o 
humedales, debe informar a quienes podrían correr riesgos más grandes o continuos.

CONCLUSIÓN DE IMPACTO NO SIGNIFICATIVO

La Ciudad determinó que el proyecto no tendrá un impacto significativo en el ambiente
humano.  Por consiguiente, no se requiere la Declaración de Impacto Ambiental en virtud
de la Ley Nacional de Política Ambiental de 1969 (NEPA).  El Expediente de Revisión
Ambiental (ERR), archivado en Gonzales City Hall, 820 St Joseph St., Gonzales, TX 78629, 
contiene información adicional del proyecto. El expediente está disponible para consultas, y es 
posible examinarlo u obtener copias los días laborables entre las 9 a.m. y las 5 p.m.

COMENTARIOS DEL PÚBLICO

Cualquier persona, grupo o agencia puede enviar comentarios escritos sobre el ERR a la
Ciudad de Gonzales o a la División de Asuntos Especiales y Recuperación por desastre del 
HUD.  Los comentarios pueden dirigirse al Sr. Tim Crow, Administrador de la Ciudad de 
Gonzales, a través de 820 St Joseph St., Gonzales, TX 78629 o escribiendo un correo electrónico 
a tcrow@gonzales.texas.gov. La Ciudad de Gonzales tendrá en cuenta todos los comentarios 
recibidos antes del 23 de junio de 2023 antes de autorizar la presentación de una solicitud de 
entrega de fondos. Los comentarios deberían especificar el Aviso al que hacen referencia.

CERTIFICACIÓN AMBIENTAL

La Ciudad de Gonzales certifica al HUD que Tim Crow en carácter de Administrador de la 
Ciudad está de acuerdo en aceptar la jurisdicción de los Tribunales Federales si se presentare 
una acción para exigir responsabilidades vinculadas con el proceso de revisión ambiental y 
que dichas responsabilidades han sido satisfechas.  La aprobación del HUD de la certificación 
satisface sus responsabilidades bajo la NEPA y leyes y autoridades vinculadas y le permite a la 
Ciudad de Gonzales usar fondos del Programa para el proyecto.

OBJECIONES A LA ENTREGA DE FONDOS

El HUD aceptará objeciones a su entrega de fondos y la certificación de la Ciudad por un
periodo de quince días siguientes a la fecha de presentación prevista o su recibo real de la
solicitud (lo que ocurra más tarde), únicamente si existiere uno de los siguientes motivos:
(a) la certificación no estaba firmada por el Funcionario de Certificación de la Ciudad de
Gonzales; (b) la Ciudad de Gonzales omitió un paso o no tomó una decisión o no llegó a la
conclusión requerida por las normativas del HUD en la parte 58 del 24 CFR; (c) el
subvencionado u otros participantes en el proceso de desarrollo han comprometido fondos, 
incurrido en gastos o emprendido actividades no autorizados por la Parte 58 del 24 CFR antes 
de la aprobación de una entrega de fondos del HUD; o (d) otra agencia federal que actúa en 
virtud de la Parte 1504 del 40 CFR ha presentado una conclusión escrita de que el proyecto 
es insatisfactorio desde el punto de vista de la calidad ambiental.  Las objeciones deben ser 
preparadas y presentadas en conformidad con los procedimientos requeridos (Sec. 58.76 de la 
Parte 58 del 24 CFR) y deberán remitirse a la División de Asuntos Especiales y Recuperación 
por desastres del HUD a 451 7th Street SW, Sala 7272, Washington, DC 20410 o por correo 
electrónico a DisasterRecovery@hud.gov. Objetantes potenciales deberían comunicarse con el 
HUD para verificar el último día real del periodo de objeción.  

Tim Crow, Administrador de la Ciudad de la Ciudad de Gonzales

ADVERTISE OR SUBSCRIBE! 830-672-2861
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DENNIS 
DROUPY
To Know Him 
Ministries

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Jacob Carter
Ll#0026605

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com (830) 339-1236

Landscape       Irrigation       Privacy Fence
Maintenance        Installation

Brent Franques 
Ll#0027839 

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

 or email information to 
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

TREE SERVICE
MARIO BERMEA

(Smiley Tx)

512-923-4650
Specializing in:

Residential
Ranch • Riverfront

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

NOW
HIRING

Chemigation ● Landscaping ● Dive Services
Irrigation ● Pumps ● Rainwater
Sprinkler Repair ● Installation

Brett Breitschopf
TCEQL127713

(830)-263-8138
brett@watercentex.com

Brush Clearing/Removal * Underbrushing
Fence Line Clearing/Row

Huisache/Mesquite Removal * Tree Trimming
Pasture Shredding/Mowing

Ranch Road Repair/Shaping
For questions about any of these processes,

Contact: C&S Custom Services, LLC.
Charles Barfield Jr.
361-772-6084

www.txbrushcutter.com

Land Clearing/Property Improvement
C&S Custom Services, LLC.

We Praise the God of this 
nation. Father God You saved 
this place and here it sits be-
tween two oceans like a jewel, 
like a diamond that’s been 
thrown across a world of coals.  
We are so grateful! The people 
of this country are not trying to 
get out but the people all over 
the world are trying their best 
to get in here in the United 
States because they know it is 
a special place. Father God we 
praise You and thank You for 
saving it for us.  We worship 
You and we Praise You in the 
Name of Jesus!

There are two prayers that 
God gave to the apostle Paul 
to pen for us. He prayed these 
prayers. I found myself playing 
these prayers and the more I 
prayed these prayers, revela-
tion and knowledge came.  
You begin to see spiritually 
what God wants us to grasp 
with our heart and then to act 
on it in faith.

In Eph 1:16-23  Paul is in-
spired with excitement to tell 
us that God the Father raised 
Jesus from the dead and sat 

Him at the right hand of the 
Father.  This is the position 
where all authority is in Christ 
Jesus. God gave all power and 
authority to Jesus and Jesus 
gave the power to the Church.  
Study the verse of Ephesians 
1:17, 18, - 23.  Read it over 
and over until you grasp the 
wisdom and knowledge that 
God wants you to see.  In verse 
22 and 23, and Eph 2:6 we see 
that when God elevated His 
Son far above all principal-
ity and power and might and 
dominion and every name 
that is named not only in this 
world but also in the world to 
come.  He has put all things 
under His feet and gave Him 
to be the head over all things 
to the Church, which is His 
body, the fullness of Him that 
fills us all and all.  Chapter 2:6 

tells us when God raised up 
Jesus He raised us up together 
in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.  In other words when 
He raised up Christ Jesus, He 
raised up the Church (which is 
the Body of Christ) at the same 
time.  Notice in verse 22, He 
put everything under His feet.  
The feet are in the body. Jesus 
gave all this authority to the 
Church which is His body, the 
fullness of Him.  

So Church we are to do the 
work of the ministry here on 
the earth through faith. Faith is 
the key ingredient and it is car-
ried out with words. We take 
His written Word and put it in 
our mouth and that is what we 
confess and believe.

What our nation and the 
world is going through right 
now we are to take the Word of 
God and stand on the prom-
ises of the word and call those 
things that be not as though 
they were. Abraham had a cov-
enant with God and we have a 
covenant with God. Abraham 
wanted to see God’s Glory.

 In Romans 4:17-25, “He 

staggered not at the prom-
ise of God but was strong in 
faith giving glory to God and 
being fully persuaded that 
what He promised, He was 
able to perform. Are you fully 

persuaded? We must speak 
the Word and thank Him and 
spend time praising Him for 
the victory.

We must let The Word do the 
work!!!

FREEDOM



SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
After a three-year pandemic 

pause, one of the largest conven-
tion organizations in the world 
has once again chosen San 
Antonio to host its global three-
day event, the 2023 “Exercise 
Patience”! Convention. 

Prior to 2019, summers in San 
Antonio were marked by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses filling hotels and res-
taurants as they attended their an-
nual conventions in San Antonio. 
In 2020, the pandemic interrupted 
that tradition in San Antonio 
when the Witnesses canceled 
their in-person events throughout 
the world and held their conven-
tion programs as virtual events in 
more than 500 languages. Begin-
ning May 19, 2023, the Witnesses 
have been bringing that tradition 
back to San Antonio, now at the 
San Antonio Assembly Hall of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

“Millions of us attended the 
conventions virtually during the 
height of the pandemic. We knew 
it was for our protection, and we 
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622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First United Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Harris Funeral Home
The place for a perfect tribute!
127 Hwy. 90A, Gonzales, Texas 78629

830-672-1075
www.harrisfamilymortuary.com

Hello again, hope all is well. I woke up 
early this morning with a few thoughts 
of what to write about going through my 
head, then decided to look through my 
small treasure chest of wisdom (debat-
able?) for some inspirational nuggets, 
and lo and behold, it was empty. Sorry 
about that...wrong chest, it was the one 
with the answers to why people act the 
way we do. Then it dawned on me; suc-
cessful treasure hunters could truly be 
considered...“Pro-Found”!

So, why do we act the way we do? 
Well, it could be for any number, or 
combinations of reasons. It could be 
because A) as a fallen creation we are 
constantly fighting against the powers, 
authorities and rulers of darkness in this 
world (Eph 6:12), B) we’ve been incor-
rectly misinformed and programmed 
by human authorities seeking their 
own power and profit, C) that as we’ve 
been so busy patting ourselves on the 
back for our overwhelming intelligence, 
we’ve failed to notice that we still have 
the unending ability to be as dumb as 
a pot of rocks, or D) all of the above. 
Public notice: no rocks were intention-
ally insulted or made to feel less worthy 
during the delivery of this message. 

Please don’t take the whole dumb as a 
pot of rocks thing personally, you’re not 
alone. Kinda thought you were getting 
out of it, didn’t you? But don’t fret about 
it, even the most brilliant minds ever 
conceived share in this inherent abil-

ity. As for me, my intelligence resume 
reads like any good medical prescrip-
tion label, one or two bullet points on 
the positive side, followed by half a 
page of weird side effects. The American 
Medical Association has finally deter-
mined that this large, hideous growth 
on my shoulders is actually my head, 
and there’s apparently no cure currently 
available. Yep, trying to roll through life 
with square wheels is tough business!

As many of you may (or may not) 
know, I’m a recovered alcoholic of thirty 
two years, and have thanked God pro-
fusely everyday for bringing me out of a 
nightmare I couldn’t seem to wake my-
self up from. During my early years of 
sobriety attending AA meetings, some-
thing I learned that has always stuck 
with me and applies to life in general (I 
believe), is that anyone can recover if 
they have the ability (some apparently 
do not) to be “Rigorously Honest” with 
themselves and aren’t afraid to do so. 
Taking ongoing “personal inventory” 
is essential, not only for recovery from 
the many forms of addiction, but also 
in following Christ, and becoming all 

that we were created to be for others, as 
well as ourselves. While being brutally 
honest with yourself isn’t easy, it pays 
big dividends.

For those of us trying our darndest to 
become the best versions of ourselves, 
while being a constant uphill battle, 
and often resulting in slow, painful and 
less than optimal results, is still worth 
the effort. No human has ever achieved 
perfection by his or her own efforts. 
When shooting at a target we aim for, 
and hope to hit, the bullseye. To God 
the bullseye represents Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior, the one who died 
for us, allowing those who believe in 
(and follow) to achieve eternal life with 
God. For everyone else, the bullseye 
generally represents themselves, hence 
the term “self centered”. Hebrews 4:13 
reminds us that “Nothing in all creation 
is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is 
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes 
of him to whom we must give account.” 
By accepting Christ we have, in effect, 
retained the only attorney in the uni-
verse who can plead and win our case 
before the gavel swings...something to 
really think about. Don’t wait until the 
last minute, put Jesus on the payroll to-
day, you’ll be mighty glad you did when 
court’s called into session! 

God bless, love you guys, Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise

Jehovah’s Witness 
convention returns 
to San Antonio

Guilty until proven innocent

See CONVENTION, page 15
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1
Dr Ryan

Dr Echols

2 

5
Austin MFM

6
Dr Echols

7
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller

8
Dr Ryan

Dr Echols 

9 
Dr Miller

  Amy Trost

12 
Austin MFM 

Dr Malik
Dr Desai

13
Dr Echols 

Dr Quintero 

14
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr. Twitero

15
Dr Ryan 

Dr Malik
Dr Echols

16 
Dr Bui

19 
Austin MFM

20
Dr Echols

21
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller

    22 
Dr Ryan 

Dr Kirchner 
Dr Echols 

23 

26
Austin MFM

27
Dr Echols

28
Dr Quebedeaux

29 30 

Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinicjune    2023 

Urology
Robert Ryan, III, M.D.
(830) 379-8491

Ophthalmology
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D.
(830) 379-3937

Orthopedics
Trent Twitero, M.D.
(830) 625-0009

Podiatry
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A.
(830) 303-0005
Charles White, D.P.M
(830) 303-0005

Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine
(512) 821-2540

LOCATED AT THRIVE:

Orthopedics Surgery  Cardiology      Dermatology
Gloria Box, M.D. Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS  William Craig, M.D. Dr. Desai
(830) 672 - 8497 (830) 672 – 8497 (830) 672 – 3845 (713) 864-2659

Audiology
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist
(830) 372-2237

Chiropractic
Jeff Echols, DC
(512)799-6811

Dermatology
Vicente Quintero, M.D.
(830) 626-5551
Dr Desai
(713) 864-2659

Nephrology
Azhar M. Malik, M.D.
(361)-576-0011
George Osuchukwu, MD
(361)576-0011
Yong Du, MD
(361)576-0011

Obstetrics
Alyson Kirchner, M.D.-
OBGYN
(830) 379 - 1500

Pain Management
Eric Miller, M.D.
(830) 272-7746

OBITUARIES

Cornelia “Connie” Fay 
Brown Kridler, beloved 
wife, mother, grandmoth-
er, great-grandmother 
and friend, passed away 
on June 10, 2023, at the 
age of 86. She was born 
on December 6, 1936, in 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 
to Thomas Clement and 
Fay Ellen Kaler Brown. 
Connie was a dedicated, 
hard working lady who 
touched the lives of many 
with her kind-hearted 
nature and unwavering 
love for her family and 
friends. She will forever 
be remembered for her 
warm smile, gentle spirit 
and genuine care she 
showed for everyone she 
encountered. Through-
out her life, Connie was 
a dedicated wife and 
partner to her husband of 
42 years, Randle Eugene 
“Poochy” Kridler. Togeth-
er, they built a strong and 
welcoming home filled 
with love and laughter. 
Connie’s devotion to her 
family was unmatched, 
and her unwavering sup-
port and guidance were 
always present. She leaves 
behind a family who 
adored her, including her 
children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
Connie graduated from 
Incarnate Word Academy 
in 1954. After completing 
her undergraduate edu-
cation at the University of 
Texas and then graduate 
degree from Southwest 
Texas State University, 
she embarked on a career 
as a dedicated Elemen-
tary PE teacher, where 
she taught students in 
Gonzales ISD for 30 years. 
She retired in 1994 after 
35 total years of teaching, 
with a career spanning 
the Flour Bluff, Shiner 
and Gonzales Indepen-
dent School Districts. 
Connie’s commitment to 
education and her ability 
to inspire those around 

her earned her the 
admiration and respect 
of both her colleagues 
and students. Over the 
years, Connie was actively 
involved in various orga-
nizations. She was a dedi-
cated member of Saint 
James Catholic Church 
and served as an officer 
in the Catholic Daughters 
of America. She was also 
a member of Beta Sigma 
Phi, the Retired Teachers 
of America, Eastern Star 
and Earth Angels Quilting 
Group. After her retire-
ment, she spent as much 
time as she could with her 
grandchildren, teaching 
them to sew, make bread, 
play solitaire and work on 
crossword puzzles. Con-
nie’s warm and welcom-
ing smile made her an 
instant friend to all who 
crossed her path. She had 
a deep love for her family, 
cherishing every moment 
spent with her children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She leaves 
behind a legacy of love, 
kindness and the impor-
tance of family bonds. 
Connie is survived by 
her three children, Mary 
Ellen Erwin and hus-
band, Scott; Gene Kridler 
and wife, Jackie; Joseph 
Kridler and wife, Lawren; 
her grandchildren, Kaler 
Shultz, Hannah Erwin, 
Maren Erwin and Warner 
Erwin Jr.; Gena Bennett, 
Amelia Kloesel and Trey 
Kridler; Dylan Gomez, 

Brandan Gomez and 
Ryan Kridler; her great-
grandchildren, Heidi 
Kridler, Adalynn Kloesel, 
Kensley Long and Olivia 
Bennett; and her dear 
sister, Mary Frances 
Kingsbury; her nephews, 
Thomas Kingsbury, Tony 
Kingsbury and Arthur 
Kingsbury. Preceding her 
in death were her hus-
band, Poochy Kridler, her 
parents, her infant broth-
er, Francis, her brother-
in-law, Rod Kingsbury 
and her nephew, Charles 
Kingsbury. Visitation will 
be held at Seydler Hill Fu-
neral Home on Thursday, 
June 15, from 5-7 p.m. 
with Rosary following. A 
funeral mass will be held 
at Saint James Catholic 
Church on Friday, June 
16, at 10 a.m. Interment 
will follow at Hermann 
Sons Cemetery, and a 
luncheon will be held at 
the First United Method-
ist Church fellowship 
hall. In lieu of flowers, the 
family kindly requests do-
nations be made to Saint 
James Catholic Daugh-
ters. Pallbearers include 
Trey Kridler, Warner 
Erwin Jr., Maren Erwin, 
Dylan Gomez, Brandan 
Gomez and Ryan Kridler. 
Honorary pallbearers 
are Thomas Kingsbury, 
Tony Kingsbury, Arthur 
Kingsbury, Kaler Shultz, 
Hannah Erwin, Gena 
Bennett and Amelia Klo-
esel. Although our hearts 
are heavy with grief, we 
find solace in the knowl-
edge that our beloved 
Nana is now reunited 
with her loved ones who 
went before her. Her spirit 
will continue to inspire 
us, and her memory will 
forever live on in our 
hearts. May her soul find 
eternal peace. Services 
are under the care and 
direction of Seydler-Hill 
Funeral Home.

Cornelia “Connie” Fay Brown Kridler

Joe Edward Matejcek, 82, 
of Gonzales passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
family at his home Mon-
day, June12, 2023.  He was 
born April 14, 1941 in Lex-
ington, TX.  He was the son 
of Joseph Matejcek and 
Antonia (Plasek) Matejcek.  
Growing up, most of his 
friends and family referred 
to him as “Joe-Man”.  He 
was baptized and con-
firmed in the Lutheran 
Church in Lexington.  He 
grew up during hard times 
and started working at a 
very young age.  There was 
always plenty of work to 
do on the farm like feeding 
the animals or picking cot-
ton with his older sisters.  
Although it was hard work, 
there was a little fun mixed 
in, as many stories have 
been shared about fishing 
in the creek, finding honey 
combs, and catching a rab-

bit in the cotton patch.
Joe attended school 

in Lexington and Gid-
dings where he excelled 
at speaking competitions 
and track and field events.  
He was a member of the 
graduating class of Gid-
dings High School in 1959.

Joe met the love of his 
life, Mary Lou Selzer, on 
June 13, 1959 when they 
were in a wedding togeth-

er.  Although it was love 
at first sight, Mary Lou’s 
father wouldn’t allow her 
to go on a date with him 
because she was only six-
teen.  They wrote letters to 
each other every week and 
he would come visit her 
in Gonzales until she was 
old enough to date.  They 
were married November 
19, 1961 at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Moulton, Texas.  
They moved to Houston 
and rented a small duplex 
in the Heights (not the 
Heights as we know it To-
day), but they were happy 
and living on love.  He 
started working in con-
struction part time when 
he was in high school and 
continued that trade in 
Houston.  Yet, Joe was a 
simple man and loved the 
country.  So in 1975, he 
moved his family to Gon-
zales to be closer to family 

and get out of the city.
Joe started raising 

broiler chickens for Holly 
Farms (which was later 
sold to Tyson).  He has 
one of the longest running 
farms in the county that 
has remained under the 
same name.  Last week he 
sold his 191st run.  Joe has 
raised over 20 million birds 
in those 48 years with little 
or no outside help, as he’d 
rather do it himself be-
cause that is just the type 
of man he was.  Joe still 
continued his construc-
tion work while he was 
raising chickens.  He loved 
working with wood and 
cabinet making became 
his specialty.

Joe lived an example of 
love and faith and made 
sure his children went to 
church.  He was a mem-
ber of the First Lutheran 
Church, serving on the 

Church Council, and 
teaching Sunday School 
in past years.  He was also 
a member of the Property 
Board when the Church 
built the Fellowship Hall.

Joe loved his family more 
than anything.  Family va-
cations were usually spent 
going to see more family, 
going to the beach, or fish-
ing (even though he didn’t 
get to fish much when the 
whole family went because 
he spent most of his time 
untangling lines).  He was 
a quiet, patient man and 
he was always there to 
encourage his children and 
grandchildren.  He loved 
spending time with his 
grandchildren, whether 
it was helping them build 
something in his workshop, 
driving through the pasture 
to feed cows, teaching them 
about the birds that came 
to the bird feeder, or going 

fishing and teaching them 
how to tie a new knot.  He 
taught them many life les-
sons.  Later in life, his face 
lit up anytime he was with 
his great-grandchildren.

In his spare time, he 
enjoyed playing his guitar 
and fiddle, gardening, 
reading, fishing and a 
little hunting.  He enjoyed 
watching the wildlife more 
than hunting it and taught 
his children and grand-
children to appreciate and 
love nature.  He and Mary 
would enjoy trips to the 
casino when they got a 
chance to make the trip.

Joe is survived by his de-
voted wife, Mary Lou, and 
loving family, daughter 
Tammy Hillman (Wayne) 
of Gonzales, son Joseph 
Matejcek (Geralyn) of 
Rockport, grandchildren 
Elizabeth Mikesh (Blake), 
Maggie Matejcek, Matthew 
Hillman (Kaily), and Ma-
son Matejcek, great-grand-
children Emelia Mary 
Mikesh, Matthew Jake 
Hillman, and Hallie Shay 
Hillman, sister Julia Spit-
zenberger of Lexington, 
brothers Robert Matejcek 
(Terry) of Giddings and 
Billy Matejcek (Emma) of 
Giddings.  He was preced-
ed in death by his parents 
and sisters Alice Lynch and 
Betty Pampell.

Visitation will be held 
Tuesday, June 20, 2023 
from 9:00 a.m. until service 
time at 10:00 a.m. at the 
First Lutheran Church of 
Gonzales. Interment will 
follow at the Denton Creek 
Cemetery.  Pallbearers 
include: Matthew Hillman, 
Mason Matejcek, Blake 
Mikesh, Leslie Spitzen-
berger, Ronald Lynch, 
James Pampell, John Mate-
jcek and Bradley Matejcek. 
Memorials may be made 
in memory of Joe to the 
First Lutheran Church, 
Denton Creek Cemetery or 
The Dementia Society. The 
family would like to thank 
all his caregivers and the 
Care Team for their care 
and support.

Arrangements are under 
the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home, Gonzales.

Joe edward MateJCeK

Jill Don Barnett, age 62 
of Gonzales, TX, found 
eternal rest in the arms 
of her Lord and Savior on 
June 6, 2023, after a strenu-
ous battle with Alzheimer’s 
Dementia. 

Jill was born on August 
16, 1960, to Don and Sha-
ron Colley in Nixon, Texas. 
After graduating from 
Pleasanton High School in 
1978, she went on to study 
Education and Home 
Economics at Southwest 
Texas State University, in 
San Marcos, where she 
obtained her bachelor’s 
degree in interior design. 
She spent most of her 
years raising her daughters 
and living out her dream 
of being a stay-at-home 
mom. She would later 
return to college in 2004 
for her teaching certifica-
tion to teach at Gonzales 
High School. After 13 years 
in education, she retired 
from teaching in 2017. She 
loved her students dearly; 
each and every one held 
a special place in her heart. 

Jill met the love of her 
life, Morgan Barnett, after 
being set up on a blind 
date by their parents in 
April of 1983 and, as the 
saying goes, “The rest is 
history.” Morgan and Jill 
were married on Decem-
ber 17, 1983, and were 
blessed with two daugh-
ters, Brittany and Emily. 

Jill was many things to 
many people. She was 
a loving wife, mother, 
mother-in-law, friend, 
daughter, aunt, cousin, 
niece, sister, and teacher. 
However, it was the title 
of grandmother, or “Elsa”, 
that she adored most of 
all. She cherished her 6 
grandchildren more than 
anything in this world and 
always made sure they 
were cuddled and kissed 
every moment she had 
them in her arms. Jill also 
had a fondness for odd 
critters, whether it was her 

Iguana named Tawanda, 
her Emperor scorpions she 
got for a special Egyptian 
VBS, or her famous Mada-
gascar hissing cockroaches 
that once escaped and 
terrorized downtown 
Wrightsboro. She loved 
all animals and turned 
many strays into pets. Jill 
lovingly called her home 
the “Barnett Barnyard” 
because of all the ani-
mals she took in over the 
years. More than her love 
for anything worldly was 
Jill’s love for the Lord. She 
served Him faithfully and 
was instrumental in bring-
ing both of her daughters 
to know Christ by teaching 
the Word of God in the 
family home. Jill, alongside 
Morgan, served as a Sun-
day School teacher at First 
Baptist Church in Gonza-
les for many years. She also 
went to great lengths to 
make the most extravagant 
Vacation Bible School ad-
ventures for the children of 
FBC during the summers. 
She gave her heart to Jesus 
as a young girl and walked 
closely with Him her entire 
adult life. Jesus Christ was 
not only her Lord and 
Savior, but he was also her 
friend. 

Jill is survived by her 
husband of 39 years, Mor-
gan Barnett of Gonzales, 
TX, daughters, Brittany 
Salazar (Kevin) of Goliad, 
TX, and Emily Connor 
(Eric) of Gonzales, TX, six 
grandchildren, Kennedy 

Salazar, Mason Connor, 
Evelyn Connor, Kase 
Salazar, Morgan Connor, 
and Baker Salazar; parents, 
Don and Sharon Colley 
of Pleasanton, TX; sisters 
Jan Pendley of Pleasanton 
and Judy Blowers (Dusty) 
of San Antonio, TX; father 
and mother-in-law, Jack 
and Peggy Barnett of 
Wrightsboro, TX; Broth-
ers-in-law Mike Barnett 
(Dusty) of Brock, TX, Mark 
Barnett of Austin, TX, and 
David Barnett (Julie) of San 
Marcos, TX, as well as nu-
merous nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
other family and friends 
whom she loved dearly. 

Jill is preceded in death 
by her grandparents, Bill 
and Esther Trant of Nixon, 
TX, and George and Estelle 
Colley of Smiley, TX. 

Services will be held on 
Saturday, June 10, 2023, 
at First Baptist Church in 
Gonzales, TX, with visita-
tion beginning at 1:00 P.M. 
and funeral services begin-
ning at 2:00 P.M. Burial will 
follow at the Wrightsboro 
Cemetery in Wrightsboro, 
TX. 

Pallbearers: Kevin 
Salazar, Eric Connor, Trant 
Stark, Jon Barnett, Preston 
Thigpen, Ryan Barnett, and 
Bridger Colley. 

Honorary Pallbearers: 
Friends, faculty, and staff 
members of Gonzales 
ISD who worked with Jill 
during her time with the 
school district. 

The family would like to 
extend a special thank you 
to Nesbit Living & Recov-
ery Center in Seguin as 
well as Heart to Heart Hos-
pice for their compassion 
and love extended to Jill. 

Donations can be made 
to the Wrightsboro Cem-
etery Association. 

All services are under 
the care and direction 
of Seydler – Hill Funeral 
Home.

Jill don Barnett
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  ooze
  5  in Hays County
      on I-35
  6  Cowboys’ Tom
      Landry was 1966
      “Coach of the ____”
  7  TX Forrest of “North
      Dallas Forty” (init.)
  8  early name for 
      TAMUCT (abbr.)
  9  in Canton: “______
      Kingdom Paradise
      Island” (waterpark)
15  TXism: “there are
      two chances, ____
      and none” (unlikely)
16  business of the
      Johnson Space
      Center in Houston
19  Astros former spring
      training site: “_____
      County Stadium” in
      Florida
21  Caesar or taco, e.g.
22  across the river from
      Rio Grande City
27  Washington bills
28  Longhorn Band
      drum: “Big ______”
29  kids start with _
      _____ (IPV) shot at
      two months
30  Cage of 2017 “Mom
      and Dad” with
      TX Anne Winters
32  17th governor:
      _  _ Roberts
33  TX Chesnutt’s “___
      ____  __ Home”
36  “Azle ____” paper
37  female deer
38  1977 film of UT grad
      Eli Wallach (2 wds.)

  1  TXism: “___ pilot”
      (preacher)
  2  ___ of the storm
  3  stretchable
  4  TXism: “useless
      as _______  __  
      _  ___”
  8  additionally
  9  in May and June,
      Cowboys have
      off_____  _______
10  TX-born Rashad
      who was “Clair
      Huxtable” (init.)
11  TX Owen Wilson’s
      co-star in “Marry
      Me” is aka “J-__”

39  stores all over Texas
41  style of many Fair Park
      buildings: ___ Deco
42  Floresville is the seat
      of this county
45  they’re “upon you” 
      in Texas
46  “__ long” (goodbye)
47  TXism: “does a cat have
      a climbing ____?” (yes)
48  ___ Boston, Texas
49  very short socks

52  ____night
53  “you don’t have
      to ___ it in”
54  OJ’s judge, Lance
55  biblical donkey

12  first “A” in “STAAR”
13  how TX George
      Foreman would train
14  Texas wants to ____
      massive immigration
      at the its border
15  after traveling, it’s
      __  ____  __ be 
      back in Texas
16  Baldwin of “Pearl
      Harbor” with TX-born
      Jennifer Garner
17  TXism: “in _______
      with” (associated)
18  he was “Mingo” when
      TX Fess was “Daniel
      Boone” (2 wds.)
20  TXism: “chew __  __
      awhile” (ponder)

22  21st governor:
      _  _ Culberson
23  rented residence
      (abbr.)
24  “it’s a ____ point”
25  Hawaiian “howdy”
26  car imported from
      an oriental country
28  cry noisily
31  Mc____, Texas

34  Chris __Doux both
      competed and sang
      at Houston Rodeo
35  TXism: “___ 
      chaser” (early riser)
37  Cowboy Hall of 
      Fame WR, Pearson
40  “the ____ have it”
      (passed)
43  Sam Houston’s last
      wife, Margaret ___
44  a Spanish wine
50  mascot of Sul Ross
      State University 
51  Harris of “The Right
      Stuff” with TX 
      Dennis Quaid
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

It is with deep sadness 
that we have to announce 
the passing of Phillip Joseph 
“P.J.” Borowitz on June 3, 2023 
when he lost his battle with 
cancer. He is survived by his 
parents, Phillip and Joann 
Borowitz, his sister Tracey 
Borowitz Twardowski, and 
his son Dylan. As well as his 
extended family in Texas and 
Illinois.

 He was born at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in East St. Louis, 
Illinois, February 24, 1965 to 
Phillip and JoAnn Borowitz. 
As a young child, the fam-
ily moved to Texas, where 
he attended Dulles High 
School and went on to take 
law courses at Alvin Com-
munity College. While he did 
not pursue law, he did work 
his whole life doing things 
he found he enjoyed more 
like home restorations and 
machining.

 He was a man of few words 
but had many talents and 
hobbies. He spent most of his 
free time playing guitar and 
writing music for his band 
Sinister Cain. He spent count-
less hours over the course of 
25 years prefecting his musi-
cal craft and performing. They 
played all over Texas, and he 
loved every minute of it.

 He also enjoyed creating 
art, fishing with friends and 
family, and spending time 
in nature, but most of all, he 
fiercely loved his family. He 
often kept to himself but was 
an honorable man and will 
be missed by all who had the 
privilege of truly knowing 
him. 

Mass of the Resurrection 
will be celebrated 10 a.m. 
Monday June 19, 2023 at St. 
James Catholic Church with 
Reverend Jason Martini offici-
ating.  Visitation will precede 
the Mass from 9 a.m. until 10 
a.m. at the church.

Friends may sign the guest-
book and leave condolences 
by visiting www.seydlerhillfu-
neralhome.com

Arrangements are under 
the care and direction of 
Seydler-Hill Funeral Home 
906 St. Paul Street, Gonzales, 
TX

PhilliP JosePh 
‘P.J.’ Borowitz

OBITUARY
(High Honors-All grades 94 

and above; Honors-All grades 85 
and above)

ST PAUL HIGH SCHOOL 
HONOR ROLL Q4
Seniors

High Honors: Joshua 
Bonorden, Elliott Peters, Ashlyn 
Pesek, Jacob Seibert, Jacob 
Twyford, Joseph Twyford, Jacob 
Wachsmuth, Matthew Wagner 

Honors: Trent Brown, Fisher 
Davis, Alexa Escobar, Paris 
Flach, Dario Hernandez, Carson 
McNabb, Julia Machacek, Anna 
Reeves,Cole Robinson, Brayden 
Slaughter, Cortney Tuch, 
Jackson Ulcak

Juniors
High Honors: Tate Anders, 

Julia Barecky, Nate Boedeker, 
Brooke Cerny, Faith Machart

Honors: Zane Barta, Joseph 
Davis, Thomas Klozik, Maurin 
Knesek, Gracie Machart, Stefany 

Pokluda, Emi Stamport, Nathan 
Timmons, Tori Walker

Sophomores
High Honors: Gus Collins, 

Kennedy Dodson, Jessica Fikac, 
Erica Hunke, Dallyn Pesek

Honors: Gage Anders, Holden 
Jacobs, Emerson Linn, Cody 
Malinovsky, Emily Moeller, Avery 
Peters, Joseph Peters, Ezekiel 
Rodriguez, Hunter Zella

Freshmen
High Honors: Jenna Stock, 

Presley Tuch
Honors: Annslie Callais, 

Kristin Cerny, Nora Koch, Sally 
Machacek, Riley Mozisek, Hailey 
Radicke, Reese Seibert, Audrey 
Thibodeaux

ST LUDMILA ELEMENTARY 
HONOR ROLL Q4
Eighth Grade

High Honors: Gabe Darilek, 
Jack Ehrig, Clara Kinney, Sloane 

Kocian, Gabriela Rivas, Eden 
Rodriguez, Tatum Walker

Honors: Faith Brown, Carter 
Chilek, Michael DeSarro, Frances 
Filip, Jack Leonard, Addison 
Matias, Skylar Mozisek 

Seventh Grade
High Honors: Rebecca Brown, 

Reese Chilek 
Honors: August Dodson, 

Baylyne Evans, Robert Garrett, 
Ahren Hattenbach, Emery 
Kennedy, Lana Lucas, Emma 
Marshall, Levi Morkovsky, Lexie 
Ulcak

Sixth Grade
High Honors: Ashlin DeSarro, 

Reese Patek, Hayden Rother
Honors: Eli Barton, Deuce 

Blaschke, Barbara Jane Davis, 
McKinley Jacobs, Ian Kennedy, 
Grayson Kisamore, Levi Leonard, 
Emori Rodriguez, Presley Rother

Fifth Grade
High Honors: Jude Boedeker, 

Evangeline Chilek
Honors: Arley Applegate, 

Briana Hernandez, Hannah 
Machacek, Jacey Picha, Elijah 
Rodriguez, Emma Sanchez, 
Gabe Werner

Fourth Grade
High Honors: Ryan Bays, 

Reese Blaschke, Anna Boedeker, 
Matthew DeSarro, Paul Filip, 
Cash Kennedy, Gracyn Kennedy, 
Lexi Lamson, Harper Patek, Ace 
Radicke, Kolton Wilgus

Honors: Luke Barton, Wren 
Chilek, Lynzee Garza, Jake 
Good, Alaina Luedke, Chandler 
Siegel, Tenley Wagner

Third Grade
High Honors: Bowen Davis, 

Jesslyn Garrett, Brooke 
Hermann, Ricardo Gonzales 
Moncada

Honors: Elena Basquez, Wyatt 
Decker, Alexis Dodson, Fallon 
Foxell, Kase Kocian, Hudsyn 
Parker, Caleb Werner

SHINER CATHOLIC SCHOOL HONOR ROLL - FOURTH QUARTER

VC announces  
spring Dean’s List
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Victoria College has 
recognized the outstanding 
academic performance of 124 
students by naming them to 
the Spring 2023 Dean’s List.

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must earn at 
least a 3.5 grade point average 
over a minimum of 12 aca-
demic credit hours within the 
semester and must not have 
any unsatisfactory grades in 
any classes.

Students named to VC’s 
Spring 2023 Dean’s List, grouped 
by their hometowns, are:

• Cuero:  Trace Reed and 
Priscilla Watson

• Gonzales: Travis Decker
• Hallettsville: Pyree Harper, 

Quade Henneke, Bowen Hig-
gins, Korbin Koehne, Hunter 
Laqua and Bailey Schindler

• Nixon: Oscar Galicia Al-
fredo Valerio

• Nordheim: Ryan  
Schuenemann

• Yoakum: Riggin Baker, 
Evan Brown, Austin Points, 
Cameron Rice and Dru Zinke

Gonzales County  
Sheriff ’s Office

06/04/23 – 06/10/23

06/05/23
• Andreason, Guy Daniel 

, 11/1985, Alvin: Commitment/
Sentence - Criminal Mischief 
<$2,500 LS/Gam Animal 
Fence, Commitment/Sentence 
– Take Certain Wildlife 
Resources w/o Consent, 
Released – Weekender

• Ibarra, Sarah Marie, 
01/1988, Alamo: Possession 
Marijuana <2 oz, Released on 
$1,000 Bond; Tamper/
Fabricate Physical Evidence 
w/Intent to Impair, Released 
on $5,000 Bond

06/06/23
• Harper, Tiffany Ann, 

08/1980, Sealy: Local Warrant 
– Criminal Mischief >$750 
<$2,500, Released on $1,000 
Bond; Local Warrant – 
Criminal Mischief >$500 
<$1,500, Released on $1,000 
Bond

• Avalos, Ramiro Eric, 
08/1982, Rosenberg: Fort 
Bend County Warrant – 

Possession Controlled 
Substance PG 3 <28G, 
Released on $2,000 Bond

06/07/23
• Rathnow, Andrew 

Michael, 12/2000, 
Montgomery: Possession 
Controlled Substance PG 2 
<1G, Released on 43,500 
Bond; Possession Marijuana 
<2 oz, Released on $500 Bond

06/09/23
• Ainsworth, Tristan Lee, 

06/1996, Round Rock: Local 
Warrant – Possession 
Marijuana <2 oz, Released on 
$1,500 Bond

• Dovalis, Nicholas 
Alexander, 07/1992, San 
Antonio: Commitment/
Sentence – Intoxication 
Assault w/Vehicle SBI, 
Released – Weekender

• Arroyo-Humphreys Jr., 
Mario Michael, 03/2000,  
Nixon: Commitment/Sentence 
– Unauthorized Use of Vehicle, 
Released – Weekender

• Bivins, Don Wesley, 
03/1989, Gonzales: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Criminal Mischief >$2,500 

<$30K, Released – Weekender

06/10/23
• Barillet, Tyler James, 

11/2005, Nixon: Possession 
Marijuana <2 oz, Released on 
$500 Bond

• Rodriguez Ramirez, David 
Anthony, 05/2002, Gonzales: 
Local Warrant – Assault 
causes Bodily Injury Family 
Member, Released on $15,000 
Bond

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other agency 
arrest and processing’s:

GCSO 11
DPS  00
GPD  05
WPD  01
NPD  01
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00
Total  18

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Victoria College will offer 

recent high school and GED 
graduates an opportunity to 
“become a VC Pirate in one 
day” at the 2023 Express 
Enrollment Day on Thursday, 

June 22 from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. at 
the Student Services Building 
on VC’s Main Campus.

Students can discuss their 
educational plans with an ad-
visor, apply for admissions and 
financial aid, enroll in classes, 
make payments, and purchase 

books and supplies. Students 
can also take the Texas Suc-
cess Initiative Assessment by 
registering at VictoriaCollege.
edu/TSI.

 Advisors will be available to 
offer information on education 
and training opportunities at 

Victoria College; degree, cer-
tificate and transfer pathways; 
job-training courses; and adult 
education.

For more information, call 
(361) 573-3291 or chat live at 
VictoriaCollege.edu. This event 
is free and open to the public.

VC offering ‘Express Enrollment Day’ event on June 22
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO 
DISCUSS PROPOSED TAX RATE

The WAELDER INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT will hold a public meeting at 6:00 PM, June 27, 
2023 in the Waelder ISD Cafeteria, 109 N Ave C. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school 
district’s tax rate that will be adopted. Public participation in the discussion is invited.

The school district has elected to adopt a tax rate before receiving the certified appraisal roll from the 
chief appraiser(s) of the appraisal district(s) and before adopting abudget. In accordance with Texas 
Tax Code, Section 26.05(g), the chief appraiser(s) of the appraisal district(s) in which the school
district participates has (have) certified to the assessor for the school district an estimate of the
taxable value of property in the school district as provided by the Texas Tax Code, Section 26.01(e). 
In accordance with the Texas Education Code, Section 44.004(j), following adoption of the tax rate, 
the school district will publish notice and hold another public meeting before the school district 
adopts a budget.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not 
exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same 
information and comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

Last Year’s Rate

Rate to Maintain Same
Level of Maintenance
& Operations Revenue 
& Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate

Maintenance 
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per Student

$0.8546 

$0.8276 

$0.7781 

$0.0743 

$0.0688 

$0.0743 

$0.9289 

$0.8964 

$0.8524 

$10,662 

$11,304 

$11,063 

$4,178 

$3,561 

$3,865 
* The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
   The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years of age 
or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 
person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless of 
changes in tax rate or property value.
Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approval 
at an election is $0.8524. This election will be automatically held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the 
voter-approval rate of $0.8524.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by 
a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 
state aid payment: 
 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s) $4,315,305 
 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s) $192,102
A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in maintenance 
and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year*

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Average Market Value of Residences
Average Taxable Value of Residences
Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100
Taxes Due on Average Residence
Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Last Year
$104,913 
$56,420 
$0.9289 
$524.09 

This Year
$114,009 
$65,998 
$0.8524 
$562.57 
$38.48 

Bonded Indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*    $2,445,000

*Outstanding principal.

*All values identified are based on estimate(s) of taxable value received pursuant to Section 26.01(e), Tax Code.
**Appraised value is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Section 1.04(8), Tax Code.
*** “New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.
**** “Taxable value” is defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

Maintenance Tax
School Debt Service Tax
Approved by Local Voters

$0.7781/$100 (proposed rate for maintenance and operations)
$0.0743/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Total appraised value** of all property
Total appraised value** of new property***
Total taxable value**** of all property
Total taxable value**** of new property***

$1,199,308,548
$4,978,490
$461,612,523
$4,978,490

$822,124,169
$9,979,900
$328,098,614
$9,434,820

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access 
information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of 
growth of property taxes in the state.

enjoyed viewing the programs at home 
with our families. However, something 
vital was missing,” said Sean Butler, 
spokesman for Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
“Being part of a large group at conven-
tions has always been our custom, so we 
are excited to be together again for this 
convention. It’s going to be quite the 
experience!” 

Some 6,000 conventions will be 
held worldwide as part of the 2023 
“Exercise Patience”! Convention se-
ries. In the United States alone, more 
than 700 conventions will be held in 
144 host cities. From Friday through 
Sunday, six convention sessions 
will explore the quality of patience, 
highlighting its modern-day relevance 
through Scriptural examples. A live 
baptism will be performed following 
the Saturday morning session and a 
prerecorded drama will be featured 
in two parts during the Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon sessions. 

“Patience is a necessary quality that 

all Christians seek to cultivate, but it’s 
difficult to practice patience in the 
challenging circumstances we encoun-
ter every day,” said Butler. “The spiri-
tual education we will receive during 
the three-day conventions will help us 
to practice patience more in our family, 
work, and leisure activities.” 

Jehovah’s Witnesses have been 
holding public conventions in stadi-
ums, arenas, convention centers, and 
theaters around the world for more 
than 100 years. After resuming smaller 
in-person meetings and their public 
ministry during 2022, the summer 
of 2023 marks the first time they will 
gather at much larger regional events 
around the world since the lifting of 
pandemic restrictions. 

The convention is open to the public 
and no collection is taken. For more 
information on the program or to find 
other convention locations and dates, 
please go to jw.org and navigate to the 
“About Us” tab.

CONVENTION 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

been causing problems.
“What the ordinance says is that any 

stray dog or cat — any dog or cat not 
wearing a collar with the rabies tag — is 
subject to being picked up [by animal 
control],” MacLean said.

She added that free roaming com-
munity cats and personal cats are being 
picked by animal control and being 
taken to the shelter.

“We fixed in this community about 
500 cats and 1,500 dogs at no cost to 
the city. So there’s a good chance when 
you picked up a cat in the city that 
you’re getting one that’s already fixed,” 
MacLean said.

The problem with this is that it allows 
a cat that is not neutered or spayed to 
move into the fixed cat’s spot in the com-
munity, which means the possibility of 
offspring and even more cats to deal with 
at once.

MacLean added this 19-year-old 
ordinance has been a problem that can 
be changed by the city council.

“If you look at the state law that came 
out last legislative session in 2021, it is 
far less restrictive than our ordinances. 
We’ve gone way beyond; it doesn’t 
speak to free roaming cats at all. It 
doesn’t speak to cats having any kind of 
necklace, jewelry, anything,” MacLean 
said.

In article 2.100 of the city ordinances 
regarding animals at large and restraint:

• 2.101: Animal-at-Large: Any animal 
not under the restraint (as defined in 
this section) of a person capable of con-

trolling the animal on or off the prem-
ises of the owner.

• 2.103: Restraint; Nuisances; Animal 
Bites: (a) All dogs, cats, and other animals 
shall be kept under restraint and not al-
lowed to run at large, stray.

Other members of the community 
also spoke up in support of FOGAS and 
requesting the city look into creating or-
dinances that protect community cats.

In other council business, the council 
approved to name Sherri Koepp as mayor 
pro-tem for the city, and approved to 
authorize the Gonzales Noon Lions Club 
to construct a sunshade at the Splashpad 
and repair/replace existing playscapes 
on City property located at the Lions Park 
between St. Lawrence Street and St Louis 
Street and approving the City’s Financial 
Contribution to the project.

The council approved the following 
agenda items:

• approved Authorizing the City 
Manager to execute an agreement with 
Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) 
for the Sale or Purchase of Renewable 
Energy Credits (RECs).

• approved Changes to theJob De-
scriptions for the following: JB Wells 
Park, Parks, Street and Solid Waste 
Departments Equipment Operator I 
Positions and Building Official Position.

• approved Appointing Crystal 
Cedillo, Gonzales County Tax Assessor-
Collector, as the Individual to Calculate 
and Prepare the 2023 No-New Revenue 
and Voter-Approval Tax Rates for the 
City of Gonzales.

ORDINANCE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Since the council already approved 
naming it the Freddy Aguirre Memorial 
Park during a previous meeting, any ac-
tion to rename the proposed park would 
require the council first to rescind the 
name and then take action to vote on a 
new one, City Attorney Eddie Escobedo 
said.

“If there was a prior action taken by 
counsel to name it, that prior action has 
to be rescinded prior to naming it some-
thing else,” Escobedo advised. “I’m just 
looking at the agenda and trying to do 
everything right. The rescinding of the 
prior naming of the park by council 
action is not on the agenda. So I’m not 
entirely sure that you know, legally, we 
can rename it until it is rescinded and 
we cannot do it based on this agenda.”

Lance Cpl. Freddy Aguirre, whose 
brother Pablo is on the Tourism and 
Development Board, was enlisted in the 
U.S. Marines for less than one year before 
he and most of his platoon were killed 
in a 1977 helicopter accident while on 
maneuvers in the Philippines.

PARK DESIGN
Presenting a preliminary design 

for the proposed park, Tourism and 
Development Board Chairman Travis 
Hansen said it would face US 87 and 
include a rock wall sign with the words 
“Nixon Memorial Park,” behind which 
would stand three large stones bear-
ing the names of every veteran from 
Nixon, Smiley, Leesville or Belmont 
who served in the military — some 750 
names in all, according to Mayor Doro-
thy Riojas.

There would also be a circular area 
with flagpoles and an inlay of the state 
of Texas behind the wall while, further 
down in the park, would be an area set 
up with a stage for live music as well as 
seating and restroom facilities. Those 
upgrades would be built in later phases 
as funding becomes available, Hansen 
said.

“With the council’s permission, we’d 
like to work on this thing in phases, 
obviously, because we don’t have just a 
whole bunch of money to throw at this 
thing,” Hansen said. “I think what we’re 
looking at trying to accomplish primar-
ily in our Phase One would be the Nixon 
Memorial Park signs that you see there, 
and that would be the wall that you’ll 
have the names inscribed and then 
that area with the state of Texas and 
the flags. I know there’s a deadline of 
Veterans Day that we want to try to put 
something on there, but we can’t make 
everything in that park happen with the 
timeframe as well as the financing.”

Riojas said the city has already con-
tracted for the three stones bearing the 
names and is working with a contractor 
to have the ready in time for Veterans 
Day at the new park. The city previously 
set aside $250,000 to pay for creation of 
the new park.

Council members directed the board 
to work with Mando Cisneros and 
have him help advise them regarding 
any possible structures since Cisneros 
performs that time of work on a regular 
basis and would be an asset in making 
sure best practices are followed.

NAME CHANGE
Members of the Tourism and Devel-

opment Board suggested adding the 
name of U. S. Marine Corps Cpl. John 
Matthew Longoria, who died at age 
21 while serving in New Ubaydi, Iraq. 

Longoria was a member of the Nixon 
High School Class of 2003.

A member of the audience, Rancho-
Nixon Historical Association President 
Donald Hoffman, asked that the council 
consider a generic name instead.

“Could I ask that we leave memorial 
off the name because that designates 
only those that died and there’s many 
of us that served and we’d like to get 
recognition too?” Hoffman asked.

Council member Patsy Vigil Scherrer 
said she had heard from several citizens 
about the proposed park name and also 
believed a generic name was in order.

“My motion is to have it be just Nixon 
Veterans Park with no names on it, 
because we will have arguments in the 
future about that and it’s going to be 
coming back and forth to us and there’s 
just too many complaints and argu-
ments on it,” Scherrer said.

Councilmember Justin La Fleur 
asked Pablo Aguirre if he was okay with 
changing the name since his family had 
originally been working to get Freddy’s 
service recognized.

“I’m a citizen of Nixon, and I’ll go 
with what everybody wants,” Pablo 
Aguirre said. “I don’t want our name to 
be dragged through the mud, like I’ve 
seen on Facebook. That happens way 
too much here and

it just needs to be much more posi-
tive where everyone’s pulling together. 
Our family will do whatever you guys 
want, but I do not want my name or my 
brother’s name dragged through the 
mud.”

Tourism Board Vice Chairman Briana 
Dominguez said she never knew Freddy 
Aguirre, but did know John Longoria, 
a classmate, very well. However, as she 
pointed out, “heaven forbid this hap-
pens, but who’s to say somebody in the 
next class doesn’t die in combat, so then 
we will have to revisit that? So I agree, 
the name Nixon Veterans Park covers 
across the board.”

Hansen suggested the park could 
have a separate exhibit dedicated to 
all 16 people from Nixon who died in 
service to their country.

“We don’t need to name the park after 
someone solely or two people and then 
have a bunch of fighting and bickering 
over ‘Well, how come my cousin didn’t 
get named?’” Hansen said. “Like Mr. 
Aguirre said, it’ll save his family’s name, 
because everybody knows, in this town, 
as soon as it’s named, it’ll all be Mr. 
Aguirre’s fault and it’ll be taken out on 
him and I definitely don’t want that for 
him.”

Not everyone was satisfied with how 
the city was handling the veterans’ park 
situation. Natividad Ruiz, a member of 
the American Legion and Army veteran, 
voiced his displeasure with the council 
that his group had no input into the 
park’s design or naming.

“We asked to be a part of this at the 
American Legion and you created a new 
committee to take charge of this, but 
you never asked the veterans,” Ruiz said. 
“No one that I know that are veterans 
agrees with this. And if that’s going to 
be the case, I’m going to go online and 
form a petition to get it overturned 
because this should be a Nixon Veterans 
Memorial Park and not specifically for 
someone who was in service.

“We just asked to be a part of it and 
that doesn’t even happen. It’s not 
specific to just one event or just one 
item.”

PARK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

QUILTERS DONATE LAP QUILTS

CONTRIBUTED
Shiner Heritage Quilters Guild has donated ten lap quilts to the residents of Paradigm at 
Stevens in Yoakum.  Pictured from left on the back row are Guild members Rose Mary Havlik, 
Janet Zbranksy, Theresa Belicek, Susanne Sestak and Director Arnold Arcaina, RN DON. 
Front row are residents Lillie Vecera, Olive Patterson, Rosemary Nash and Dixie Olson.
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*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

Friday, June 23, 2023

Gonzales High School  
Special Events Center
1801 N. Sarah Dewitt Drive | Gonzales, TX 78629

Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Business Meeting: 7:00 p.m.

Electricity | Internet | AC/Heating | Electrician Services | Solar & Battery | Community

800.223.4832   |   gvec.org

TACLB00116382E |  TECL32802

MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO THE

GVEC Annual Meeting

DIRECTOR ELECTIONS AND ENTERTAINMENT

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED 
AND DOOR PRIZES AWARDED

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

limit of 20 miles per hour 
on roads which traverse 
“urban districts.” How-
ever, there are very few 
roads within Gonzales 
County which meet that 
definition.

An urban district, per 
section 541.102 of the 
Texas Transportation 
code, is territory “adja-
cent to and including a 
highway if the territory 
is not in a municipality 
and is improved with 
structures that are used 
for business, industry, 
or dwelling houses and 
located at intervals of 
less than 100 feet for a 
distance of at least one-
quarter mile on either 
side of the highway.”

“The only thing I can 
think of (as urban) just 
off the top of my head is 
the Kelley Loop (outside 
Gonzales),” County Judge 
Pat Davis said. “That 
way you can get it done 
through the Transporta-
tion Code, but on any 
other kind of road you 
can’t go below 30 miles 
per hour unless you have 
a TxDOT traffic survey.”

“We really don’t have 
anything that pertains to 
this,” Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Kevin La Fleur 
said.

“The majority of roads 

that we will be dealing 
with would be (set at) 35,” 
Davis said. “You can go as 
low as 30 without need-
ing a traffic survey so 
35 would be well within 
what you can do.”

“Going 35 is still pretty 
fast on a gravel road,” 
Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Donnie Brzozowski said. 
“It really is.”

Carly Russell, the secre-
tary for Road and Bridge 
precincts 1, 2 and 3, said 
approval was not needed 
necessarily to advertise 
the public hearing, but “I 
think it was good because 
people are going to hear 
about it and they can 
know that it’s coming up 
and then when you have 
a hearing they will have 
more knowledge of it.”

Davis said the county 
needs to take action 
because there is a lack of 
uniformity that can lead 
not only to confusion, but 
would allow people to go 
faster than what is safe on 
the roadways.

“Without a 35 mile per 
hour sign out there, state 
law says the speed limit 
(on a county road) is 60,” 
Davis said. “But once this 
is passed, it can actu-
ally be enforced. There 
are some that you have 
passed already that are 

actually legit. This would 
handle all of them.”

Commissioners asked 
Davis if they established a 
speed limit of 35, would it 
be possible to lower it to 
30 after the public hear-
ing. The court would have 
to adopt the speed limit 
advertised at that time or 
reject it, but could come 
back at a later date with 
specific changes, Davis 
said.

“If you put it across the 
board at 35, you can still 
come back at another 
commissioners court for 
a specific road and say, ‘I 
want to lower that to 30.’” 
Davis said. 

“If we put it at 30, 
people would be com-
plaining it’s too slow, so 
if we give them 35, that’s 
plenty of speed,” Brzo-
zowski said. “If they are 
going over 35, they are 
going to run over some-

body.”
“We can do 35 unless 

you have some places 
where they have curves 
that are bad and then we 
can come back and lower 
it later,” Davis said.

Russell said Allison 
Bass & Associates, the law 
firm which advises most 
of the state’s 254 counties, 
has told her that changes 
can be made afterwards 
for specific roads and the 
court “could always come 
back and do as many 
specific roads as you 
want.”

In other action, com-
missioners voted to allow 
fireworks sales for the 
Fourth of July holiday 
without restricting any 
specific fireworks at this 
time. Members of the 
court expressed hope 
that people will exercise 
caution so as to avoid 
causing any grass fires.

ROADS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gonzales Memorial 
Hospital Auxiliary 
holds meetings
BY ELIZABETH A BRELSFORD BENNETT
Special to the Inquirer

The Gonzales Memorial Hospital Auxiliary met 
at 2 p.m. on April 25, 2023, at Thrive with nine 
members attending. President Neubauer called 
the meeting to order.

First Vice President, Sylvia Mercer was in 
charge of the program. Sandra Villa, representing 
the Gonzales Public Library, spoke on the offer-
ings one might find at the library.

Minutes were read and approved. 
The Treasurer’s Report was given. Second 

Vice President, Irene Oakes reported 102 hours 
worked for the month.

Scholarship Chair Betty Fink gave her report. 
The nominating Committee reported the 

people for officers 2023-2024. They are: President 
Betty Neubauer, 1st Vice Pres., Sylvia Mercer, 2nd 
Vice President, Irene Oakes, Secretary Jo Ann 
Hajovsky, Treasurer, Dyna DuBose, Reporter, 
Elizabeth Bennett and Parliamentarian, Barbara 
Koricanek. Thanks to those who serve.

A reminder was made of the upcoming gala on 
Friday evening, the 28th, at GG’s at 7:00 p.m. A 
motion to adjourn was made by Barbara Kori-
canek, seconded by Irene Oakes.

The next meeting is May 30, 2023.
Door prizes were won by Dyna DuBose, Irene 

Oakes and Betty Fink.
A shout out of thanks to those who work the 

Gift Shop. Time well spent to support Memorial 
Hospital.

* * *
The Auxiliary of Gonzales Memorial Hospital 

met May 30th, 2023 at Thrive with 10 members 
present. President Neubauer called the meet-
ing to order. First Vice Pres. was in charge of the 
program, Linda Kuenzler from the VFW Ladies 
Auxiliary, District V, on the beginning of the Red 
Poppy and explained how these came into being 
in April 1915. They are made by Vets in VA Hospi-
tals. She then gave a reading of “Flanders Field”. 
Linda also told the story behind “TAPS” which 
began in 1862, during the Civil War. It was a very 
interesting program.

The Minutes were read and approved.
Financial Report was given. 
Second vice President, Irene Oakes, reported 

128 volunteer hours worked for the month. Linda 
McGill and Jo Ann Hajovsky received 100 hour 
bars. Congrats to them.

Scholarship Chair Betty Fink reported on the 
Investment Account.

The next meeting is June 27, 2023, which is 
the Installation of new officers at 11:30 at Thrive. 
Delicious turkey and dressing  will be enjoyed by 
all. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Barbara Kori-
canek, seconded by Irene Oakes.

Door prizes were won by Betty Neubauer, Sylvia 
Mercar and Linda Kuenzler.

Please consider becoming a Hospital Volunteer. 
“See a need, fill a need.”

facebookon
Like The Gonzales Inquirer

SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAM

Left: Summer Youth Program 
campers of the week are, front 
row from left, Mylen Vera, Karter 
Garrett, Khloe Ann Granados, 
Zane, Kevin Barrientos and 
Hudson Hernandez. Back row 
are camp instructors Alexandra 
Torres, Mallory Clack, Samantha 
Villa, Skylar Cantu, Mayor Steve 
Sucher, Sergio Almaguer, Michael 
Fay, and not in the top photo is 
camp supervisor Veronica Powell 
and camp instructor Le Roy 
Humphrey. Above: Everyone that 
participated in this week’s camp.

CONTRIBUTED

WCJC announces Free College initiative
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Wharton County Junior College 
recently announced a Free College 
initiative offering full tuition and 
fees scholarships to qualified stu-
dents majoring in certain health-
care programs at the college.

Students must be registered in 
a minimum of six semester credit 
hours and enrolled in the Licensed 
Vocational Nursing, Health Infor-
mation Technology, Emergency 
Medical Services or Human Ser-
vices programs at WCJC. The pur-
pose is to encourage persistence 

and completion of certificates and 
degrees leading to employment in 
high-need allied health occupa-
tions.

Students do not have to complete 
a scholarship application but must 
meet the following criteria:

• Reside in one of the follow-
ing areas: Aransas County, Bee 
County, Calhoun County, Colorado 
County, Dewitt County, Goliad 
County, Gonzales County, Jackson 
County, Lavaca County, Matagorda 
County, Refugio County, Victoria 
County, Waller County, Wharton 
County and the Needville Indepen-

dent School District. 
• Be enrolled in a minimum of six 

credit hours in an eligible program 
through the term census date.

• Have a 2023-2024 Free Ap-
plication for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) on file with WCJC.

Students majoring in the ap-
proved programs are encouraged 
to check their WCJC accounts 
within two weeks after registering 
for the term. Contact the WCJC Fi-
nancial Aid department at finaid@
wcjc.edu for more information or 
click on the following link: https://
www.wcjc.edu/FREECOLLEGE.
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On the WaterOn the Water TEXAS WATER TEXAS WATER 
SAFARI RETURNS SAFARI RETURNS 

TO GONZALES TO GONZALES 
COUNTYCOUNTY

Fehner & Son Grain Fehner & Son Grain 
and Fehner Firearms and Fehner Firearms 

would like to wish would like to wish 
all fathers a very all fathers a very 

Happy and Blessed Happy and Blessed 
Father’s Day!Father’s Day!

830-672-3710830-672-3710
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 786291922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

Hours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat. 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed SundayHours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat. 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed Sunday
For your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or StephanieFor your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or Stephanie

Fehner Firearms is closed on MondaysFehner Firearms is closed on Mondays

Thank You Donors!

With your generous donations we provided a safe, drug free,
all-night party for 133 seniors and their guests.

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Mercer
Irle Auto and Truck Parts
Lindemann Fertilizer Services
Mohrmanns Drug Store
7H Hand Farms
Caraway Ford Gonzales
Gloria Haug
Edward Jones – Alex Webster
Elizabeth Alvarez
Joanne Mercer
LeAnn Wolff, CPA
Barbara Hand
Dubose Insurance (JDCO, Corp)
Storey Jewelers, Inc.
Ida McGarity
International Order of Odd Fellows Lodge #38
Schmidt & Sons, Inc.
Wrangler Truck, LLC
First United Methodist Church of Gonzales
Debra and Charlie Aleman
West Motors Towing
GVEC
First National Bank of Gonzales
Gonzales Young Farmers
First Baptist Church of Gonzales
The Vaz Clinic PA

TX Preceptor Gamma Chapter
Beta Sigma
The China Basket
Catholic Daughters of America
GHS Class of 2023 Prom
Scott Miller
Kathleen Borrer
Gonzales Healthcare Systems
Disciple Oaks Camp and Retreat
J Bar B Foods
Tyson Foods
Gonzales Leo Club
Gonzales Pilot Club
Scott Dierlam – State Farm
Baker Boys
Belinda Walker
Jorge Vazquez
Acapulco Restaurant
Meatheads
GISD Transportation
Gonzales ISD
HEB
Whataburger
Security Storage
BYK

Teams from the 60th annual 
Texas Water Safari rested and 
refueled with food, water and 
ice during some downtime 
at the checkpoint at the 
Gonzales Dam on Sunday, 
June 11. Those paddling 
canoes and kayaks had to 
portage just before the dam 
and put back in below it. Team 
captains and support crews 
met them at each checkpoint. 
The event is not known as the 
“world’s toughest canoe race” 
for nothing. Of the original 161 
teams to put in the water in 
San Marcos, just 93 finished 
the race in the allotted 100 
hours, with the final two teams 
to cross being 9700 and 1968, 
both novice crews from the 
same family, the VandeHeis, 
who are pictured here.

PHOTOS BY LEW K. COHN

The Texas Water Safari is not so much boat versus boat, but each boat versus the course. 
That’s why the race not only attracts novices, but brings back veterans each year. This year’s 
field included people who had finished the race an astonishing 43 times in the past 59 years. 
That one contestant, John Bugge, finished a 44th time this year with teammate Joe Mann and 
was 25th overall!
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right on the unimproved 
shoulder on the north 
side of US 90, while the 
trailer came to rest in the 
middle of US 90 on its 
right side.

The driver of the rig, 
who was later identi-
fied as Allen Groff, 67, 
of Seguin, was declared 
dead at the scene while 
three passengers in the 
Nissan were transported 
by ground and air am-
bulance to Seton Hays 
Hospital.

US 90 remained closed 
at the intersection with 
FM 304 with traffic to 
I-10 as necessary until 
the scene was eventually 
cleared at about 2:30 p.m.

Family members of 
Allen Groff remembered 
him fondly in his obitu-
ary.

“Allen was a truck 
driver for over 40 years 
and logged over 5 million 
miles,” the obit said. “He 
had a heart of gold and 
put others before him-
self. Allen worked hard 
and long hours but never 
forgot his family. He was 
a loving and support-
ive husband and father 
who was happiest while 
spending time with his 
family. He also enjoyed 
riding his Indian motor-
cycle. Allen will be greatly 
missed by all who knew 
him.”

WRECK 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The event will close out 
with a Lighted Sling Shot 
and Motorbike Parade at 
9 p.m. going from the Ed-
wards Center to Indepen-
dence Square. Applica-
tions for the parade can 
be obtained by contacting 
the Edwards Association 
at GeneSt99@aol.com or 
by calling 830-857-3764. 
Awards will be given for 
first, second and third 
place decorated parade 
entries after the parade.

There will also be food 
trucks, merchandise ven-
dors, contests and much 
more fun.

Juneteenth celebrates 
the end of slavery in 
Texas; on June 19, 1865, 
Union Army General 
Gordon Granger and 
2,000 federal arrived 
in Galveston, Texas to 
inform the enslaved black 
and African Americans of 
the region that the Eman-
cipation Proclamation 
had freed them.

The proclamation as 
read states:

“The people of Texas 
are informed that, in 
accordance with a 
proclamation from the 
Executive of the United 
States, all slaves are free. 
This involves an abso-
lute equality of personal 
rights and rights of prop-
erty between former mas-
ters and slaves, and the 
connection heretofore 
existing between them 
becomes that between 
employer and hired labor. 
The freedmen are advised 
to remain quietly at 
their present homes and 
work for wages. They are 
informed that they will 
not be allowed to collect 
at military posts and that 
they will not be support-
ed in idleness either there 
or elsewhere.”

Granger and his 
troops rode on horse-
back through the island 
announcing the news 
in several historic and 
visitable locations from 
Ashton Villa, Reedy AME 
Chapel and the Osterman 
Building in Galveston.

For more history of 
Juneteeth, please go to 
https://www.galves-
tonhistory.org/news/
juneteenth-and-general-
order-no-3.

EVENT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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vision that promotes Gon-
zales as a place to “come 
and see it, come and shop 
it, come and stay it, come 
and live it and come and 
love it.”

New economic devel-
opment director Susan 
Sankey and Main Street 
Director Tiffany Hutchi-
son-Padilla helped guide 
the group.

“What I’m hearing is that 
we want to make our town 
welcoming to the com-
munity,” Hutchison-Padilla 
said.

“You want it to be nice 
for those of us that live 
here, people who live 
here and people who 
visit,” board member Dee 
Senglemann replied.

“You want it to look 
nice, so that people who 
live here can enjoy it, 
so it’s welcoming to the 
people who live here and 
welcoming to people who 
visit so they want to come 
back, and maybe even live 
here too,” Sankey added.

Inquirer Publisher Lew 
Cohn suggested the five-
point vision for the group, 
using the historic motto 
of “Come and Take It” to 
create marketing for the 
community that would be 
eye-catching.

“These are all the kind of 
things that you’re all look-
ing for,” Cohn said. “You’re 
wanting people to come 
here and to see the town, 
spend money in the town, 
perhaps stay, perhaps 
choose to move here. And 
then while they’re here, do 
what they can to love it by 

making it a better place to 
live.”

Board members 
discussed the possibility 
of promoting a “Yard of 
the Month” for Gonzales 
as well as looking into 
signage and murals that 
would be more welcoming 
to traffic on Water Street 
and perhaps convince 
people to turn off onto US 
183 Business (Saint Joseph 
Street).

Senglemann, who is also 
with the Spade and Trowel 
Club, suggested that club 
could perhaps sponsor and 
run the “Yard of the Month” 
program to help shoulder 
the load and allow the 
Beautification Board and 
city staff to concentrate on 
other pressing matters.

The board also discussed 
the current Jim Price 
Cleanup, which is held on 
the Saturday closest to April 
22 every year. In the past, 
it was more community-
driven, but has become 
a city function in recent 
years, and board members 
expressed a desire to see it 
become more of a way to get 
people working together in 
a grass-roots fashion, rather 
than just using the event as 
a way to dump trash once 
a year.

Suggestions included 
having a cookout in con-
junction with the cleanup 
and having businesses 
take part in promotions 
along with the cleanup, in 
addition to having groups 
engage in beautification 
efforts within their own 
neighborhoods.

BEAUTIFICATION 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bell spoke to the board about the 
material.

“These resources provide teach-
ers with scripted engaging lessons 
that are set up in the ‘five E’ model 
supporting students as they engage 
in the curriculum, explore the 
concepts of learning, elaborate and 
explain their thinking and evaluate 
their understanding of the content.” 
Bell said.

Principals, curriculum and in-
struction, instructional coaches and 
teachers met together in two long 
meetings to “vertically align our 
district with this resource to support 
the rigorous math and science stan-
dards that our students are tackling 
every year.” Bell said.

This comes when the district is 
struggling in math and science, 
and Bell said the program is very 
scripted for the teachers to use.

“They provide students, start-
ing at the concrete level, looking at 
pictorial level and then finally to the 
abstract level. It teaches them what 
manipulative to use and it gives 
them the proper resources and it 
gives them something tangible in 
their hands,” Bell said.

With Gonzales dealing with the 
statewide teacher shortage, Bell 
said with the new program, it allows 
new teachers to “soar to success” 
with steady lesson plans.

“One of the hardest things for a 
new teacher — and they created so 
much turnover —is they’re having to 
pull from everywhere. And it’s hard, 
it’s hard to plan the lesson. And this 
gives them a lesson to where they 
can be successful with their students 
and be prepared,” Bell said.

The program will align the district 
with academic vocabulary and 
with the standards of what is being 
taught, Bell added. 

“So when our students move from 
grade level to grade level, they have 

the same pattern that they’re going 
to see in one math class versus the 
other,” Bell said.

School board member Ashley 
Molina asked Bell what was the suc-
cess rate of the program, and Bell 
responded that the district had use 
the program “in pieces” at North 
Avenue and later in the second 
semester at the GPA campus, and 
the teacher fell in love with the 
program.

“This was not a request that 
came from administration; it was a 
request that actually came from our 
teachers. They wanted a continu-
ation of the program; they wanted 
it in full development, because we 
could only afford that piece of it on-
line, so they were having to print so 
much in the lesson. And they were 
having to print a lot of the student 
resources that came out of it,” Bell 
said.

The board approved to purchase 
the instructional material unani-
mous, 7-0.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the following agenda items:

• approved the FFA traveling to 
the National Convention in India-
napolis November 1-4, 2023.

• approved the Interlocal Agree-
ment between The University 
of Texas at Austin and Gonzales 
Independent School District for the 
2023-2024 OnRamps Program.  

• approved the TASB Board Policy 
Update 121, affecting GISD local 
policies.

• approved to Enter into a Profes-
sional Services Agreement with 
Leon Alcala, PLLC for Chapter 313 
Agreement Reporting and Mainte-
nance of Existing Value Limitation 
Agreements under Chapter 313 of 
the Property Tax Code.

• approved a Purchase and Budget 
Amendment for Playground Equip-
ment for Gonzales Elementary.

GISD 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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